Palestinians mark anniversary of massacre 

HEBRON (AFP) — Palestinians on Tuesday marked [he 
third anniversary of the massacre of at least 30 Muslims at 
prayer in the Ibrahimi Mosque while police at a nearby set- 
tlement turned back Israeli protesters from the killer’s 
jpave. During the West Bank town’s memorial ceremony, 
flavor Mustafa Natsche passed out certificates from the 
Palestinian National Authority’s information ministry to the 
families of those who were slain by Baruch Goldstein. 
Meanwhile, Israeli police turned away eight Israeli protest- 
** from the left-wing Peace Now movement who had come 
to the settlement of Kiryat Aitja next to Hebron to protest at 
Goldstein's grave. He was killed by Palestinians after he 
sprayed them with automatic weapons fire. Peace Now is 
demanding the grave be moved from its prominent site at 
the entrance 10 KiiyaL Arba. Last week Israeli settlers held a 
memorial service for Goldstein at his grave. 



Clinton meets Saudi defence minister 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton and Saudi 
Arabia’s defence minister discussed security issue m (be 
Gulf region amid concerns about US. warplane sales to the 
kingdom and the safety of Americans living there. The visit 
by Prince Sultan, who is also Saudi Arabia’s second deputy 
prime minister, came as the U.S. embassy in Riyadh warned 
Tuesday of threats from militants against US. military and 
American civilians (see page 2). Saudi Arabia was also 
expected to place a massive order for U.S. F-16 fighter 
planes, which Israel has warned would seriously upset the 
military balance in the Middle East. White House and Saudi 
officials said the sale would not be discussed but a statement 
following the talks stressed that security was a top issue. "The 
president told Prince Sultan that we remain committed to 
ensuring security mid stability m the critical Gulf region and 
will work with Saudi Arabia to respond to any external threats 
to our mutual interests." said the statement. 
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Netanyahu to give go-ahead for 
Jabal Abu Ghneim colony today 


Palestinians renew warning: Israel playing with fire 

Israeli army's killing of West Bank man seen to add fuel to fire 


Combined agency dispatches 

IGNORING Arab and international warning, Israeli 
Prime Minister Beoyamin Netanyahu declared tuesday that 
his government was giving a green light to a plan to build 
a new settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 

The decision was sure to spark an angjy reaction from the 
Palestinians, who have already warned of violence. 

With a clear eye on potential violene. Mr. Netanyahu 
said: “Whoever wants the peace process to continue will 
understand that violence will achieve nothing." 

Mr. Netanyahu said he would convene a ministerial com- 
mittee on Wednesday to approve a plan to build 6,500 
homes for Jews on Jabal Abu Ghneim, a tree-covered hill 
seized by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war. 

“1 want to clarify unequivocally: we will build in all 
Jerusalem. We will iso build at Har Homa.” 

Palestinians and Israeli peace activists have warned the 
plan would ignite Arab rage reminiscent of September 
clashes sparked by Mr. Netanyahu’s opening of an entrance 
to a tunnel near Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem. More than 
SO Palestinians and Israelis were killed. 

Some 150 Palestinian demonstrators marched towards 
Jabal Abu Ghneim from self-ruled Bethlehem in the West 
Bank on Tuesday to protest against the plan but they were 
*' prevented by Israeli police from reaching Jerusalem, wit- 
nesses said. 

“We are telling them (Israel): you are playing with fire,” 
Faisal Al Husseini, the top Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) official in Jerusalem, told reporters. “There will be 
an explosion.” 

In a separate interview with Israeli army, radio. Mr. Hus- 
seini said: “I can't prophesise but I can sense the 

winds... the mood of the people is the same as before the 
tunnel." 

The Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas, u reed the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) to halt peace 
talks with Israel and called on Palestinians to rise up 
against the Jewish state. 

“We in Hamas movement reiterate our rejection to all 
Zionist measures and affirm we will continue jihad (holy 
struggle) to foil Zionist plots.” the group said in a state- 
ment referring specifically to the Jerusalem building pro- 
ject. 

- Israeli security sources who declined to be identified said 
an outbreak of violence could lead to the delay of an Israeli 
troop pullback from West Bank rural areas slated for March 
7. 

“I hope people will weigh things in a practical way and 
understand we are acting here for the good of Arabs and 
Jews and of course with the aim of continuing the peace 
process along additional channels," Mr. Netanyahu said. 

. In a move to blunt Palestinian anger, the Jerusalem com- 
(j nittee was also due to approve some 3,500 homes for 
PaJestiniains in 10 different Jerusalem neighbourhoods. 

“We will build in Jerusalem as an integral part of our 
' inalienable right as the sovereign," Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Salah Taamri, a member of the Palestinian legislative 
. council, said the Jabal Abu Ghneim project was another 

■ attempt by Israel to use Jerusalem as a dividing wedge 
; between the northern and southern parts of the West Bank. 

"They will create a wall in the heart of the Palestinian 

■ population." he told Israel Radio. Mr. Taamri called for 
' talks between Israeli and Palestinian leaders “to try to 

avoid any confrontation." 

(Continued on page 7) 



The sister of Mohammad Abdul Aziz Abu Halui holds one of his children as she and 
another relative mourn after learning of his death in Hizme on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Soldiers storm W. Bank 


village, kill one, wound 3 


HCZME. occupied West Bank (Agencies) — 
One Palestinian was killed and three wounded 
when Israeli soldiers fired in a West Bank vil- 
lage Tuesday, sparking dashes in which Pales- 
tinians threw stones at Israeli troops who 
responded with tear-gas. 

The army said the shooting occurred during 
a confrontation between soldiers and villagers 
in the village of Hizme just north of 
Jerusalem, in an area that is under joint Israeli 
and Palestinian control. 

Mohammad Abdul Aziz Abu Halui. 55. died 
shortly after he arrived at Hadassah hospital 
in the Jerusalem area, the military source said. 

Another Palestinian was seriously wounded 
and two others were more lightly wounded. 
Two of those wounded have been identified as 
Ali Abdullah Mubarak. 43, and Hamza Mayef 
Mubarak. 22. 

It heightened fears of a new wave of vio- 
lence in the West Bank, which is already tense 
because of Israel's plan to begin construction 
of a new Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem. 

Witnesses said the shooters were dressed in 
civilian clothes, suggesting chey were under- 
cover. Israel TV said they were from a crack 
undercover unit known as “Duvdevan." or 
"Cherry.” 

Ali Salaheddin, who was hospitalised with a 
wound in his leg. said he thought the three 
young men who entered his village armed 
with handguns and speaking Hebrew were 


Jewish settlers. 

They walked up to their house, grabbed his 
nephew and "hit him with the butts of their 
guns,” he said. When confronted by members 
of the household, he said, the men opened fire. 
Soldiers posted at a nearby checkpoint refused 
to help, and an army jeep entered the village 
and left with the gunmen, he said. 

An army statement claimed the Israeli 
troops had been ‘’attacked" by Palestinian 
residents and fired. “From the shots one 
Palestinian was killed, another was injured 
seriously, and two others lightly.” the state- 
ment said, stressing that “it was a shooting by 
Israeli soldiers and not a shooting by civil- 
ians.” 

After the shooting, Palestinian residents 
began throwing stones after at the lajrge num- 
bers of Israeli soldiers and police deployed in 
the area. 

The Israelis responded with tear-gas and 
tried several times to storm the village, draw- 
ing a hail of large rocks each time. After about 
an hour the area was declared a closed military 
zone and the clashes died down. No further 
injuries were reported. 

Jibril Rajoub. the top Palestinian security 
official in the West Bank, arrived on the scene 
shortly after the shooting. 

“It's shocking. What happened is a black 
mark (and) a shame for the Israeli government 
and for Israel,” he said. 


B’tselem report reveals the reality of ’Har Homa' 

The following is a report filed on the Internet by the independent territories. B’tselem publishes reports , conducts advocacy cam - 
- Israeli group B'tselem, a non-governmental organisation estab - paigns, engages in public education and serves as a resource cen- 
lished in 1989 to monitor human rights violations in the occupied tre. 


The background and the danger 

. THE PROBLEM inherent in Lhe proposed devel- 
opment of "Har Homa" (Jabal Abu Ghneim) can 
only be understood in the broad context in which 
ihe construction is planned. This background is 
'explained at length in B’tselem’s report, “A Pol- 
icy of Discrimination: Land Expropriation, Plan- 
ning and Building in Jerusalem,” the summary 
-and other segments of which are presented here. 

1. Since the annexation of East Jerusalem in 

1967, the Israeli government has adopted a poli- 
cy of systematic and deliberate discrimination 
against the Palestinian population in Jerusalem 
in all matters relating to land expropriation, plan- 
ning, and building. . , , . „ . 

2. Examination of municipal documents and 
statements made by city policy makers indicates 
that Jerusalem's urban development is based, 
first and foremost, on national-political consider- 
ations. One central goal has dictated municipal 
planning policy : to create a demographic and 
geographic reality that will preempt any future 
effon to challenge Israeli sovereignty in East 

■^V^The Israeli authorities promote extensive 
building for Jewish neighbourhoods, at an (enor- 
mous investment in the annexed area. At the 
same time, by their acts and omissions, the 
'Israeli authorities choke development and build- 
ins for the Palestinian population, who are per- 
'cefved as a “demographic threat” to Israeli con- 

*4 The^means to ensure demographic control 
include, inter alia: 


land expropriation: Seventy thousand dunums 
(70 square kilometres) were annexed to the 
Jerusalem municipality after the six-day war. 
Since then, 23,500 dunums, more than one-third 
of the area annexed, has been expropriated pur- 
suant to the lands ordinance (acquisition for pub- 
lic purposes), 1943. Since no land-settlement 
arrangement was in effect for most of the expro- 
priated property, no exact records of the owners’ 
identity exist. However, the data available to B't- 
selem indicate that the majority of the expropri- 
ated land was privately owned by Arabs. 

The land expropriation policy in East 
Jerusalem has over the years been pursued exclu- 
sively for the benefit of the Jewish population; 
the housing shortage and the basic urban needs 
of the city’s Palestinian population have been 
ignored. The expropriations have significantly 
reduced the amount of land held by Palestinians, 
and the housing shortage among Palestinians in 
the city has increased. On the expropriated lands 
in East Jerusalem some 38.500 housing units 
have been built for Jews, but not one housing 
unit was for the Palestinian population. 

Town Planning Schemes: The planning author- 
ities prepared town planning schemes which, 
instead of contributing to the development of 
these neighbourhoods and easing the residents’ 
housing shortage, served, in reality, as an addi- 
tional means — legal and efficient to limit 
development, reduce the areas designated for 
Palestinian building, and strengthen Jewish con- 
trol in every pan of the city. 

5. This policy severely affects the housing 
shortage facing the Palestinian population. 


which currently constitutes about 28 percent of 
the city’s population. 

Construction 

— Some 64.870 dwellings, constituting some 
88 per cenr of all housing units, built since 1967 
were for the Jewish population (about one-half 
of ihem by public construction). 

— Some 8.890 dwellings, constituting some 
12 per cent of all the housing units, were buill for 
the Palestinian population (the large majority by 
private construction). 

Since 1990. the gap In construction of housing 
units for Jews and Palestinians has widened: 

— Of the 11,602 housing units whose con- 
struction was completed between 1990 and 
1 994. only 565 units, constituting 4.8 per cenr of 
those built during that period, were built in 
Palestinian neighbourhoods. 

— Of the 2,233 housing units completed in 
1994, only 98 units, constituting 4.4 per cent of 
all the housing units constructed that year, were 
built in Palestinian neighbourhoods. 

Housing density 

At the end of 1993. (he average housing densi- 
ty of the Jewish population was 1.1 persons per 
room, whereas ihe average housing density for 
the Palestinian population was 2.2 persons per 
room. This gap is twice as. large as the gap in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Fulfillment of all religions’ rights ! 
essential precondition for peace in . 
Jerusalem, Crown Prince affirms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan stressed Tuesday that 
the fulfillment of the political and religious 
rights of Muslims, Christians and Jews in 
Jerusalem was an essential precondition for 
peace in the Holy City, which His Majesty 
King Hussein has said must be a symbol of 
peace in the region. 

In a meeting with a delegation representing 
the World Conference on Religion and Peace 
(WCRP). Prince Hassan said the concerns of 
both Palestinians and Israelis in Jerusalem 
should be addressed. 

He agreed with the approach of the WCRP, 
which underscores the presence of two peo- 
ples in Jerusalem whose dignity and human 
rights should be respected. 

The Crown Prince emphasised that human 
rights should be seen in their comprehensive 
dimension which encompasses religious, 
political and economic rights. 

The Crown Prince, who stressed that fol- 
lowers of the three Abrahamic faiths should 
have complete access to the holy sites in 
Jerusalem and freedom to worship without 
any duress or hindrance, noted the pressure 
under which Palestinians in Jerusalem have 
been living. 

The Crown Prince said that while Israelis 
have been allowed to build up to 300 per cent 
density in Jerusalem, Palestinians have been 
allowed to build up to 25 per cent density 
only. 

Out of the 15,000 units which Israel plans to 
build in the Abu Ghneim district in 
Jerusalem, an act which Jordan considers 
illegal and extremely damaging to efforts to 
advance the peace process only 600 units will 
be allocated to Palestinians. Considering that 
no housing units for Palestinians have been 


constructed since 1967. the proposed units me 
inconsequential in addressing the needs of the 
Palestinians which are estimated at over 
30.000 units. 

Jordan considers the building of Israeli set- 
tlements in the occupied Palestinian territo- 
ries, including, Jerusalem, illegal and a viola- 
tion of international law and U.N. resolutions 
pertaining to the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
peace. The Security Council has always 
declared the legal invalidity of Israeli settle- 
ments in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, 
and Gaza. These settlements are also built in 
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
which states that “the occupying power shall 
not deport or transfer pans of its own civilian 
population into territories it occupies.” 

In accordance with international law which 
also considers the acquisition of land through 
war inadmissible and rejects the unilateral 
annexation of territories, Jordan rejects 
Israel's annexation of Arab East Jerusalem as 
null and void. It believes the final status of 
Jerusalem should be detennined in the final 
status negotiations. 

The WCRP delegation said that the legiti- 
mate political aspirations of both Palestinians 
and Israelis should be accepred if Jerusalem 
is to enjoy peace. 

The delegation, which recognised Prince 
Hassan 's efforts in promoting peace and 
understanding among followers of the three 
Abrahamic faiths, discussed the possibility of 
convening the WCRP’s seventh world 
assembly in Amman in 1999 and invited 
Prince Hassan to open the assembly. 

The WCRP is an international movement 
with members from over 100 countries dedi- 
cated to promoting cooperation for peace 
among religions. 


Prince Hassan not to visit ferae! on Saturday, 
will go only when visit serves cause of peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan is not planning to 
visit Israel on Saturday as reported by. 
Israel Televison and some news agencies, 
an official source said Tuesday. 

The source confirmed that the Crown 
Prince had an invitation to attend the 
inauguration oF a peace centre in Tel Aviv 
named after the late Prime Minister, 
Yit 2 hak Rabin, but that he was not plan- 
ning to attend the event 

‘‘His Royal Highness had a long-stand- 
ing invitation to attend the opening of the 


Rabin Peace Centre at Tel Aviv Universi- 
ty on Saturday but he is not going." said 
the source. “The Crown Prince is in touch 
with (Israeli) Prime Minister (Benyamin) 
Netanyahu" over the issue, said the 
source without elaboration. 

“The Crown Prince, who has clearly 
demonstrated his commitment to peace, 
will visit Israel only if such a visit will 
serve the cause of peace,” said the source 
when asked whether a new date was set 
for him to visit the Jewish state. 


Crown Prince’s decision not to go to 
Israel is a strong message of protest 


> . -r? 
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By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times.Staff Reporter 

THE DECISION by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan not to visit Israel on 
Saturday came was clearly as a strong mes- 
sage of protest agaiDSt the policy followed 
by Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in violation of his country's 
agreements with the Palestinians. 

Much more so, when considering that the 
main objectives of the visit was to attend 
the opening of a centre of peace named 
after the late Yitzhak Rabin, Jordan's part- 
ner in peace until his assassination in 
November 1995. 

Given the great admiration and respect 
that the Jordanian leadership gives to the 
memory of Rabin, the Crown Prince's deci- 
sion not to attend the event should defi- 
nitely be seen as the Kingdom's anger over 
Mr. Netanyahu’s moves. 

The Crown Prince's decision not to go to 
Tel Aviv on Saturday came against reports 
from Israel the Netanyahu government was 
to formally announce today (Wednesday) 
that it was going ahead with building Jew- 
ish settlements in Arab East Jerusalem 
against strong Palestinian and Jordanian 
warnings that it would be in violation of the 
very essence of the Middle East peace 
process. 

Both His Majesty King Hussein and the 
Crown Prince have repeatedly made it very 
clear to Israel that any move to change the 
demographic and geographic features of 
the occupied territories is unacceptable, 
whether in the political, legal or religious 
context. 

On the political front, officials pointed 
out, the Israeli move to build a Jewish set- 
tlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim is a serious 
blow to the entire Middle East peace 
process. 

Equally important, the move could trigger 
a violent reaction from the Palestinians, 
who have already warned of such an even- 
tuality, which could scuttle what had been 
achieved since Arab-Israeli peace talks 
began in Madrid in 1992. 

In the legal context, Jordan finds the 
Israeli plan to build the so-called Har Homa 


neighbourhood on Jabal Abu Ghneim as a 
blatant violation of the very basic princi- 
ples on which the Arab-Israeli peace 
process took off in Madrid — United 
Nations Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338, which clearly spell out the land- 
. for- peace formula. 

Jordan also rejects the Israeli argument 
that there was no explicit stipulation in the 
Madrid principles that Israel could not 
build on die occupied territories as it con- 
tinued peace negotiations with the Arabs. 

On the contrary, officials here point out, 
the interim Oslo agreements, stemming 
from the Madrid process, clearly forbid any 
party from changing the features of the 
occupied territories pending a final settle- 
ment through negotiations on the future of 
Jerusalem. 

NEWS ANALYSIS j 

Furthermore, the Geneva conventions, 
which essentially form the basis for a host 
of international Jaws, reject the unilateral 
annexation of territory seized by force and 
forbid the occupier Irom moving its popu- 
lation into the occupied territories and 
changing the geographic features of the 
land under occupation. 

The United Nations Security Council has 
consistently described Israeli settlements in 
the occupied territories as illegal, thus giv- 
ing more international legitimacy to the 
argument against the Israeli policy of mov- 
ing more and more Jews into the occupied 
lands and creating fait accoraplis. 

In the religious context. Arab East 
Jerusalem, which holds Al Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock — the third most 
important holy site in Islam — is a highly 
emotive issue for Jordan, just as it is for the 
rest of the Muslim World. 

As such, notwithstanding Israeli argu- 
ments and "assurances of free access to all 
religions to Arab East Jerusalem," Jordan 
has always tried to press home the point 
that Israel should abandon its single-mind- 
ed quest to legitimise its occupation of die 

(Continued on page 7) 
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U.S. likely to seek 
air ban on Sudan 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, January 26, 19# 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
T tic United Slates plans to 
seek further United Nations 
sanctions against Sudan 
because of its alleged sup- 
port for terrorism, new Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright said on Friday. 

"Wc will continue to 
insist that Sudan desist 
trom supporting terrorist 
cctiiiiics and will be fol- 
lowing up in New York to 
try to get additional sanc- 
tions." Ms. Albright told 
journalists. 

"We are very concerned 
about Sudan’s support for 
terrorist activities," Ms. 
Albright. Washington's for- 
mer U.N. ambassador, said 
in her first news conference 
since she was sworn in a5 
secretary of state on Thurs- 
day. 

O.N, diplomatic and trav- 
el sanctions have been in 
force against Sudan since 
last May for Khartoum’s 
failure to extradite three 
men wanted for trial in 
Ethiopia for trying to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa in 
19Q5. 

Mr. Mubarak escaped 
unhurt. Sudan says it con 
find no trace of the three 
Mispects. 

Tlte sanctions require 
countries to cut back on 
staff at Sudanese diplomat- 
ic missions abroad to 
restrict the movement of 
remaining Sudanese staff, 
and to restrict entry to 
members of Sudan's gov- 
ernment. civil service and 
armed forces. 

Last August, the U.N. 
Security Council also voted 
to impose a ban on Sudan 
Airways flights to other 
U.N. memfcjer states, but 
postponed setting a date for 
it to go into force. No date 
has yet been set. 

Although State Depart- 
ment Spokesman Nicholas 


Bums told reporters soon 
after Ms. Albright spoke 
that no firm decision had 
been taken on seeking extra 
sanctions, other U.S. offi- 
cials said Washington was 
seeking implementation of 
the air ban. 

"We are certainly work- 
ing with the U.N. Security 
Council to implement sanc- 
tions on Sudan. What we 
are talking about is addi- 
tional sanctions concerning 
airline flights... we firmly 
believe the council should 
act." one official said. 

A key voice in the deci- 
sion is that of Egypt. cur- 
rently a Security Council 
member, which has yet to 
make up its mind. 

Sudan is one of seven 
countries on a State Depart- 
ment list of states alleged to 
support terrorism. The oth- 
ers are Iran, Iraq. Syria, 
Libya, North Korea and 
Cuba. 

Ms. Albright denied 
reports that Washington 
had exempted Sudan from a 
U.S. law barring certain 
financial transactions 
between American compa- 
nies and countries on the 
terrorism list, clearing the 
way for U.S. oil company 
Occidental Petroleum Corp 
to negotiate with the Khar- 
toum government. 

“There was no exemption 
asked for and no exemption 
was given.” she said in 
response to a question 
about a waiver for Sudan 
and Syria reported in 
Thursday's Washington 
Post. 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said on Thursday that 
although Washington had 
imposed comprehensive 
sanctions on Libya. Iran, 
Iraq, North Korea and 
Cuba, the sanctions on 
Sudan and Syria were “not 
total (but) partial". 


Iran boasts of its defence power .. 


TEHRAN (R) — A senior 
Iranian cleric said on Fri- 
day Iran had become a mil- 
itary power commanding 
tear in the region and even 
the United States knew that 
the country could defend 
itself. 

“This country has 
become a military' power. 
Our power has reached 
Mich a level lhat others fear 
it and America constantly 
expresses concern over it,” 
Ayatollah Ahmad Jannaii 
■mid in a mass Friday prayer 
sermon broadcast on 
Tehran radio. 

■Of course they lU.S.) 
vry a |i«; of rubbish and 
charge us with a lot of 
things hut they see that 
there is a military power 
here that can defend itself. 
And that is all we are say- 
ing also." said Ayatollah 
.l.innati. a member of the 
powerful Guardian Coun- 
cil. 

His remarks came u day 
.:f?ei Iranian President Akb- 


ar Hashemi Rafsanjahi said 
Tehran would “powerfully 
respond to any possible 
U.S. military measures and 
reveal to the world the real 
power of Iran." 

Iranian officials have 
reacted strongly to Western 
media reports linking 
Tehran to a June bombing 
in Saudi Arabia that killed 
19 U.S. airmen, saying the 
reports indicated Washing- 
ton was preparing an attack 
on the Islamic republic. 

Iran has not been official- 
ly linked to the truck bomb 
attack and the country has 
denied involvement. 

Diplomats have said the 
United States may strike at 
Iran if it is convinced that 
Tehran played a role in the 
attack. 

Iran, the Gulf s non-Arab 
power, has repeatedly 
denied U.S. charges that its 
military is a threat to the 
oil-rich region's Arab 
states, saying its armed 
forces are purely defencive. 




Turkish navy frigate Fatih anchors off the Famagusta port as thousands of Cypriot Turks waving Turkish 
and north Cyprus flags cheer on the arrival of Turkish navy ships on Saturday as a response to a decision 
by the Greek Cypriot government over the purchase of Bhissian S-300 missile (Reuters photo) 

Turkish warships visit northern Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — Hun- 
dreds of Turkish Cypriots 
gathered at the port of Fam- 
agusta Saturday to greet 
Turkish warships sent in 
response to the Greek 
Cypriot decision to buy 
Russian missiles. 

"The arrival of the ships 
is a message that under no 
condition will Turkey turn 
back on the support and 
security it provides the 
Turkish Cypriots." Taner 
Etkin, who serves as for- 
eign and defence minister 
of the self-declared repub- 


lic of northern Cyprus, told 
flag-waving crowds in a 
welcoming ceremony. His 
remarks were carried by the 
Turkish Cypriot news 
agency TAK. 

Turkey dispatched its 
Fatih frigate and two speed- 
boats to the divided island 
Friday in response to a 
Greek Cypriot government 
decision to deploy Russian- 
made surface-to-air mis- 
siles. 

The island has been divid- 
ed since 1 974^ when Turkey 
invaded the.. northern third 


in the wake of a short-lived 
coup by supporters of union 
with Greece. 

The breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state is only recog- 
nised by Turkey. 

Ankara has warned of 
military action to stop the 
missiles arrival on the 
island. 

Turkish Rear Admiral 
Aydin Gurul said Turkish 
warships would continue 
such visits in the future to 
show that ‘Turkey was 
determined to protea the 
rights” of the Turkish 


Cypriots. The vessels were 
expected to leave Famagus- 
ta Wednesday. 

Turkish warships have 
held manoeuvres off the 
island’s northern coast 
before, and Turkish jets 
often fly over northern 
Cyprus. 

Last week. Turkey 
warned it would establish 
air and naval bases in north- 
ern Cyprus if the missile 
purchase was realised and 
signed a military coopera- 
tion agreement with the 
Turkish Cypriot state. 


UAE sets up safeguard 
against Internet abuse 


DUBAI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates's (UAE) 
monopoly Internet provider 
launched a service on Satur- 
j day .to censor sites in cyber- 
space that breached local 
moral values and traditions. 

■Officials from state 
telecommunications compa- 
ny Etisalat said the the new 
proxy service would be com- 
pulsory for the UAE's 9,669 
subscribers, who will have to 
configure their web browsers 
that navi ante the net by Feb. 
2. 

"The service was launched 
today as part of our efforts ro 
improve the Internet service 
to our subscribers after 
lengthy study and research," 
said one official at EtisalaL 

“We were working on it 
before some official state- 
ments were made on the need 
to control access to some sites 
on the serv ice." he told 
Reuters. The move follows 
repeated calls to regulate 
access to the Internet in the 
conservative Gulf region, 
where most women are 
veiled, magazine pictures 
revealing cleavage or bare 
legs are blacked out and ques- 
tioning the existence of God 
can be punishable by death. 


Some are worried about the 
spread of pornography as 
well as religious and political 
material through the world- 
wide network of inteiimked 
computers. ^ ‘ ' 

Last year, Dubai police 
chief Major General' Dhahi 
Khalfan Taraim created a rare 
public row in the UAE saying 
the Information Ministry and 
the police, rather that Etisalat, 
should be authorised ro issue 
Internet licences as it was 
their job to monitor data com- 
ing into the UAE and main- 
tain security. 

Telecommunications expe- 
rts say the proxy service will 
not be “fully water-tight”, but 
would help block access to 
known and unwanted sites — 
a list of which could be con- 
stantly updared. 

The proxy service will be 
pre-fed with Internet address- 
es where access is blocked 
off. industry sources said. But 
the server will be unable to 
block access if addresses of 
prohibited sites are changed, 
as frequently happens. 

Etisalat says it will discon- 
nect any customer who 
abused its Internet services 
and violated “order and clear 
laws.” 


UAE police chief wants law 
against laundering money 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
police commander urged 
authorities on Saturday to 
introduce laws to fight 
.‘momytaund^g. foiling 
the enforcement or suffer 
punishment ngainst 1 drug 
smugglers. ‘ “ 

*“ Dhahi Khalfan, chief of the 
Dubai police, said the UAE 
was sending police officers 
abroad for training in uncov- 
ering laundering operations. 

“But the absence of a law 
in this regard is paralysing 
our movements. The intro- 
duction of such a law will 
help protect not only the 
UAE society but the 
international community as 
drug dealing is classified as 
an international crime,” Gen- 
eral Khalfan told the eco- 
nomic weekly Al Tqtesadi. 

“We should uproot such 
activities and this will not be 
possible without a stiff and 
dear legislation. We have 
made proposals to the com- 
petent authorities and are 
still awaiting a response.” 

Gen. Khalfan did not say 
whether there have been 
laundering cases in the UAE, 
an economically open Gulf 
country, where foreigners 
exceed two thirds of its pop- 


ulation. Most of them are 
from India, Pakistan and 
other Asian nations. 

The UAE last year 
approved harsh penalties, 
including capital r punish- 
ment, againk drug trafficked 
following a surge in narcotic 
smuggling. More than eight 
tonnes of heroin, hashish and 
other drugs have been seized 
over the past three yeans and 
most of the culprits were 
from Pakistan. 

Gen. Khalfan complained 
that banks and other finan- 
cial institutions in the UAE 
were reluctant to cooperate 
with security authorities. 

“We are against the talk 
that security supervision 
over banking operations in 
this connection will affect 
economic activity and con- 
travene with the polides of 
free movement of capital ” 
he said. 

“Most advanced countries 
enforce tight measures to 
ensure legitimate movement 
of investments... We propose 
that security systems in the 
UAE participate in the 
process of granting permis- 
sions to new investors seek- 
ing ro start business or other 
economic activity in the 
country.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwaiti panel approves conjugal visits 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti parliamentary panel has 
approved conjugation^ visits for prisoners and their wives, a 
newspaper reported on Saturday. Al Rai Al Aam daily said 
parliament’s internal affairs and defence committee approved 
the measure in prindple provided prison authorities decide 
on restrictions governing such visits. The move requires full 
parliamentary approval ahead of sending it to the govern- 
ment. The panel also approved a proposal to bold all under- 
age youths found on Kuwaiti streets after midnight. Parents 
would have to collect their detained children from the police, 
the newspaper added. 

U.S. Navy stops sanctions-busting ship 

DUBAI (R) — The U.S. Navy has intercepted a ship sus- 
pected of trying to cany computers, vehicle parts and tyres to 
Iraq in violation of U.N. sanctions, a navy spokesman in the 
Gulf said on Friday. The navy boarded the United Arab Emi- 
rates-flagged cargo ship on “evidence that it was Iraq-bound” 
on Wednesday and found 250 computers, 600 tyres and 
quantities of parts. Commander T. McCreary told Reuters. 
•This is about the I2th inbound ship that we have intercept- 
ed since we stopped the first one in September 1995," he 
said. A multinational force has been checking shipping in the 
Gulf to enforce the U.N. trade embargo imposed on Iraq after 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The U.S. spokesman said the 
operation was continuing to stop the flow of goods not cov- 
ered by an oil-for-food deal between Iraq and the United 
Nations which came into effect last month. 

Egypt busts network ‘trained in Albania’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Forty-one members of the group Jihad 
have been arrested on their return from Albania and 
A fghanistan where they were trained ro carry out attacks on 
security officials, a government weekly said. Akbbar Al Yom, 
in its Saturday edition, reported that the arrests were made in 
the Cairo region and in Sharqiya. northeast of the capital. It 
did not give a date. The group was planning to assassinate 
security officials, to sabotage economic institutions and 
attack tourism targets in a bid ro wreck the economy, it 
charged, adding that the militants were trained in Albania and 
Afghanistan. “The Jihad has set up centres in nine countries: 
five Arab states, three European and an Asian country," said 
Akhbar Al Yom without naming thera. 

Turkey to buy early warning aircraft 

ANKARA (AFP — Turkey is planning ro buy between three 
and six airborne early warning (AEW) aircraft to bolster its 
air defences, a senior government official said Saturday. 
“Under our defence strategy the acquisition of AEW capabil- 
ities is one of the highest-priority projects and we expect to 
reach a contract decision before the end of this year,” the offi- 
cial told AFP. Defence sources the cost would be between 
$500 milli on and $1 billion, depending on the number of 
planes Turkey decided to buy. They said the likely sellers 
included three U-S. companies and an Israeli firm. Turkish 
officials have already had preliminary talks with the U.S 
Boeing, producers of AWACS: Northrop Grumman, produc- 
ers of E-2C Hawkeye; Lockheed Martin, producers of the 
AEW version of C-13OT: anclTsrael’s Israeli Aircraft Indus- 
tries. producers of Phalcorr systems. Turkey said last year 
that it would spend nearly $150 billion on defence procure- 
ment over the next 30 years. The plans include the purchase 
of 640 aircraft, over SOOmilitaiy aircraft, 2,000 tanks and 10 
frigates. 

Egypt revokes licence to seek Alexander 

CAIRO (Rj — The Egyptian government has revoked a 
Greek archaeologist's licence to excavate, saying her search 
for the tomb of Alexander the Great was one of the worst 
pieces of archaeology it had ever seen. The archaeologist 
Liana Souvaltzi. announced in 1995 that she had found the 
tomb in Siwa oasis in northwestern Egypt but Greek and 
Egyptian archaeologists dismissed her claims. She called the 
latest Egyptian charges “wretched lies.” Ali Hassan. secre- 
tary general of the state’s Supreme Council for Antiquities, 
told a news conference that none of 22 specialists had a good 
word to say about the methods of her Greek mission, which 
was suspended in October pending an inquiry. “The system 
was one of the worst in the field of archaeology. The experts 
studied it for six hours and at the end none of them said even 
‘give her a chance' . They said it has to be stopped," Mr. Has- 
san said. “The report of the inquiry was one of the worst I 
have ever seen, on the methods, on the recording, on photog- 
raphy, on jumping from one place to another as if hunting," 
be added. “No wise archaeologist declares the result of his 
excavations before reaching the end.. .this is not archaeology, 
this is political propaganda- It has nothing to do with science 
and this is the case of the Greek mission,” he said. 
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IO RDAN TELEVISION 

7W. 773H! -19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

13:30 .Cartoon 

14:110 French Programmes 

14:30 Cometh — The Famous Five 
15:00 Feature Film — 'The 
Yount: Adventures" 

16:50 ....Cal! For Prayer And Htar 

17:30 You Bet Your Life 

1K:0U Magazine — Pout Pas 
Rev er 

19:00 Le Journal 

I'M? Magazine — Sports Et 
Musique 

19:30 New s Headlines 

1**:35 Fresh Prince Of Bel- Air 

20:00 Oriental Rugs 

21h30 Science Fiction — Baby- 
lon ? 

21:10 .... Tycoons (Documentary) 

22:00 - News in English 

22:25 Warn in a Changing World 

23:00 Hoi Shots 

23:50 Mini-Series — "Rdse Arrest” 
01:15 Ramadan Talks 

PRAYER TIMES 

« 5 :CW Fajr 

06:29 tSunrise) Duha 

1 1:48. Dhuhr 

14:43 ‘Asr 

17;07 Maghreb 

1&27 'Isha 

SL Man of Nazareth Church 

Sw eiSeh] Td. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Church of the Annunication 

Tel. 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evange&al Local Church 

in Amman Td. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Bulletin siqtplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with skies partly 
cloudy. There will be a chance for 
scattered showers in the northern 
and central parts of the Kingdom 
and winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Min/Max. temp. 
Amman 


-02/i ; 


Aqaba....... .08/19 

Deserts...... - 00/14 

Jordan \aUey — .07/19 

Yesterday s high temperatures: 
Amman II. Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 73 per cent, 
Aqaba 34 per cere. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Shuqair 
Dr. NidalAlASSa’d ...» 

Dr. IsamAIAsnar 

Dr. Osama A] Hussemi 

Firjs pharmacy 

Ferdcnvs pharmacy 

Al Asema pharmacy — 

Noiroukh pharmacy 

Al Sal am pharmacy _ 

Yucoub pharmacy' 

Shmeisani pharmacy _~ 
Najib pharmacy 


-652693 

-751673 

-890504 

..847289 

.661912 

.778336 

.637055 

.623672 

-636730 

.644945 

.637660 

.847632 


IRBO): 

Dr. Mozen Abu Baker -552206 

Al Quds phannaev ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. NabOAISaferinl —.901323 
Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 17 


Rxxi Control Centre. 6371 1 1 

CMJDs&nrc Deportment — 661 HI 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency’. 1 99 

Rescue Police 192.621 1 1 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775)21 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Ctept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. .661 176 

Ui»&SeweiM?G3rT^anK_897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs. 661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co^ 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Game _8 1 38 1 3/32 

Ktalidi Maternity 64428 1 /6 

Akileh Mate mi iy. — 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity —642362 
Malta*. J. Amman 636140 


Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhlL AbdaJi — 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —.771101/3 

Al-Bashir —775] 1 1/26 

Apny, Marica 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Ariial Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .865199 

ZARQA: " 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

.109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Shut Hospital— (09)986732 
A] Hikma Modem Hospital 

109)990990 

IRBHh 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya 
103)314111 


F.TVl KKftENClfiS Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 


VaUTHF . TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
airport 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (Rif information 
department at the Quern Alia 


International Airport TeL 
(08 i5 3200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone OH [52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

08:15 Bombay 1RJ) 

0&35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10. *00 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

I0t05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:30 — , Jeddah (add) (RJj 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 — Bmssels, Paris (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

19:15 — .. — Tel Aviv (adduRJ) 

17 JO «_-.Tunis (RJ) 

20*10 — Frankfurt, Athens (RJ) 

21:25 — Vienna (RJ) 

21:25 Rome. Tunis (RJ) 

00--25 — Cairo (RJ) 

Hospital 01:59 Shariqah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:20 ........ .Tel Aviv (LY) 

12:40 Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 Moscow (SU) 

20:10 „ —Beirut (ME) 

20 JO -Cairo (MS) 

%-in . 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 — Bemit (RJ) 

09:30 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00 .Tunis (RJ) 

11:15 Rome (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

1*30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:30 Athens, Vienna (RJ) 

J3 ;1S — .Loudon (RJ) 

16:00 Marka. Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

1^00 —Shariqah (add) iRJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (add) 
(RJ) } 

20-.30 feddah(Rj) 

2*40 .Cairo (RJ) 

-1.15 ..-New Delhi (RJ) 

Sinn r-Dubai/RJ) 

tr” 0 Damascus (Rj) 

Z&10 — Singapore, Jakarta (RJj 
Bangkok (Rj) 

01:00 Al ‘Ain (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06|30 London (KJ) 

07-00 Beirut (ME) 

—Tel Aviv 0.Y) 

...Damascus, London (BA) 
-Doha(GF) 


23:10 Istanbul OK) 

23:50 London, Beirut (BA) 

01:25 — Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


13:30 
16:35 
21:25.,.., 
02:30 _ 
06:00 - 


•Moscow (SU) 
Cairo (MS) 


-Amsterdam (KL) 

-Istanbul (TK) 


ROJal Wing (RW) FBghts 


09:50 Aqaba I.RW) (departing 
from Marka Airport) 

20 JO Aqaba (RW) 

HL1AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman — &0Q am. every Monday 
Arc Domacus — 5£0 pjn.e\«y Monday 
Dep. Danifecus — 7:30 am. every Sunday 
Ait Amman pm. every Sundry 

MARKET p RTrirt; 

Upperflmver price in JUs per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana - - .550/550 

Banana (imported) .900/700 

Cabbage ......60/40 

Carrot JUM/160 

Cauliflower. ...... 170/100 

Cucumber (laige) 180/100 

Cucumber (small) -33<V2000 

Eggplam 150/100 

Fava beans 800/650 

■- 1100/850 

Grape fruit ...150/80 

- - 360/250 

Marrow (large) 140/100 

Marrow (small) 7 20 /180 

Onion (green) 180/100 

Onion (dry) 180/100 

-- -550/400 

™ 850/700 

Pe PP er l hot) - 280/180 

P&pper (sween .-.280/180 

? otato — 260/160 

130/100 

“P 1 . 0 ** 230/150 

Stnng beans_ 600/400 

Tomato ...1..150/100 


4 * 
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4 ■£. 
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Home News 


Princess Wijdan joins Institute of Diplomacy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Institute 
of Diplomacy (ID) Presi- 
dent Mazen Armouti Satur- 
day announced the appoint- 
ment of HRH Princess Wij- 
dan Ali as lecturer and 
senior researcher at the ID 
starting Feb. 1, 1997. 

Dr. Armouti said that 
Princess Wijdan ’s distinc- 
tive knowledge of Islamic 
art and civilisation studies 
and 'international cultural 
relations, in addition to her 
vast experience in the fields 
of diplomacy, university 
teaching, writing, arts, and 
volunteer work, as well as 
membership in cultural 

oi^anisations will enrich 

the ID and its work. 

Princess Wijdan holds a 
Ph.D. and masters degree in 
Islamic art from the School 
of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS) of the Uni- 



Princess Wijdan Ali 


versity of London, and a 
B.A. in history from the 
Beirut College for Women 
(now the Lebanese Ameri- 
can University). 

In 1991, she became a 
part-tune lecturer of Islam- 
ic art and aesthetics at the 
Department of Fine Arts of 
Yarmouk University, Irbid. 
The Princess became presi- 
dent of the founding com- 
mittee of the Higher Insti- 
tute for Islamic Art and 
Architecture of AL al Bayt 
University in 1992, after 
which she became assistant 
professor of Islamic art and 
aesthetics. 

Princess Wijdan founded 
the Royal Society for Fine 
Arts in 1979 and the 
National Museum of Fme 
Arts in Amman a year later. 


New political party to convene first conference 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Officially 
licensed by the Ministry of 
Interior only a month ago, 
the youngest of Jordan's 26 
political parties, the Arab 
Land Party, will hold its 
first national conference in 
the next few weeks, the 
party’s Secretary General 
Mohammed Ouran 

announced. 

Registered with 67 
founding members, the 
executive committee of the 
party expects to reach the 
national conference with 
250-300 members. Dr. 
Ouran said. 

With a hardline national- 
ist platform, the Arab Land 
Pany counts among its first 
priorities the “return of all 
occupied Arab land to the 
Arab people" and strongly 
rejects the peace process as 
a whole. Dr. Ouran told the 
Jordan Times in an tuter- 


view on Saturday. 

“The (recently signed) 
Hebron agreement confines 
the Arabs to a small area 
where they can neither 
move nor manoeuvre freely 
and we refuse it both as a 
separate agreement and as 
pan of the Oslo accords," 
Dr. Ouran commented. 

Against both the 1994 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty and the normalisa- 
tion process with Israel on 
the grounds that “this peace 
is neither equal nor just." 
Dr. Ouran said his party 
strongly criticises the 
"Arab order” and the poli- 
cies implemented by many 
Arab states. 

“The Arab states failed to 
achieve military success, to 
implement real democracy, 
to reach social justice and 
to fight corruption." he 
stated. 

At the internal level, the 
Arab Land Party's political 
programme focuses on the 


“unity between Jordanians 
and Palestinians, who built 
this country (Jordan) 
together and are part of the 
same people," Dr. Ouran 
continued. 

As for the thorny issue of 
the election law slated for 
passage prior to the next 
parliamentary elections. 
Dr. Ouran was strongly 
critical that “such an 
important issue was left to 
the last months of the legis- 
lature.” 

“Now the Parliament will 
have to cook a new election 
law very fast." he said, and 
there will not be enough 
time for a real national 
democratic debare. 

While other opposition 
parties. including the 
Islamic Action Front (I.AF) 
and the main leftist groups, 
have proposed either die 
unification of Jordan's 12 
voting districts under one 
single constituency or 'the 
division of the Kingdom’s 


territory into a number of 
constituencies equivjjent 
to the number of deputies 
to be elected to Parliament, 
the Arab Land Party’s solu- 
tion represents a median 
point between the two pro- 
posals. 

“The size of the existing 
electoral districts should be 
reduced, but, at the same 
time, their number should 
not be too high," Dr. Ouran 
maintained. 

He declared his party 
rejects the current one-per- 
son, one-vote formula, 
though for the past few 
months the government has 
reiterated its firm intention 
not to abandon such a for- 
mula. 

Dr. Ouran also told the 
Jordan Times' that his party 
envisages the allocation of 
“two or three preferences 
for each voter.” 


Jordan to host Internet 
training course 


! 

.AMMAN (J.T.) 


■ . i .. \* 

In. the 

first pan of May, Jordan 
will host a regional training 
course organised by the 
U.S.-based Internet Soci- 
ety, Director of the Nation- 
al Information Centre 
(NIC) Yousef Nussair 
announced Saturday. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Tunes, Dr. 
Nasser could not confirm 
how many countries and 
institutions, both private 
and public, would partici- 
pate in the one-week 
course, still in its prepara- 
tory phase. 

The Internet Society is 
the body in charge of the 
Internet all over the world 
and annually holds a train- 


ing course in' different des- 
ignated capital cities. 

“This year, the Internet 
Society will hold two train- 
ing courses, one in Amman 
for the Middle East region 
and another one. in June, in 
Gudalapur, India for partic- 
ipants world-wide.” Dr. 
Nussair said. 

The course will cover 
“Internet technology and 
how to manage networks." 
Dr. Nussair explained, 
adding that the training 
team will be composed of 
experts from ■ different 
countries — mainly the 
United States and the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 


‘ARABSAT transmissions operative’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Televi- 
sion and telephone trans- 
jpissiops. .cqvered.. by the 
Arab Satellite Organisation 
(ARABSAT) ~ Friday 
became operative through 
the use of a second satellite 
of the ARABSAT 2B, 
according to Jordan 
Telecommunication Com- 
pany (TCC) General Man- 
ager Ma’moun Balqar. 

Mr. Balqar said that the 
ARABSAT 2B, launched in 
November last year in Cen- 
tral Africa, is now ready for 
commercial operation after 
“successful” tests at a fixed 
position of 36.000 kilome- 
tres above the earth. 

He maintained that the 
third satellite of the first 
generation, ARABSAT 1C, 
is still in service but added 
that the organisation is 


studying options for leasing, 
selling or keeping this satel- 
lite as back up. 

Regarding ARABSAT 1B^ 
launched in July of last year, 
Mr. BaJqar affirmed that it 
was leased to other foreign 
companies and institutions. 

He added that this satellite 
is serving southern Europe 
and North Africa. 

The Arab Satellite Organi- 
sation, founded by the Arab 
League's Ministers of Post 
and Communications in 
1 976, aims to create a pan- 
Arab satellite network to 
serve telephone and televi- 
sion systems. 

Over 20 Arab countries 
are linked to ARABSAT 
which launched its first and 
second satellites in Febru- 
ary and June of 1985 
respectively. 


What is Ramadan? 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 26 , 1997 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday performs the Maghreb prayers in an iftar banquet at Al Hussein Youth City. 
The iftar was held for senior staff of the Jordanian Armed Forces, the General Intelligence Department, Civil 
Defence, Public Security, the Palestinian Liberation Army as well as retired military servicemen. The banquet was 
attended by HRH Crown Prince Hassan, Royal family members, Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Khasawneh. the King's advisers. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Reid Marshal Abdul 
Hafez Murei Ka'abneh, and other senior officials- (Photo by Boghos) 


Prime minister inaugurates 
institutes at Marka, Sahab 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Saturday affirmed 
that the Kingdom is striving 
towards self-reliance and 
that the government is 
looking for qualified, well- 
trained, and productive cit- 
izens. 

In a speech at the inaugu- 
ration ceremony of the 
Vocational Training Corpo- 
ration's (VTC) training 
institute at Marka, Mr. 
Kabariti. said, “the Jordan- 
ian market- is no longer in 
need of academics but 
rather in need of qualified 
and well-trained labour- 
ers.’* 

He added that the govern- 
ment fully supports VTC 
efforts in implementing 
such institutes and thanked 
international foundations 
which have extended assis- 
tance to the VTC, notably 
the Japanese who tdjfik pan 
in establishing the" most 
important 'fraini ng sections 
at the corporation! 

Mr. Kabariti stated his 
hope that such an institute 
would train other Arab 
labourers to enable them to 
develop their own coun- 
tries. 

VTC Director General Ali 
Nasrallah said that in 1996 
the corporation trained 
120,000 people, thereby 
forming 15 per cent of the 
total Jordanian workforce. 

The Marka Institute and 



Prime minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Saturday inaugurates Institute for Metal 
Industries at Sahab (Petra photo) 


adjoining workshops were 
constructed on an 8,400 
square metre plot of land at 
an estimated cost of JD 1.5 
million with equipment and 
machinery tabulating an 
additional JD1 million. 

The institute was created 
to update vocational train- 
ing instructors and provide 
them with model awareness 
and guidance programmes. 

Also Saturday, Mr. 
Kabariti inaugurated the 
Institute for Metal Indus- 
tries at Sahab. designed to 


assist .Jordan . increase 
exports, become competi- 
tive in global markets, 
improve specifications and 
standards of national prod- 
ucts and alleviate unem- 
ployment. 

The institute will be built 
on 6,000 square metres at 
an estimated cost of JD 
4.071 million. 

The institute is comprised 
of ten workshops specialis- 
ing in welding, metal paint, 
thermal metal testing, a 
casting workshop and other 


. related facilities. 

The institute is a joint Jor- 
danian-Japanese venture 
also aided by the World 
Bank. 

The Japanese are donat- 
ing JDI.803 million, the 
World Bank will extend a 
JDI.236 million loan to 
cover part of the construc- 
tion cost and the Jordanian 
government is allocating 
JD1.031 million. 

The Japanese will also 
provide training for Jorda- 
nians in Japan. 


Cabinet refers 
draft amendment 
for tourism law to 


What’s Going On 


CONCERT 


* Performance by artists from Mafraq govemorate at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 
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By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Different tra- 
ditions have predominated 
in different parts of the 
Islamic World to celebrate 
the holy month of 
Ramadan. 

In Halab, Syria when a 
child reaches adolescence 
and begins to fast, his fam- 
ily celebrates with a feast, 
inviting family and friends. 

In Istanbul. Turkey it is a 
custom for family mem- 
bers to gather up after the 
afternoon prayers to read 
the Koran and answer 
questions about religion 
and Islam. 

But what happens during 
Ramadan? And what are 
some traditions" which 
Islamic countries share? 

Ramadan is the holy 
month in which all Mus- 
lims who have reached 
adolescence are obligated 
to fast from dawn until 
sunset barring illness or 
travel. 

In the case of a voyage or 
indisposition the days in 
which one does not fast 
must be compensated 
before the following 
Ramadan of the next year. 

The governments of 
Islamic countries have spe- 
cial laws prohibiting public 
eating, smoking and drink- 
ing during the month of 
Ramadan and restaurants 


close during the day only 
to open just before sunset 
for the breaking of the fast 
(iftar). 

The Ministry of Awqaf 
holds special introductory 
Ramadan lectures and the 
police have the authority to 
■ jail anyone who eats in 
public during the month 
and release him the second 
day of the Eid feast, a min- 
istry spokesman said. 

Ramadan has always had 
. special meaning and cele- 
brations in the Arab Islam- 
ic world. 

In earlier centuries.-rfeli- 
gious judges were asked to 
take a journey to witness 
the new crescent announc- 
ing the beginning of the 
new lunar month 
(Ramadan). 

Even in our days judges 
observe the crescent as evi- 
dence of the beginning of 
Ramadan, some go to the 
desert to await the cresem 
as the weather is much 
clearer there, if the cres- 
cent is witnessed at that 
point then Ramadan is 
declared if not then they 
continue Sha’aban (the 
lunar month precedent to 
Ramadan), considering it a 
30-day month, and begin 
the fast the following day. 

In Egypt, there is a bench 
built for these judges, 
existing since the Fatimid 
Era, located high on a 
mountain and overlooking 


mosques. 

They also ascended 
minarets in expectation of 
the crescent 

In the past huge festivals 
were held to greet 
Ramadan, the Khalifa and 
his ministers would dress 
up and go into the streets to 
celebrate astride horses in 
golden saddles and soldiers 
carrying arrows and 
weapons coated in gold 
and silver while holding 
colourful flags. 

Ramadan has always 
been significant for the 
Islamic world, it is often 
greeted with joy and Awqaf 
directors labour in Sha’a- 
ban to refurbish the 
mosques — from carpets 
to painting to ensuring that 
lights and water fountains, 
used for ritual ablution 
before praying, are in good 
working condition. 

In the 14th and 15th cen- 
tury candle markets used to 
celebrate Ramadan by sus- 
pending candle lamps on 
all shops aside various 
other candles some reach- 
ing an estimated weight of 
10 pounds. 

People would cany these 
after sunset when they left 
for their prayers and shops 
stayed open until the mid- 
dle of the night; these tradi- 
tions have stayed with us 
until today. 

The iftar this month 
remains a culinary delight. 


some foods are prepared 
especially for Ramadan 
such as qu mar-addin, a 
jelly made of sun-dried 
apricots, kunafa and 
katayef, a fried dough gen- 
erally stuffed with cheese, 
nuts or dry fruit. 

Diiring the month as shop 
owners stay up lare, one 
can often espy them read- 
ing Koran and praying. 

Caf£s and restaurants are 
open late during Ramadan 
as well and, in Amman, 
one can see cafds which 
have covered up their 
verandas with coloured 
carpets for heat conserva- 
tion and narguiles. cards 
and backgammon are in 
action until the wee hours 
of the morning. 

People often break their 
fast in houses, perform 
their last prayers and then 
go out for a few hours with 
their friends. 

The last . prayer ( £l- 
Tsha) is mostly attended 
by men. small mosques 
close after the ‘Isha and 
Tarawih prayers while the 
bigger mosques stay open 
until Suhor and Imsak. 

The mosque lights usual- 
ly burn through the night 
and minarets are also illu- 
minated. 


Parliament 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government Saturday referred to 
Parliament a draft amending the current Tourism Law and 
incorporating a provision to give legal status to the Jordan- 
ian Tourism Bureau (JTB). 

The JTB is made up of representatives of tourisr corpora- 
tions and establishments from both the private and public 
sectors which cooperate with the Ministry of Tourism to 
promote the tourism industry. 

It has a supervisory and advisory role. 

The proposed amendment to the law would provide, the 
organisation with legal status, financial and administrative 
independence and regulate the responsibilities and obliga- 
tions of the organisation. 

It stipulates that JTB members include ministries, official 
establishments concerned with tourism and licensed tourist 
agencies whose representation will be regulated through 
specific legislation. 

The draft amendment calls for the formation of an admin- 
istrative council that establishes regulations, decisions and 
procedures specific to the organisation, method of voting 
members in. authority, assigned responsibilities, the con- 
vening of meetings, and decision-making, in addition to 
other administrative and financial responsibilities. 

Jordan joins world tour guide group 

Also Saturday, Jordan joined the International Tour 
Guide Association (ITGA), becoming the first Arab state to 
do so. 

Mohammad Ibrahim, representative of the Jordanian 
Tour Guides Society (JTGS) said the Kingdom’s member- 
ship would enhance its tourism capabilities and broaden its 
experience. 

He said the JTGS would participate in the ITGA's con- 
ferences held in Montreal, Canada, as well as in training 
courses regularly conducted by the association. 


* “Woman and Democracy” (in Arabic) with the partici- 
pation of Ms. Emile Naffa', Dr. Eida Al Mutiaq, and Ms. 
Hstya Hwaik Atiyyah at the Orthodox Club, Abdoun at 
8:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

,* R air t d ani at exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve 
(silver nature jeweleiy, jams, dried fruits) and Jordan 
River Designs (JRD) ornaments (tabelcloths, candies, 
embroidered accessories) at JRD showroom, Jabal 
Amniaa, Frist Ciritfe (Tel. 613081). until Feb. 10. 

* Exhibition on the “Institute of the Arab World in Paris" 
at die French Cultural Centre^ until Feb. 6. 

* Paintings by Muhammad Ali Shaker at the Orient 
Gallery, Issam Ajtocun Street, Shmeisani, until Jan. 30. 

* ideographic exhibition on the life of the Founder of 
Pakistan .at. Quaid-e-Azam Hall, Embassy of Pakistan. 
Jabal Welbdeh {Tel. 622787. 624680), until January 3 1 . 

* Works.by contemporary Arab artists entitled ’The New 
Collection” at.Darat Al Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 
643251/2), until Feb. 27. 

*' Works by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, urUil Jan. 30. 


Condolences 


The editor and staff of the Jordan Times offer 
their sincere condolences over the passing of 


Hilaneh Jadallah Ghbar 


widow of Zakharia Ghattas Nasrallah 
and mother of their dear friend 
and colleague 

Elia Nasrallah (Abu Nader) 





4 World News 


Taleban refuse to attend Tehran 
talks with Afghan rivals 


KABUL (AFP) — The Ta- 
leban Saturday ruled out 
any negotiations with their 
rivals until the Islamic mili- 
tia's administration was 
accepted. 

“Negotiations can be held 
with 'them provided they 
accept the establishment of 
ihe Islamic government." 
Mulla Mohammad Rubbani. 
chairman of the ruling Tale- 
ban council in Kabul told 
journal ists. 

The militia, which refused 
to send a delegation to the 
Iran-sponsored intra-Af- 
ghan dialogue, held explo- 
ratory talks with the opposi- 
tion in Pakistan earlier this 
month under the United 
Nations auspices. : 

Mr. Rabhuni. number two 
to Taleban supreme leader 
Mulla Mohammad Omar, 
said the opponents "have 
never been honest" in talks 
in the past. 

"Whenever they tihe op- 
position i have started nego- 
tiations through various 
mediators, they have re- 
grouped their ft trees." he 


said, adding that the militia 
was “ready for honest 
talks." 

“We are not against peace, 
but it should be genuine and 
based on Islamic principles. 
Peace and negotiations are 
useless, if they use them for 
re-equipping rheir military 
forces.” he said. 

Mr. Rabbuni had disap- 
peared from Kabul for un- 
disclosed reasons after hav- 
ing led the Taleban \s tak- 
eover of Kabul on Sept. 27 
and returned to the capital 
only two days ago after an 
absence of almost four 
months. 

Some of his colleagues 
said he had developed some 
“mental problems due to a 
lot of shell shocks" in the 
course of the 18-year- long 
Afghan conflict and had 
gone to the Gulf states for 
treatment. 

Clad in a black turban aiul 
brown coal. Mr. Rabbani 
said he had gone to Saudi 
Arabia for talks with the 
Saudi authorities. 

He said he briefed the 


Saudis on the destruction 
Afghans had suffered and to 
ask them for assistance. 

Over the past 10 days, the 
religious militia has scored 
dramatic territorial gains 
against the ousted govern- 
ment’s military commander. 
Ahmad Shah Masood and 
northern Uzbek General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

Last Thursday, they 
pushed the Masood and 
Dostum forces into rwo nar- 
row valleys when they 
swiftly overran two strate- 
gic towns. Jabul Seraj and 
Gulbahar. 

In October, the local peo- 
ple of these areas had 
launched an uprising 
against the Taleban and 
forced the militia to evacu- 
ate the territory after suffer- 
ing heavy casualties. 

The Taleban opponents 
hate reportedly accused the 
militia dominated by Pash- 
tuns of practising ethnic 
cleansing in die Parwan 
provincial capital of Chari- 
kar and other newly cap- 
tured etlinic-Tajik towns 



South Korean President Kim Young-Sara (left) is welcomed by Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto on arrival at a hotel in the Japanese hot springs resort 
of Beppu Saturday for a two-day summit, as security policemen keep close watch 
behind them. Security was tight with nearly 4.000 police on alert (Reuter photo) 

Comfort women issue spoils 
Japan-South Korea summit 


BEPPU |R) — Japan and 
Smith Korea Saturday 
ended a summit meeting 
maned by a fresh row over 
Japan’s World War II use of 
Korean "comfort women." 
an ismic siilJ ulini-sensitive 
alter nunc lhan hall a centu- 
ry. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto wa> pm in the 
embar.issing position of 
apologising to South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sum at the \ cry outset of the 
meeting for inflammatory 
remarks by his spokesman 
about Tokyo's use of se\ 
slaves in World War II. 

Noisy protests by hun- 
dreds ol Japanese u lira- 
rightwingers. who defend 
many of Japan’s World War 
II actions, added to tension 
at the summit in this nor- 
mally placid hoi springs 
resun. 

The rightwingers, from all 
parts of Japan, drove 150 
trucks with loudspeakers 
through Beppu denouncing 
“unreasonable South Ko- 
rean demands" for a World 
War II apology by Japan. 

At a joint news confer- 
ence. Mr. Hashimoto and 
Mr. Kim admitted differ- 
ences and called for "fu- 
ture-oriented relations" that 
would leave the bitter pasr 
behind. 

"We must recognise there 
are differences between our 
nations. Mr. Hashimoto 
said. 

“We can’t hide and erase 
what happened in the past 
and we must develop our 
future while looking at the 
past, Mr. Kim said. 

On the eve of the summit. 
Japan's chief Cabinet Sec- 
retary Seiroku Kajiyama 
upset Smith Korean sensi- 
tises when he said there 
was a “social background" 
to Tokyo’s use of sex slaves. 

About 200.000 capmred 
“comfort women" from 
Korea, the Philippines. 
China. Indonesia and the 
Netherlands were forced to 


work in front-line brothels 
for Japan's military. 

“It is odd teaching them 
t Japanese schoolchildren i 
of the comfort women is- 
sue. without leaching the 
social background of an 
authorised prostitution sys- 
tem at that time." Mr, Ku- 
jiyuma said. 

Mr. Hashimoto immedi- 
ately went into damage con- 
trol at a lunch w hicli started 
the summit, telling Mr. Kim 
his tup spokesman’s com- 
ments were not the view of 
the Japanese government. 

“On the issue of coin Ion 
women. I am worried about 
the impact of reported re- 
marks by chid cabinet sec- 
retary Kajiyama." Mr. Ha- 
shimoio iolil Mr. Kim. "I 
ant sorry “ 

Repeating remarks he 
made in a summit meeting 
in South Korea with Mr. 
Kim last June. Mr. Hashi- 
moto said there was no way 
for Japan to defend itself on 
the comfort women issue. 

“At no other time has 
women’s honour and digni- 
ty been hurt more titan in 
this case," Mr. Hashimoto 
said. 

Mr. Kim. already angry at 
his hostile reception from 
right-wing demonstrators, 
told Mr. Hashimoto South 
Koreans were outraged by 
Mr. Kajiyama’s remarks 

“The timing of the report- 
ed remarks is unfortunate. 
Explanations must be given 
to satisfy the Korean people 
who were shocked by the 
remarks." Mr. Kim told Mr. 
Hashimoto. 

A decades-long row over 
Japan’s failure to pay offi- 
cial compensation to the 
women Hared curly this 
month when the Asian wo- 
men's fund, a private group 
set up in 1995 with govern- 
ment support, paid money 
ro seven ageing Korean 
women. 

South Korea does not 
want government-to-go- 
vemment compensation hut 


believes Tokyo, not private 
groups, should compensate 
the sex slaves directly. 

Japanese officials said Mr. 
Kim and Mr. Hashimoto 
agreed to disagree on the 
other long running sore in 
their relations, ownership of 
two small islands claimed 
by both. 

Japan culls the two small 
island^ Tukcshivna and 
South Korea culls them 
Tokto. They are .surrounded 
h% rich Irehmc grounds. 

Tokyo has claimed the 
islands since it started its 
1905 colonial rule of Korea. 
South Koreans say they 
have owned the islands for 
centuries. 

Mr. Kim. in remarks like- 
ly to anger North Korea, 
-.aid Saturday there was no 
"irue" leader in the Com- 
munist state. 

"North Korea is afraid of 
holding a dialogue with us. 
In other words. North Korea 
has no confidence in the 
reality of the country," Mr. 
Kim toid a news conference 
after the summit with Mr. 
Hashimoto. 

“In North Korea, there is 
no leader in the true sense 
of the term." Mr. Kim said. 

Noah Korea’s defacto lea- 
der Kim Jong-11. 54. sup- 
reme commander of the 
country 's 1 . i -million-strong 
military, has yet lo be formal- 
ly confirmed in two key posts 
held by his late father Kim II- 
Sung — general secretary of 
the ruling Workers' Party and 
state president. 

Korea watchers believe 
Kim Jong-H is likely to for- 
mally assume the posts on 
the third anniversary of his 
father's death inJuiv 1994. 

“Great leader" Kim II- 
Sung ruled reclusive North 
Korea.. for nearly five de- 
cades after World War II. 

South Korean President 
Kim said he had no plans to 
resume a peace dialogue 
with the North which has 
been suspended since Kim 
Il-Sunq's death. 


which are now almost 
deserted, 

Mr. Rabbani rejected the 
charge, saying: "This is to- 
tally baseless. This is the 
work of the enemy which 
has nothing else to do. But 
some people move from the 
area because of the fight- 
ing." 

He admitted however that 
those who “launched the 
uprising and created rift in 
these areas” were told to 
leave. 

“They are known people: 
we do not mean the general 
population." he said. 

Mr. Rabbani. who visited 
the Taleban fronts in the 
newly captured areas, said 
that for the moment their 
strategy was to clean the 
new territory of the “unwel- 
come elements." 

“We will see what to do in 
future," he added. 

Analysts said the Taleban 
were in no mood to open 
talks with ihe opposition 
because of their strong mili- 
tary position after their lat- 
est advance northward. 

U.K. paper 
apologises 
after trial 
collapses 

LONDON (R) — The 
evening standard newspa- 
per offered “an unquali- 
fied. unconditional apolo- 
gy" Friday after running a 
story that caused a British 
court case to collapse. 

Judge Maurice Kay lis- 
tened intently to the apolo- 
gy and asked the govern- 
ment’s top legal adviser to 
rule if the paper should 
face contempt of court pro- 
ceedings. 

,, “1 shah refer the matter 
to the attorney general with 
a report and he will have to 
decide what to do," said 
Mr. Kay, one day after halt- 
ing the trial because of 
prejudicial publicity. 

He ruled that five Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
prisoners and an armed 
robber — all charged in 
connection with an escape 
from a top security jail — 
should not be tried again on 
the charges. 

The men’s criminal histo- 
ries should not have been 
mentioned by the media 
during the trial and their 
legal team had successfully 
argued that the article prej- 
udiced their trial. 

In light of the case, the 
government said it was 
considering legislation that 
would allow the prosecu- 
tion to appeal when a judge 
ends a case against irs 
wishes. 

“I am giving serious con- 
sideration to the possibility 
of legislation to provide for 
such a review." Home 
Secretary Michael Howard 
said in a statement. 

Max Hastings, editor of 
the London daily, did not 
speak inside the southeast 
London courtroom but told 
reporters after the hearing: 
“We are desperately sorry 
that a piece of carelessness 
in our office caused the 
abandonment of these pro- 
ceedings. 

“This is one of those mis- 
takes that happen through 
human error. 

The paper’s lawyer 
Kuidip Singh said Mr. 
Hastings was “mortified” 
thar his paper had erred and 
that it was never the stan- 
dard's intention to scupper 
the court proceedings. 

“We accept responsibility 
where it ought to lie.” he 
told the court. "Human 
error has led to its happen- 
ing." 

David Eady. representing 
the attorney general, told 
the court contempt was not 
easily established and that 
a decision on proceedings 
would require careful 
reflection. 

It was the second time the 
men had faced trial on the 
charges the original hear- 
ing was also halted due to 
publicity problems. 



Hong Kong firefighters and investigators look over the 
remains of a gutted Karaoke bar following an early 
morning fire in the territory's Tsimshatsui tourist dis- 
trict Saturday. The blaze, the second major fire tragedy 
in Hong Kong in as many months, killed ajt least 15 peo- 
ple and which police believe to have been lit by arson- 
ists (Reuter photo) 

Arson blamed as Hong 
Kong Bar blaze kills 15 


HONG KONG (R> — Fif- 
teen people burned to death 
in a blaze that swept 
through a Karaoke night 
club in a Hong Kong night- 
life district Saturday, and 
officials blamed arson for 
the territory’s second fire 
tragedy in as many months. 

Most of then casualties 
were young people. Thir- 
teen victims were being 
treated in hospital and two 
were on the critical list 
hospital sources said. 

The fatalities included 
five men and 10 women. 
Hospital sources said it was 
not known if any non-Hong 
Kong nationals were among, 
them as not all the bodies 
had yer been identified. 

Up to 100 people were 
said to have been in the club 
when the fire struck but 
most escaped. 

Hong Kong fire chief Pe- 
ter Cheung said the unusu- 
ally rapid spread and volu- 
minous clouds of smoke 
were suspicious. 

“In this particular case, 
the fire spread so rapidly 
from the staircase to the se- 
cond floor that it could 
mean there was some fuel 
to help the fire” Mr. 
Cheung said at a news con- 
ference. 

Ordinary furniture would 
not produce so much 
smoke, he said. 

Secretary for security 
Peter Lai declined to give 
firm reasons for the causes 
of death, noting there may 
be an inquest. 

“Regarding the causes of 
death, since there may be a 
coroner's inquest I don’t 
think I can give you a very 
certain answer," Mr. Lai 
told the news conference. 

The blaze raced through 
the top one Karaoke bar in 
the Tsimshaisui district of 
Hong Kong’s Kowloon pe- 
ninsula shortly before day- 
break and took firefighrers 
over one hour to quell. 

There were about 100 
people in the building at the 
time. 

James To of the Democ- 
ratic Party, chairman of the 
Legislative Council’s Secu- 
rity Panel, expressed grave 
concerns about safety at 


Karaoke clubs. 

“1 would urge the govern- 
ment to consider licensing 
of Karaoke or mandatory 
imposition of safety stan- 
dards on Karaoke." he said. 
At present Karaoke bars 
only face strict safety re- 
quirements if they apply for 
liquor licences. Not all do. 

Police cordoned off the 
street around the gutted 
Karaoke bar and sent in 
arson detectives to scour 
the wreckage for clues. 

The neon-lit district is 
packed with cramped enter- 
tainment facilities such as 
Karaoke bars. ' a popular 
haunt for revellers -who 
drink and sing along with 
pop music videos. 

Governor Chris Patten 
rushed to the scene, offered 
his sympathies to the vic- 
tims and their families and 
paid visits to the survivors 
in hospital. 

Mr. Patten vowed every 
effort would be made to 
find the cause of the fire, 
calling it “another dreadful 
incident" 

The blaze broke out on 
the first floor of the bar in 
Pratt Avenue around 4 am. 
Firemen managed to extin- 
guish it in less than 90 min- 
utes. 

Survivors fled the build- 
ing down firemen's ladders 
as the blaze raced from the 
first floor to the second and 
third. 

It was the second major 
fire tragedy in Hong Kong 
in as many months. In late 
November forty people 
were killed in Hong Kong's 
worst building blaze on 
record when fire gutted a 
commercial block in Kow- 
loon’s “Golden Mile” Na- 
than Road shopping district. 

That blaze triggered a 
public outcry demanding 
more stringent fire safety 
standards for Hong Kong's 
residential and office build- 
ings. 

This month legislators 
endorsed a motion urging a 
review of buildings man- 
agement. noting that the 
November fire was partly a 
result of neglecting Fire 
safety. 
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Pro-China politician * 
to head future Hong 
Kong legislature 

SHENZHEN (R) — The controversial legislature that will 
make Hong Kong’s laws after it reverts to China elected a 
pro-Beijing politician as president Saturday amid a row 
with Britain over Chinese plans to curb civil rights. 

Rita Fan, 54. a former Hong Kong legislator and key . 
player in committees overseeing the handover, collected 33 
votes agaiDSt 27 for her only rival, Andrew Wong, incum- 
bent president of the current Elected Legislative Council 
(LEGCO). 

The meeting, observed by journalists via closed-circuit 
television, took place amid' a rift between China and the 
outgoing colonial power. Britain, over Bejing s plans to 
roll back civil liberties in Hong Kong after the handover on 
July 1. 

The 60-member Provisional Legislature gathered across 
the border in Shenzhen to avoid legal challenges to its 
legitimacy in Hong Kong, where opponents have branded 
it as illegal. 

It was the first meeting of the body, which was picked by 
a Chinese appointed panel in December to replace the 
elected LEGCO and undo the democratic reforms of Chris ** 
Patten, the last British governor of Hong Kong. 

The vote took place by secret ballot at the Shenzhen State 
Guesthouse, a two-storey luxury mansion that normally 
splays host to visiting officials from the ruling Chinese 
Communist Party. 

Ms. Fan and Mr. Wong were the only candidates, having 
secured a necessary minimum of 10 nominations ro enter 
the contest. 

Ms. Fan will occupy a key role as arbiter in legislative 
debates rather like the speaker in a parliament. 

But her job in the future Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (SAR) will be highly controversial 
as she will be heading a legislature whose legal credentials 
may be challenged by Hong Kong's pro-democracy groups 
and by Britain. 

Britain, which hands the colony back to China at mid- 
night on June 30. has challenged Beijing to allow the 
World Court in the Hague to rule on whether the provi- 
sional legislature violates the treaty governing the transfer 
of sovereignty. 

A fresh quarrel flared this week as Britain attacked China 
over a plan to roll back Hong Kong's Bill of Rights and 
laws on freedom of association. The Amnesty International 
human rights group said China would use the changes to 
restrict freedom. 

China fended off the protests, calling them unwise. 

The job of repealing parts of the bill of rights 3nd laws on 
public order and the formation of political parties will be p 
one of the first tasks of the provisional legislature headed 
by Ms. Fan. 

Bulgarian students 
hold torchlight protest 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian 
students carrying flaming 
torches' marched through 
early evening fog -in Sofia 
Friday to back opposition 
demands for a general elec- 
tion. 

Talks between rival politi- 
cal factions showed no sign 
of compromise but cracks 
began to appear in the rul- 
ing Socialists’ parliamen- 
tary majority. 

Despite J8 days of oppo- 
sition street protests and the 
threat of more serious un- 
rest to come, the Socialists 
are insisting on forming a 
new government to replace 
that of Zhan Videnov, who 
resigned on Dec. 21. 

One Socialist deputy, 
Alexander Marinov, said he 
was leaving the party and 
the Bulgarian Business 
Bloc said it would not take 
part in a vote for a new 
Socialist cabinet. 

Two other reformist So- 
cialist deputies have sup- 
ported the opposition's 
view that early elections sue 
the only way out of the cri- 
sis. 

About 2.000 students 
joined the march and thou- 
sands more demonstrators 
rallied outside the gold- 
domed Alexander Nevskv 
Cathedral. 

“It is clear that no dia- 
logue is possible and we see 
no reason for further talks." 
opposition leader Ivan Ros- 
tov told the rally. "Victory 
will be ours." 

Political sources said Pre- 
sident Petar Stovanov 
would oy to bring rival fac- 
tions together again on 
Sunday while the" opposi- 
tion hoped to xvoo enough 


AIDS deaths 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
death rate for AIDS in New 
York City dropped by a 
striking 30 per cent last year 
in what public health offi- 
cials Friday called a likely 
harbinger of a national 
trend. 

But that encouraging 
news was tempered by more 
evidence that the epidemic 
is raging in some segments 
of the population including 
young blacks and Hispa- 
nics. 

"There are two messages 
here," said Dr. Harold Jaffe. 
rop AIDS prevention offi- 
cial at the Centres for Di- 
sease Control 'and Preven- 
tion (CDC). "Through imp- 
roved care people are living 
longer and better lives. But 


Socialist deputies to ensure 
the defeat of a vote on a 
new cabinet. 

The constitution requires 
Mr. Stoyanov. who took 
office on Wednesday, to ask 
the socialists as the biggest 
party' in parliament to form 
a government, but the oppo- 
sition has threatened mass 
protests and a general strike 
if he does so. 

Leaders of the two parlia- 
mentary groups met togeth- 
er at the presidency for 
more than two hours but no 
solution appeared to be in 
sight. 

“L'nfortunately, there is a - 
complete difference bet- ^ 
ween the positions and as- 
sessments of the United De- 
mocratic Forces and the 
Democratic Left." said Mr, 
Rostov, leader of the main 
opposition party, the Union 
of Democratic Forces 
lUDF). 

Socialist Party leader 
Georgi Parvanov. attempt- 
ing a more positive inter- 
pretation. said they had 
agreed on the need for eco- 
nomic reforms and for mea- 
sures to ease social ten- 
sions, but his party still in- 
sisted on forming the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Stoyanov told repor- 
ters he had warned against 
any untenable “Balkan 
compromise” and said the 
Socialists' proposal to form 
a broad-based cabinet of 
technocrats was unlikely to *, \- 
win popular confidence. 

\ asked them to consider 
ihe interests of Bulgaria and 
from this point of view 
what will happen if they 
fail." he said. 


drop in New York as treatment improv 


new infections are continu- 
ing to occur in populations 
that are often marginalised.” 

CDC officials "say New 
York is the only place in the 
nation that has death figures 
available for 1996. After 
leveling off in 1995 at about 
7.000 AIDS deaths, the 
number there dropped to 
4,944 last year. New York 
has about 16 per cent of the 
nation's AIDS cases. 

Since the national rate 
also stabilised in 1995, fed- 
eral officials hope they will 
see a similar drop when the 
1996 death figures are tal- 
lied. 

1 think the data from 
New York City could well 
reflect what we see in 1996 
mortality (nationally)." Dr. 


John Ward, an AIDS sur- 
veil lance expert at the CDC. 
told reporters at the 4tli 
Conference on Retroviruses 


the data was 


here, where 
presented. 

Even more gains are like- 
ly as much-vaunted new 
protease inhibitor dru^s 
enter widespread use. But 
those medicines are too new 
to have been the key factor 
in New York’s decline last 
year, said Dr. Marv Ann 
Chiasson, a New York De- 
partment of Health official 
who presented the studies 

She said better survival 
rates probably reflected 
more access to treatment 

improved anti-viral dnies 
m preventing and 
controlling other illnesses 


and opportunistic inft 
like pneumonia that 
kill AIDS patients. 

’ll really is an ur 
dented drop." she sa 
ding that the c 
showed up in all age. 
and racial groups i 
both men and women 
Also critical is k 
people from becomi 
reeled with AIDS in ( 
place and in this or 
though the national i 
infection has leveled ( 
Paul Denning and CE 
leagues found that 
cases among people ag 
25 rose bv almost 20 c 
from 1990-95. and tl 
was even more prom 
among minority tee 
and young women. 
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Albanian protestors block the national road in the village of Dushk. 10 kilometres before the southern city of 
Lushnje, where thousands of Pyramid Scheme investors burnt the city hall Friday. They were protesting against 
the government which they blamed for the collapse of Pyramid Scheme companies (Reuter photo) j 

Angry Albanians return to streets in protest, \ 


LUSHNJE, Albania (R) — 
Thousands of Albanians 
took to the srreets in the 
southern town of Lushnje 
for a second day Saturday, 
calling for the resignation of 
President Sali Berisha’s 
right-wing government. 

Around 2.000 angry peo- 
ple blocked a main road into 
the town. S5 kilometres 
southwest of Tirana, to pro- 
test against the collapse of 
several pyramid schemes in 
which some had invested 
their life savings. 

Enraged investors set Lu- 
shnje town hall ablaze Fri- 
day night and vowed to in- 
tensify their protests. 

Police reacted to the un- 
rest by sending in several 
truckloads of reinforce- 
ments. 

After returning to the 
town centre on Saturday 
morning, the crowd chanted 
“down with berisha.” “we 
want our money t«ck” and 
called.for the release of Rra- 
push Xhaferri, manager of 
one local scheme, who has 
been detained by police. 


Local residents want to 
see him freed so they he can 
return their money. 

About 30 demonstrators 
were arrested Friday and 
police said 29 officers were 
hurt. There were no imme- 
diate figures on any injuries 
to protesters. 

"The situation is going to 
be tense and risks getting 
out of control again.” a po- 
lice spokesman said. 

Supporters of the town’s 
soccer club, owned by the 
promoter of one of the Py- 
ramid Schemes, said they 
would travel to the nearby 
town of Fieri to persuade 
residents to join the protest. 

In an attempt to avert trou- 
ble at soccer matches, the 
Interior Ministry cancelled 
all games scheduled for Sa- 
turday in order to “protect 
people from any eventual 
turmoil,” state-run Televi- 
sion reported. 

The leftist opposition, see- 
ing an opportunity to stir 
political change, planned a 
mass protest in Tirana Sun- 
day. 


In a first reaction by a for- 
eign government to a two- 
week wave of protests over 
the pyramid schemes, the 
United States cautioned its 
citizens to stay away from 
crowds in Albania. 

“We recommend that 
American citizens stay 
away from crowds and exer- 
cise caution at all times " 
the U.S. embassy in Tirana 
said in a statement. 

Albania’s official ATA 
news agency reported pro- 
testers in Lushnje hurled 
stones at riot police who 
were sent to the town to end 
the disturbance Friday 
night 

“For 45 minutes riot po- 
lice sheltered behind their 
trucks while the crowd 
hurled stones and other 
objects,” ATA said. 

But some residents said a 
number of police officers 
removed their caps as a sign 
of solidarity wirh the crowd. 

Mr. Berisha’s ruling De- 
mocratic Party government 
Thursday banned the con- 
troversial schemes to try to 


quell the unrest. It also 
warned operators they could 
face up to 20 years in jail. 

The authorities have also 
seized around 25.5 billion 
leks ($255 million) deposit- 
ed with banks by two bank- 
rupt schemes but the money 
may nor be enough to com- 
pensate thousands who have 
sold homes, farms and live- 
stock to invest in the 
schemes. 

In a further move. Mr. 
Berisha said Friday all fro- 
zen money plus bank inter- 
est would be returned to the 
investors. .Albania, strug- 
gling to reduce a big budget 
deficit, will be hard-pressed 
to find its own money to pay 
back investors. 

The Albanian press criti- 
cised the government over 
its handling of the protests 
and called for action. 

“The country has been 
thrown into a total chaos.” 
wrote the independent daily 
Koha Jone. accusing Mr. 
Berisha of arrogance and 
urging him to listen to the 
people’s concerns. 


Scientologists act against Germany; condemn Greece 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
Church of Scientology filed 
an application with the Eu- 
ropean Commission of Hu- 
man Rights Friday, accusing 
the German government of 
discriminating against its 
members. 

In a statement from its Los 
Angeles headquarters, the 
Church of Scientology In- 
ternational said the applica- 
tion directly to the Euro- 
pean Commission in Stras- 
bourg was unprecedented in 
that the church was bypass- 
ing German courts. 

"Scientologists in Ger- 
many continue to suffer sys- 
tematic discrimination sim- 
ply due to their religious be- 
liefs,” said Rev. Heber 
Jemzsch, president of the 
Church of Scientology In- 
ternational. 


"Athletes, artists, teach- 
ers. musicians, dancers — 
indeed scientologists in any 
profession — know that 
they risk losing their job. 
their business or other rights 
and entitlements if their 
religion is known.” 

Rev. Jentzsch said that al- 
though more than 36 Ger- 
man courts have held that 
Scientology is a religion en- 
titled to constitutional pro- 
tection. "The German gov- 
ernment refuses to abide by 
its own laws and ignores its 
own courts, making a direct 
application to the commis- 
sion necessary.” 

He said the church had 
documented more than 600 
alleged human rights viola- 
tions by the German gov- 
ernment against scientolo- 
gists. 


The church recently be- 
come embroiled in a contro- 
versy with Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s government 
over a new law in Bavaria 
banning scientologists from 
holding public office in the 
southern German state. 

Mr. Kohl later dismissed 
as uninformed an open let- 
ter from a group of Holly- 
wood stars and directors 
likening Germany's attitude 
towards Scientology to the 
infamous Nuremberg laws 
against Jews in pre-war Na- 
zi Germany. 

Hollywood stars Tom 
Cruise and John Travolta 
are scientologists, as is jazz 
pianist Chick Corea. 

In another statement, the 
Church of Scientology con- 
demned as "totalitarian and 
fascist” an Athens court’s 


decision to close down a 
scientology group in the 
Greek capital. 

According to the ruling 
obtained Thursday by Reu- 
ters, the Greek judge banned 
the Greek Centre of Applied 
Philosophy iKEFE), a Scien- 
tology group, saying it 
obtained a licence as a non- 
profit. public interest organi- 
sation under false pretenses. 

Rev. Jentzsch said the 
court decision was based on 
forged signatures on a peti- 
tion and he vowed to "bring 
Greece out of its Third 
World status as far as reli- 
gious freedom is concerned, 
and into compliance with 
international human rights 
standards.” 

He stressed that the 
Scientology Association in 
Greece remained open. 


Police tighten security around Bhutto’s jailed husband 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Pakistani police, citing the 
need for stepped up securi- 
ty. failed to produce de- 
posed Premier Benazir 
Bhutto's husband Asif Ali 
Zardari before a local court 
Saturday, judicial sources 
said. 

Mr. Zardari and several 
intelligence and police offi- 
cials arrested in connection 
with the killing of Mrs. 
Bhutto's estranged brother 
Murtaza. were to have been 
in court Saturday. 

But" they were not brought 
in because police wanted 
additional precautionary 
measures in and around the 
court premises, the sources 
said. 

The police move came af- 


ter last week’s bomb blast in 
a Lahore court killed a reli- 
gious leader and as Mrs. 
Bhutto alleged in an inter- 
view published in the Guar- 
dian. London, that the au- 
thorities were determined to 
hang her husband in the 
Murtaza murder case. 

“Police became extra- 
careful” after the Lahore 
court blast killed 26 people 
including Zia Ur Rehman 
Farooqi, chief of a Sunni 
militant group, Sipah-e-Sa- 
haba Pakistan, a senior offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Farooqi and his depu- 
ty Azam Tareq were to ap- 
pear in the court to answer 
charges of involvement in 
the murders of several 
Shi'ite leaders. 


Police officials here said 
they would bring Mr. Zar- 
dari and others to the court 
on Feb. 6 after “clearance" 
from bomb disposal squads 
and other security agencies. 

Judge Akbar Memon, ex- 
tending the date of hearing, 
asked the police to submit a 
final charge sheet against 
the accused for the Sept. 20 
police shootout here in 
which Murtaza and seven 
colleagues were killed. 

“We are satisfied with the 
police call for measures to 
provide security to Zardari.” 
his lawyer Farooq Nayek 
told AFP. 

Mr. Zardari has been de- 
tained since the Nov. 5 dis- 
missal of his wife's govern- 
ment by president Farooq 


Ahmad Khan Leghari. 

Mrs. Bhutto, speaking in 
Islamabad during a break 
from campaigning for next 
month’s election, told the 
Guardian: “A friend told me 
... that Mr. Leghari had said: 
Tell Benazir To forget about 
Asif — we’re going ro hang 
him.’” 

She has sought to link 
Mr. Leghari to her brother's 
death, and has said the kil- 
ling was part of a conspira- 
cy against her family and 
government. 

Her father, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, was hanged in 1979 
for conspiracy to murder, 
two years after being ousted 
as prime minister in a mili- 
tary coup led by General 
Muhammad Zia U1 Haq. 


S. Korean strike leaders plot future strategy 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean union leaders Saturday plot- 
ted new strategies to pressure the government into making 
further concessions on a controversial labour law. 

A spokesman of the outlawed Korean Confederation of 
Trade Unions said the leaders gathered at a Seoul office to 
deliberate future steps after abandoning their tent head- 
quarters at Mvongdonu Cathedral Friday. 

"We left the cathedral to avoid further inconvenience to 
the church. Our struggle will continue until the vicious law 
is made void and a new law is in place,” Chung Sung-Hee 
told ■ Reuters. . 

The law adopted in December makes it easier for compa- 
nies to sack workers and replace strikers, and bans the con- 
federation until the year 2000. 

“A new agenda will be adopted in the central committee 
meeting on Tuesday,” he said. 

The confederation, which has led work stoppages since 


the law was rammed through parliament on Dec. 26. has 
vowed to organise the "biggest ever rally by workers” 
Sunday to mark the one-month anniversary of its campaign. 

From this week, the confederation has limited strikes to 
once a week Wednesdays. 

Mr. Chung accused political parties of insincerity in try- 
ing to seek a compromise over the labour law. 

The main opposition National Congress for New Politics 
Friday softened its stand and said it was prepared to debate 
the law in parliament if the government apologised for its 
forced passage. 

The party had previously said it and a smaller opposition 
party would hold dialogue with the government only if the 
legislation were first revoked. 

“Political parties have failed to produce any timetable for 
a revision of the law,” Mr. Chung said. "After the law is 
scrapped, a new law should be written before March 1.” 


Algeria’s president vows 
to eradicate ‘terrorism’ 


PARIS (Agencies) — Algerian President Liamine Zeroual 
vowed Friday his country would battle to the "final eradi- 
cation of terrorism” which he said was being manipulated 
by foreigners bent on destabilising the North African coun- 
try. “ 

Mr. Zeroual was speaking on state television two weeks 
into the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan during which 
more than 200 people have been killed in attacks the 
authorities blame on Muslim fundamentalists. 

The latest massacre was reported by residents to have 
taken place Thursday night after at least five bombs in 
Algiers. 

The president speaking from a prepared speech, named 
no country and gave no details of increased security or 
ways the state would defeat bombers or the killers striking 
by night at isolated communities. 

‘T confirm to the dear Algerian people the determination 
of the Algerian state to battle against the terrorist groups 
until their final eradication.” he said. 

He gave no date for a general election he has promised 
will be held in the first half of this year but said Algeria 
would pursue its course to elections, pluralism and democ- 
racy. 

Mr. Zeroual’s 20-minute speech focused on accusations 
against those he called "bands of criminals, traitors and 
mercenaries manipulated by external circles who are 
exploiting their savagery to serve foreign interests.” 

The conflict erupted in 1 992 after the authorities scrapped 
on election the now-banned Islamic Salvation From ( FIS ) 
was poised to win. 

Early in the conflicL Algiers accused Iran and Sudan of 
backing armed fundamentalists. Officials have also 
expressed anger at German asylum being granted to Rabah 
Kebir, a former leader of the outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

Anns are believed to be smuggled from both Germany 
and France and police in both countries this week searched 
for Islamists suspected of being involved. 

The Armed Islamic Group (GIA) had vowed to increase 
attacks during Ramadan and one diplomatic source this 
week said there was evidence they were being supported by 
Afghan radicals. 

Mr. Zeroual vowed to crush the “conspiracy manipulated 
from outside” and reiterated that attacks on isolated vil- 
lages and bombings showed the “terrorists” had failed. 

The president, flanked by the Algerian flag, said Algeria’s 
29 million people had a right to know about events and the 
state's plans for their security. 

He gave no details. 

The president said he "offered his sincere condolences to 
the families and relatives of the victims and assured them 
of the solidarity’ of all the Algerian people.” 

Mr. Zeroual also told what he termed “voices” inside 


Algeria — u reference to legal opposition politicians — 
that they were trying in vain to hinder Algeria's march to 
recovery. 

War veteran Hocine Ait Ahmad, head of the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS). this week urged U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to appoint a mediator to help end the spiral of vio- 
lence. 

The Algerian authorities have consistently rejected what 
they term “ourside interference" in the crisis in which about 
60.000 people have been killed in five years. 

Mr. Zeroual condemned those who he said "hide today 
under the cover of calls for peace — calls whose sole truth 
lies in an invitation to the Algerian people to resign them- 
selves to assassinations, destruction and hegemony." 

The Algerian press and opposition leaders lambasted 
President Zeroual Saturday for failing to come up with any 
specifics to combat the tide of terror sweeping the country' 
during his TV address to the nation. 

The" carnage continued, meanwhile, with Saturday papers 
announcing the slaughter of 28 more people over the week, 
bringing the total number of those killed since the Islamic 
holy month of Ramandan began 15 days ago to nearly 250. 

“These are promises the Algerian people has got used to 
hearing for five years," Khaled Bensmain, leader of the 
Movement for Democracy in Algeria wrote in the press. 

"Apart from barely veiled threats against the opposition, 
the people would have liked to know by what means the 
authorities plan to get the country out of the crisis." he 
wrote. 

Said Sadi. leader of the Rally for Culture and Democracy, 
said the speech lacked “courage and political will,” while 
Abdul Kader Merbuh. leader of the Algerian Movement for 
Justice and development, described the address as "neither 
comforting nor reassuring.” 

The press also panned the speech, saying the Algerian 
people were let down. 

“Yesterday, millions of Algerian, glued to their televi- 
sions and radios, were left hungry, let down by a speech in 
which justification of the regime fought with diatribes 
againsi vicious terrorism, criminals and foreign involve- 
ment.'' wrote the Liberie daily. 

"Zeroual did not come lo grips with the misery and wor- 
ries of citizens who are victims of daily blind and bloody 
terrorism to decide on new measures to combat this scourge 
or to announce new political initiatives.” it continued. 

The A I Watan newspaper echoed the sentiments, say ing 
“those who were waiting for new or inovative decisions or 
a deeper analysis of the nature of the crisis and the formu- 
lation of a political vision to give real hope to a disillu- 
sioned people risk being disappointed." 

Le Matin, for i ts part, described the speech as a "succes- 
sion of repetitions of facts already established, a series of 
well-known qualifications and unrealised promises.” 


Troops on 
alert in 
Kashmir for 
Republic 
Day; 7 die 

SRINAGAR (AFP) — In- 
dian troops were on a high 
security alert Saturday ac- 
ross the Kashmir valley on 
the eve of the country’s re- 
public day which Muslim 
separatists have vowed to 
sabotage. 

Seven Muslim militants, 
meanwhile, were gunned 
down by Indian troops 
and an abducted civilian 
was rescued in the Himala- 
yan state in the past 24 
hours, officials said Satur- 
day. 

Soldiers set up check 
points on the streets of Sri- 
nagar. frisked passers-by 
and launched random 
house-to-house searches 
for Muslim separatists and 
hidden weapons, witnesses 
said. 

Army soldiers, backed by 
paramilitary troops and 
Kashmiri police, were out 
on the streets patrolling. 

The security was hea\ty 
near Srinagar’s Bakshi Sta- 
dium where state govern- 
ment officials will celeb- 
rate India’s republic day 
Sunday. 

Some residents nearby 
said they had shifted to the 
homes of relatives and 
friends elsewhere after the 
army declared an unofficial 
curfew. 

li We have been warned 
by the army not to move on 
the streets after dark.” said 
Sheikh Yaqoob, who lives 
near the stadium. "The ar- 
my is carrying out round- 
the-clock patrolling in our 
area." 

Muslim militants 

launched a rocket attack at 
the Bakshi Stadium Friday 
but the rocket flew over it 
and exploded harmlessly in 
the air. 

A suspected Muslim mer- 
cenary’ was killed in a fire- 
fight with Indian troops 
near the venue Friday. 

Kashmiri Muslim guer- 
rillas opposed to Indian 
rule generally stage attacks 
on Republic Day. 

Soldiers killed two Mus- 
lim guerrillas in the north- 
ern district of Kupwara and 
gunned down four others in 
separate clashes overnight 
in Kashmir. 


Chechens hope elections 
will confirm the peace 


GROZNY (Agencies) — Chechens are ex- 
pected to choose between their top wartime 
general and a radical young guerrilla com- 
mander in presidential elections Monday 
which it is hoped will consolidate the peace 
process. 

No matter who wins, Moscow is sure to 
face a leader determined to complete Che- 
chenya's de facto independence — all five 
main candidates were leaders in the 21- 
monih war to drive Russian troops out of 
their tiny Muslim Caucasus Republic. 

Voters are also choosing a 63-seat parlia- 
ment But the key to future Chechen-Rus- 
sian relations will largely depend on the 
outcome of the struggle between the two 
very different presidential frontrunners. 

Leading is Aslan Maskhadov, the silver- 
haired guerrilla general who masterminded 
Chechen strategy againsi the far more 
numerous and powerfully armed Russian 
army. 

Mr. Maskhadov, 45, is also Moscow's 
favourite. A skillftil. but diplomatic nego- 
tiator who was a colonel in the Soviet army, 
he signed the accord ending the war with 
then Kremlin Security Chief Alexander 
Lebed on Aug. 31,1996. 

Crucially for future peace in Chechenya, 
he appears ready to keep doors open to the 
ethnic-Russian minority and those who 
opposed fighting to defend the republic’s 
unilateral independence or who even col- 
laborated. 

Behind Mr. Muskhadov. and many be- 
lieve closing in. is Moscow’s and the col- 
laborators’ nightmare — 32-year-old battle- 
field commander Shamil Basavev. 

His many exploits against the Russians 
include penetrating with 150 men into the 
southern Russian town of Budennovsk in 
June 1995. taking 1.500 hostages and forc- 
ing the Kremlin to begin peace talks. 

In Russia, Mr. Basavev is wanted as a ter- 
rorist: in Chechenya he is a hero. 

A traditional Chechen warlord, he cam- 
paigns from village to village in a convoy 
which includes flashy Mercedes, battle- 
scarred jeeps and the U.S. army’s giant 
Humvee vehicle. 

But he ha> broadened the military image 
by donning a smart overcoat and talking 
about liberalising the economy at rallies. 


Many ordinary people now see only him as 
capable of cracking down on the crime 
wave. 

Meanwhile, Two Russian Orthodox 
priests kidnapped in Chechenya two weeks 
ago were released unharmed Friday just 
three days before the polls. 

Father Yevfimy and his assistant Fr. 
Alexei told reporters in the capital Grozny 
that they had not been ill-treated. He said 
they had little idea where Lhey had been, 
who had seized them or why they were 
finally handed over. 

Interior Ministry- officials of Chechenya's 
secessionist admin 'scrarion. though clearly 
relieved the incidci.-r had ended peacefully, 
were also unforthcoming. They said only 
that “steps were taken” by the ministry to 
secure the priests’ release. 

One senior official insisted, however, thal 
the kidnapping had been the work of "cri- 
minals" and had no political motive. 

Dark-bearded Yevfimy. looking tired and 
thin but otherwise in good health, said their 
captors told them they wanted to exchange 
the priests for "someone w'ho was in jail." 

The kidnapping, coming after the killing 
of six foreign Red Cross workers and the 
death of several ethnic Russians, height- 
ened tension in the mainly Muslim region 
on the eve of presidential and parliamentary' 
elections. 

Father Yevfimy was driving in the coun- 
tryside o : Jan. 9 on a mission to locate the 
grave oi his predecessor at the main 
Russian Orthodox Church in Grozny. That 
priest w'ent missing a year ago and was 
recently reported murdered. 

Father Yevfimy and Mr. Alexei were 
seized from their car and kept locked away 
for two weeks, surviving mosrly on u diet of 
bread. 

“We just sat and waited patiently and 
prayed." Fr. Yevfin- aid. adding that he 
feared his experience would scare off Rus- 
sian priests from coming to Checheny a lo 
serve the region's dwindling ethnic Russian 
community. 

"But I hope that alter the elections, the 
post of president will be occupied by an 
honourable man who can establish order 
and allow people in Chechenya to live in 
peace." he said. 


Rebels sign deal ending C. Africa revolt 


BANGUI lR) — Mutinous 
soldiers in Central African 
republic signed an accord 
Friday formally ending 
their three-month uprising 
which drew French troops 
based there into bloody 
clashes, witnesses said. 

African envoys who bro- 
kered the deal also signed 
the document at the resi- 
dence of the Roman Catho- 
lic archbishop of Bangui. 
Embattled President Ange- 
Felix Patasse was scheduled 
to stamp his approval on the 
the deal separately at his 


palace. 

Mutiny leader Sergeant 
Anicet Saulet signed for the 
mutineers. Chief mediator 
General Amadou Touniani 
Toure, Mali’s respected for- 
mer military ruler, wearing 
military fatigues, added his 
signature. 

Gabonese Colonel Aliou- 
ne Ibnba. a member of a 
Malian-led African media- 
tion committee, read out the 
seven-point accord, calling 
notably "for halting with 
effect from today the rebel- 
lion which started on Nov. 


15. 1996." 

It also called for "an end 
to all acts inhibiting collec- 
tive and individual liberties, 
particularly searches and 
arrests” and the release of 
all people held in the course 
of die rebellion. 

The document calls for 
the maintenance of the mo- 
nitoring committee compri- 
sing Mali, Gabon, Chad and 
Burkina Faso to observe 
and ensure strict implemen- 
tation of the accord. 
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Worrying vagueness 


THE MASTER plan for solving the Palestinian 
question that is reported to have been worked out 
between the ruling Likud Party and Labour, the 
principal opposition faction, raises more questions 
than answers. While all the fine details of the plan 
have yet to be made public, sufficient information 
about it has been leaked to the press in an apparent 
bid to prepare both the Israeli as well as the 
Palestinian peoples for it. According to published 
reports. Yossi Beilin from Labour and Michael 
Eitan from the Likud have worked out the docu- 
ment. which is a compromise between the two fac- 
tion's positions. Behind the scene contacts between 
Labour and Likud suggest that preparatory work is 
being undertaken to bring the two principal parties 
together in a national unity government by the time 
the Israelis and the Palestinians are ready to enter 
into final status negotiations over the West B ank 
and Gaza Strip. 

From the Paiestinian.point of view, this apparent 
meeting of minds between Likud and Labour on the 
final status talks is bound to limit the Palestinians’ 
bargaining position. If the two major parties and 
their allies in Israel agree on the kind of ‘‘state” that 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) would 
enjoy at the end of the tunnel, then the PNA would 
have to face an almost fait accompli that has been 
reached behind its back. But if, on the other hand, 
Mr. Beilin's basic thoughts and submissions have 
been cleared earlier on by Mahmoud Abbas of the 
PNA. as had been suggested by several press 
reports, then the shape and form of the “Palestinian 
entity" is already decided upon, determined and 
ready for adoption and endorsement in a formal 
way. 

According to the plan, the proposed Palestinian 
autonomous entity would establish a new precedent 
in international law. A first reading of the blue print 
that has already been published the Palestinian 
“slate" would be a “strange" phenomenon, a crea- 
ture of self-contradictory features. Suffice it to take 
note of the treatment of several key Jewish settle- 
ments as Israeli sovereign areas and Israeli insis- 
tence on maintaining a military presence all along 
the Jordan River “against any threat from the east." 
How can Israel still think in terms of military 
threats from the east when it enjoys a peace treaty 
with Jordan? The other limitations on what the 
Palestinians may or may not do once they get their 
“independence." make a mockery of the traditional 
concept of statehood as the world knows it 

Ehud Barak, the former Labour foreign minister 
and the arch-rival of Mr. Beilin for the leadership of 
the party sees the Beilin- Eitan contacts as party 
politicking to promote the faction that is loyal to for- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon Peres in the much- 
talked about national unity government at the 
expense of the true values and position of Labour. 
Mr. Burak, therefore, regards the Likud-Labour 
agreement us u mixture of two major Israeli oppos- 
ing ideas on the final status of the Palestinian terri- 
tories. A dose reading of the published plan would 
vindicate the suspicions of Mr. Barak that whereas 
Labour's principled position is to separate Israel 
completely from the Palestinians, the Beilin-Eitan 
ideas purport to give expression to the Likud's doc- 
trinaire attachment to the Palestinian areas not 
only by denying them basic sovereignty rights, but 
also by maintaining sufficient Israeli military, eco- 
nomic and political control over them. It is high 
time, therefore, that all sides put their cards on the 
table so that both the Palestinian and Israeli peoples 
know exactly what to expect in the near future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER tor A1 Ra'i daily Saturday urged the 
Egyptian leadership to heed the warnings of the opposi- 
tion groups in the country, which are unanimous in their 
agreement that the conflict in Sudan is part of a foreign 
conspiracy directed against Egypt, as well as Sudan. 
Ahmad Misleh said that Israel and the United States are 
arming rebels and encouraging Ethiopia and Eritrea to 
wage war on Sudan and control the sources of the River 
Nile in order to control the destiny of the Sudanese and 
Egyptians who depend totally on this river. The 
Egyptian opposition groups are right and have all the 
reason to warn their government against the danger 
inherent in the ongoing war because the whole Middle 
East is expected to be involved in wars over water if no 
genuine and just peace is guaranteed, said the writer. 
Egypt should wake up to the realities on its southern 
borders and take precautions against the looming dan- 
cer. he continued. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour bitterly criticised a decision 
taken by the Ministry’ of Culture requiring cultural cen- 
tres to acquire prior consent from the ministry and it 
departments for any cultural event. Mohammad Subeihi 
said the decision was tantamount to an order issued by a 
martial ruler imposing restrictions on the cultural move- 
ment in Jordan, and is designed to create tension 
between the government and the public and open side 
battles for this government and engage the public in side 
matters that tend to weaken the cultural movement. The 
Ministry of Culture should realise that intellectuals have 
always proved to be cultural and political leaders, even 
during colonial rule, and will continue to play this role 
since'culture and politics are inseparable, continued the 
writer. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Depressed prices of shares — a small price 


for a prudent monetary policy 


THOSE WHO look for indicators to support their belief 
that the Jordanian economy is in shambles do not find but 
the price index of shares in the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM). It is the only evidence that some sort of economic 
recession or depression is prevailing, and that the eco- 
nomic policies pursued so far by the authorities are not 
working. But what is the truth? 

Admittedly, the financial market is not at its best The 
prices of shares reached a peak in mid- 1993. Since then, 
there has been a decline. The price index issued by AFM 
indicates that, on average, prices declined in 1994 by 9.4 
per cent, rose in 1995 by 10.9 per cent, and declined once 
more in 1996 by around 6 per cent. 

Price decline of shares should not be a surprise, notonly 
because share prices normally go up and down every- 
where, bur also because prices rose by 24.5 per cent in 
1991. followed by another rise of 29.9 per cent in 1992, 
and 22 per cent in 1993 as a whole. Share prices thus dou- 
bled in a matter of three years. 

A setback was inevitable. The question was not if, but 
when. The decline could have been much deeper had it not 
been for the Arab Bank's share which has a heavy weight 


in the AFM index formula due to the bank's large capital 
base. 

At the outset, we are entitled to ask why we should base 
our judgement, regarding the state of the economy, on a 
single indicator, such as the share price index of AFM, and 
leave other more important indicators, such as the high 
growth of the gross domestic producr iGDP) in real terms, 
the low inflation rate, the narrowing of the deficit of the 
current account of the balance of payments, the actual sur- 
plus in the central government budget, which was used to 
reduce the accumulated internal public debt, the steady 
growth in the foreign exchange reserve of the Central 
Bank, the high growth rate of exports of goods and ser- 
vices and the increase of per capita imports. 

All these indicators give positive readings, but some par- 
tial observers brush them aside and highlight only one 
indicator, the share price index, which gives negative read- 
ings for reasons not directly related to the state of the 
economy. Had share prices been sensitive to the invest- 
ment climate, they would have made a big jump when 
income tax on companies was slashed in half as of the 
beginning of 1996. 


What is happening in the Amman Financial Market 
could be a side effect of a tough monetary policy. The 
Central Bank has reasons, not related to the AFM, to draw 
some JD 600 million from the banking system^ through 
selling high-yield dinar certificates of deposits (CDs) and 
to cause the scale of interest rates to rise sharply trom an 
average of 5 to 9 per cent or more on deposits, and from 
an average of 10 to 15 per cent or more on credit facilities. 
Lack of liquidity pushed speculators to unload their port- 
folios to repay the banks, while higher yield on cash 
deposits pushed share prices down. 

The government can at ariy time cause share prices to 
rise sharply, without changing the level ot activity in the 
economy, by asking the Central Bank to flood the market 
with extra liquidity and cause interest rates to fall sharply. 
But such a decision would not be economically construc- 
tive and desirable because it would hurt the dinar, shake 
the stable exchange rate, trigger inflation and deplete the 
reserves of the Central Bank in no time. 

The currently depressed price of shares in the .AFM is a 
smlfll price for an otherwise prudent monetary policy. It is 
by no means an indication of the state ot the economy. 


Learning to share both land and respect 


By Rami G. Khouri 


THIS WEEK'S agreement 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis to resume the Israeli 
military redeployment and 
withdrawal in the city of 
Hebron and subsequently 
throughout the West Bank 
may prove to be more 
important for its Mideast- 
wide political symbolism 
than for its limited territori- 
al disengagement. 

The Hebron agreement 
resumes the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo peace 
process that had been 
stalled since last March. In 
the longer run, it marks the 
beginning of a new era of 
Arab-Israeli peace making 
in which the momentum for 
success among people and 
leaders alike is likely to 
promote continued compro- 
mises and pragmatism. 

The Hebron accord is 
characterised by several 
important new elements: 
this was the first formal 
agreement signed between 
a Palestinian political 
authority and a Likud-led 
Israeli government; the first 
time Likud accepted to 
return to the Palestinians 


lands it considers part of 
“biblical Israel"; and, the 
first major Israeii- 
Palestinian diplomatic 
process in which Arab 
intervention impacted on 
the outcome as much as 
American and other third 
party mediation — highly 
significant for Israelis who 
yearn for continued, grad- 
ual acceptance in this pre- 
dominantly Arab and 
Muslim region. 

The most dramatic Arab 
intervention was the 
eleventh hour helicopter 
hopping which King 
Hussein undertook earlier 
this week. His calls on 
Palestine National 

Authority President Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
resulted in their agreeing to 


a compromise package for 
the -Hebron accord. Arab 


public opinion also played a 
powerful role in pressuring 
the parties to agree. In the 
two Arab states that have 


signed peace agreements 
with Israel — Jordan and 


Egypt — public opinion 
since the May election of 
Netanyahu has been very 
hostile to the new Israeli 


government’s hardline poli- 
cies on settlements, 
Jerusalem and other key 
issues. 

A sudden deterioration in 
Israel’s bilateral ties with 
Egypt and Jordan, com- 
bined with a virtual freeze 
of nascent ties between 
Israel and Arab states such 
as Oman and Q atar , must 
have frightened thoughtful 
Israelis who had thought 
that the Jewish state was 
finally being accepted in 
the Middle East. The mes- 
sage to Israel from many 
quarters in the Arab World 
was: We accept to live in 
peace with Israel, but only 
to the extent that Israel 
accepts to coexist with a 
Palestinian state. 

The Hebron accord sig- 
nals the continuing emer- 
gence of a pragmatic. pan- 
Semitic Middle Eastern 
political centre comprising 
Arabs and Israelis who are 
prepared to drop absolutist 
principles in order to 
achieve political gains that 
are meaningful to the 
majorities of their people. 
Thus, a Likud-led Israeli 
government withdraws 
from “biblical Israel" and 


gradually accepts the emer- 
gence of a Palestinian enti- 
ty that enjoys the basic trap- 
pings of sovereign state- 
hood The Palestinians, for 
their part, have little choice 
other than to signal their 
willingness to live with the 
continued presence of 
Israelis (protected by the 
Israeli army) in their midst 
— whether in downtown 
Hebron or in Jewish settle- 
ments throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza. Both sides 
are hinting at innovative 
arrangements for Jerusalem 
that satisfy their desire to 
claim the holy city as their 
capital. 

Both sides seem to be 
saying that they care more 
about security and sover- 
eignty than they do about 
exclusivist territorial 
claims. Thus, the separation 
of Israelis and Palestinians 
portends .longer-term 
arrangements in which both 
populations and sovereign- 
ties will be meshed together 
in a complex manner. 

The post-Hebron Israeli 
withdrawals and the final 
status negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians are 
likely to proceed within the 


same emotional and politi- 
cal framework that we have 
witnessed since the Oslo 
accords were signed in 
September 1993: each side 
will present maximalist 
positions, public opinion on 
both sides will harden, 
pressures will build on the 
political leaderships to 
compromise and a last- 
minute accord will be 
reached that fully satisfies 
neither side. Such accords, 
Hebron teaches us, will sac- 
rifice ideological purity and 
territorial exclusivism for 
the more pragmatic mode 
of conflict-resolution and 
intertwined sovereignties 
that we have just seen vali- 
dated in Hebron. Minorities 
on both sides will complain 
and accuse their govern- 
ments of selling out — but 
the silent, accommodating 
majorities an both sjdes, . 
will get on with the busi- 
ness of addressing their 
more pressing problems. 

For both Arabs and 
Israelis are facing enor- 
mous pressures on a combi- 
nation of economic and 
environmental fronts that 
can only be alleviated 
through regional coopera- 


tion. Arabs and Israelis also 
face similar internal divides 
between secular and reli- 
gious components of their 
populations, and the Arab 
World is deeply scarred, 
distorted and burdened by 
the legacy of modem auto- 
cratic, often authoritarian, 
governance systems. 

The Hebron agreement 
suggests that in 1997 — 
exactly one hundred years 
after the modem idea of 
reestablishing a Jewish 
state was bom at the Basle 
conference in 1S97 — 
clear majorities of .Arabs 
and Israelis are prepared to 
live with one another on the 
basis of reasonable com- 
promises, instead of at the 
expense of one another’s 


rights and lands. A century' 
of confrontation and con- 


of confrontation and con- 
flict can be a long time — 
but ? also an emphatic 
teacher. The lesson of the 
century in Palestine and 
Israel is that the land will be 
shared. Hebron was its first, 
shaky test 


The above article appeared 
in the Los Angeles Times on 
Jan. 22. 1997. 


Today Chechenya, tomorrow... who? 


By G wynne Dyer 


THE LAST Russian 
troops pulled out of 
Chechenya early this 
month. In the elections 
being held in the largely 
Muslim territory on Jan. 
27. the five leading candi- 
dates for president all 
advocate the complete 
separation of Chechenya 
from Russia. And 
Moscow, while not for- 
mally accepting that deci- 
sion, has ceased to fight iL 
Which naturally raises the 
question: Who’s next? 

If fewer than a million 
Chechens, with no foreign 
aid. can fight and negoti- 
ate their way out of 
Russia in only two years, 
then is there any limit? 
Can the Tibetans get out 
of China? Can Kashmir 
break away from India? 
Can East Timor win free 
from Indonesia? The 
Kurds, the Basques, 
Corsica, southern Sudan, 
the Karens of Burma, the 
Sri Lankan Tamils... are 
ail the lost causes now 
winnable? 

Chechenya, in one 
man’s opinion, was “the 
greatest Russian victory' 
in the Caucasus in 300 
years.” But the man who 
offered the judgement, 
Movladi Udugov, was 
formerly the spokesman 
for the ’rebel forces, and 
what he meant was the 
belated victory of reason 
over brute force and 
nationalist passions in 
Moscow. 

There are Russians who 
agree. General Boris 
Gromov (who led Soviet 
forces out of 
Afghanistan), called the 
Russian withdrawal from 
Chechenya “a victory' of 
reason over people with a 
morbid psyche who are 
enjoying the smell of 
blcad and enormous 


money emanating from 
this war” But around 
90.000 people were killed 
— “plus or minus 
1 0,000," as former 
Russian security chief 
Alexander Lebed put it — 
before reason prevailed. 

It was inevitable that the 
Chechens would make a 
run for it when the old 
Soviet Union broke up. 
They were the last of the 
Muslim peoples of the 
North Caucasus to be con- 
quered by the Russians in 
the 1 9th century, after 
decades of guerrilla resis- 
tance. They were deported 
to Siberia en masse by 
Stalin during the Second 
World War for disloyalty, 
and only half survived to 
come home. They never 
ceased to see Russian rule 
as illegitimate and tempo- 
rary. 

So in 1991, under the 
leadership of Dzokhar 
Dudayev (a former Soviet 
air force general), the 
Chechens declared inde- 
pendence — and for two 
years, they got away with 
iL Moscow never formal- 
ly accepted the change, 
for unlike Estonia, 
Armenia, Ukraine, and all 
the other republics that 
broke away, Chechenya 
was legally pan of Russia, 
But in practice, the 
Chechens were running 
their own show. 

It was a fairly satisfacto- 
ry compromise, and it 
might have continued 
indefinitely if Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
had not needed a boost for 


his waning popularity. 
But in December 1993. 


swayed by his generals’ 
promises of an easy mili- 
tary victory, he sent 
Russian troops in to seize 
the Chechen capital, 
Grozny. 

The Russian army has 
more soldiers than 


Chechenya has people, 
but things did not work 
out the way Yeltsin 
planned. It took his troops 
not a few days but ten 
weeks to capture Grozny, 
and they only succeeded 
by shelling and bombing 
the city to rubble. Then 
came a relentless, endless 
guerrilla war in rural 
Chechenya, punctuated 
by spectacular Chechen 
raids into Russia itself. 

Russians watched, 
appalled, as their fright- 
ened, demoralised con- 
script sons died before 
their eyes every night on 
television. The “war 
party'’ in Moscow (some 
of whose leaders were 
indeed reaping huge prof- 
its from the war) kept 
announcing total victory, 
but the war just ground 
on. 

Dudayev was killed by a 
Russian rocket last spring. 
(It homed in on the uplink 
from a telephone he was 
using to confer with a 
Russian peace mediator 
via satellite). Yeltsin 
signed a peace agreement 
jn May. to win some votes 
in the June presidential 
election, but the Russians 
restarted the war soon 
afterwards. 

And then, on Aug. 6 of 
last year, the Chechens 
broke Rule One in the 
book of guerrilla warfare. 
They recaptured Grozny. 

This is not supposed to 
happen. In guerrilla wars, 
the regular army holds the 
cities, and the guerrillas 
lurk in the weeds. But 
Chechen fighters infiltrat- 
ed Grozny and simply 
took the city away from 
the Russians. Within a 
day, they had five times as 
many Russian troops sur- 
rounded in various-strong 
points within the city. And 
they did not pull out again 
after a few days. Breaking 


Rule Two. they fought off 
all Russian counter- 
attacks and held Grozny. 

Game over. Alexander 
Lebed flew down and 
signed a deal which effec- 
tively granted the 
Chechens complete con- 
trol over their own affairs. 
In a piece of “constructive 
ambiguity" designed to 
pacify Russian ultrana- 
tionalists, a decision on 
the final constitutional 
status of Chechenya was 
postponed for five years, 
until 2001, but the 
Russian troops are gone, 
and for all intents and pur- 
poses Chechenya (soon to 
be re-named Ichkeria) is 
independent 

Does this herald the 
break-up of Russia? No. 
for though the country' 
contains many minority 
nationalities, almost none 
except the Chechens lives 
as a local majority speak- 
ing its own language 
within a well-defined ter- 
ritory. Chechenya was a 
one-off. 

And does it mean that 
similar minorities else- 
where now have a better 
chance of gaining inde- 
pendence. even from large 
and powerful states like 
China. India and 
Indonesia? 

Good question. In gen- 
eral. the international cir- 
cumstances for successful 
secession are more 
favourable than they were 
during the cold war, when 
every local dispute 
became a cold war issue. 
But in practice it depends 
on who. when and where. 

It helps greatly if the 
country you are trying to 
leave has a long history of 
tyranny. The breakout is 
very unlikely to succeed, 
however, until the country 
starts to democratise: the 
moment of transition is 
the moment of opportuni- 


ty for small states like 
Chechenya. And if you 
plan to leave, you had bet- 
ter be on the periphery of 
the country, not some- 
where in the middle. 

By these criteria. Tibet 
gets three out of three and 
a fairly good chance of 
winning free when China 
democratises. Same goes 
for southern Sudan and 
the various minorities of 
Burma. But East Timor 


only gets two out of three: 
it is not at Indonesia's 
periphery. And Kashmir, 
the Sri Lankan Tamils. 
Corsica and the Basques 
only get one, because the 
parent states are already 
democracies. 

Chechenya is just 
Chechenya. not part of 
some wave of secessions 
that will dominate the 
global future. But it is 
nice to see it win. 
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Europe-Near East cooperation: ‘The policy of the EU member 
states is to respond as partners to the expectations of the Arab World* 


By Dr. H. Jurgan 

This article is based on an 
address the writer, who is 
an official from the Ger- 
man Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development, deliv- 
ered at a symposium on 
Jordanian-German coop- 
eration held in Aachen 
last month. The sympo- 
sium was pan of an 
international conference. 
Global Panel 1996, held 
in Europe in December, 
which featured Jordan as 
one of its focus countries 
for that year: 

Cooperation in the field of 
development means sup- 
porting a country’s 
endeavours towards 
improving the living con- 
ditions of its inhabitants. 
The BMZ provides sup- 
port for these endeavours 
by participating in pro- 
jects whicn are designed 
to develop different 
aspects of a given country. 
I should point out that 
these projects are not, 
however, the BMZ’s pro- 
jects, but principally the 
projects of the partner 
countries. Out of the large 
variety of activities which 
each country pursues with 
the aim of improving its 
own situation, German 
Economic Cooperation 
prefers to support those 
projects which deal with 


poverty alleviation, 
improving education and 
the protection of the nat- 
ural environment. 

Significance of German- 

Near East cooperation 

Most of the countries of 
the Near East — Near 
East as seen from our geo- 
graphical position — are 
Europe’s neighbours. For 
many centuries, a large 
variety of different politi- 
cal, economic and cultural 
relations have existed 
with these countries. 
There is, therefore, a vital 
interest in the latter’S 
security, stability and 
development, as well as in 
intensifying relations with 
them. 

The significance of this 
region with respect to 
global policy, as well as to 
worldwide economic 
activities, has to be seen 
within the context of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict 
Since the end of the Gulf 
war (1990/91), the coun- 
tries of the Near East have 
begun to reconsider the 
question of inner and 
outer security, as well as 
questions of economic 
and social modernisation 
within a peaceful environ- 
ment 

Comparing the countries 
of the Near East with each 
other, one’s attention is 
caught by the extreme 
imbalances which exist 


regarding natural 

resources, fresh water 
resources and the capacity 
to generate revenue. 

Additionally, the whole 
region is burdened with a 
high political conflict 
potential, as well as with a 
generally large burden of 
debt 

From this catalogue of 
key problems which ham- 
per the development of 
this region. I would like to 
mention just five: 

— Stagnating 

economies — with the 
exception of Jordan which 
shows an increase of six 
per cent per annum in its 
gross national product 
(GNP). 

— Population increase: 
in just 30 years, the num- 
ber of inhabitants will 
have doublefL Currently, 
about 40 per cent of the 
population are under 15 
years of age. 

— A high rate of unem- 
ployment: 20-30 per cent 
of the workforce are 
unemployed. Lamentably, 
this group cannot be 
absorbed by the European 
market, as the European 
market is undergoing 
massive structural 

changes itself, which 
imply a relatively high 
rate of unemployment — 
and the tendency is rising! 

— The region shows a 
high rate of refugees com- 
pared with all developing 
regions of the world: 30 


per cent of all refugees are 
concentrated in this 
region. 

— Scarcity of water and 
deterioration of the natur- 
al environment. Large 
areas of the Near East are 
located in arid 20 nes. 
Beyond the year 2000, the 
hitherto known potential 
of fresh water will not be 
sufficient to cover 
demand. 

The policy of the EU 
and die policy of its mem- 
ber states is to respond as 
partners to the expecta- 
tions of the Arab World. 
They aim to cooperate 
with the Arab World 
according to the existing 
possibilities within the 
context of their own needs 
in the fields of security, 
economy and cultural 
interests. 

German development 
policy actively takes part 
m the shaping of a mutual 
concept of the community 
of Western stares. German 
development policy sup- 
ports its partners on the 
way to finding lasting 
solutions to the problems 
of the region, by making 
use of its conceptual and 
financial means, thus con- 
tributing to a secure 
peace, via a close and 
continuing cooperation 
with European partners, 
the necessary support is 
given to the region’s 
efforts towards economic 
and social progress. 


German cooperation 

with Jordan 

Jordan's main problems 
— which are generally 
speaking the same as those 
of the whole region — are 
aggravated by die follow- 
ing: 

— Jordan has only limit- 
ed natural resources; 

— Jordan has to face an 
ever increasing shortage of 
water, 

— Jordan is located in a 
zone characterised by 
chronic crises. The current 
news headlines underline 
this observation. 

Of these basic problems, 
only the limited natural 
resources should be 
regarded as unchangeable. 
The amount, the quantity 
of available resources can- 
not be increased. It is only 
possible to use these 
resources in a sustainable 
manner, and it is essential 
to do so in a fair and shar- 
ing way. On the other 
hand, die basic economic 
and political problems can 
be dealt with by applying 
corresponding social ana 
economic policies. 

The basic problems can, 
and should be, compared 
with Jordan’s development 
potential: 

— Jordan commands a 
relatively high standard of 
education; 

— the communal infra- 
structure is relatively well 
developed; 


— the fact that Israel is a 
next-door neighbour may 
eventually turn out to be of 
advantage after the signing 
of the unavoidable peace 
treaty with the Arab 
World. It is mie that at the 
moment there is very little 
indication that this so 
very-needed treaty will be 
signed in the near future. 

The basic problems and 
the development potential 
of Jordan provide an ori- 
entation for the concept of 
the German economic and 
development cooperation 
with Jordan. 

Let us take a brief glance 
at the cooperation which 
has been executed so far 

The baric agreement for 
economic cooperation 
with Jordan was signed 
almost 20 years ago, on 
June 14, 1977. Since that 
day, the Federal Republic 
of Germany has invested 
about DM 2 billion in 
development projects in 
Jordan, in projects of 
financial and technical 
cooperation. One billion 
of that total represents the 
share for financial cooper- 
ation 

Key points of financial 
cooperation were: 

— Improving the infra- 
structure in the region of 
Aqaba: port, railway, ener- 
gy supply. 

— Development of the 
Jordan Valley: drinking 
water, ' irrigation, power 
supply. 


— Support for develop- 
ment banks which give 
loans to small and medi- 
um-sized enterprises in 
manufacturing, communal 
infrastructure, agriculture. 

— Technical cooperation 
is active in projects in the 
fields of: education, agri- 
culture, environmental 
protection, technology and 
know-how transfer, veteri- 
nary and human medicine. 

Over the years, the main 
topics of cooperation have 
changed. Today, the cur- 
rent financial and techni- 
cal cooperation projects 
support the following 
development programmes: 

— In the water sector, 
the main problem of the 
scarcity of water is the 
focal point of endeavours, 
lire pipelines for drinking 
water show a loss of more 
than 50 per cent. Hydroge- 
ological investigations aim 
to provide data on the 
amount and quality of the 
available ground water, as 
well as on its rate of 
renewal and directions of 
flow in the subsurface. 

— In the southern Jordan 
Valley, irrigation systems 
are being constructed. The 
sewage system, as well as 
sewage treatment, enjoys 
special attention because 
only treated water will be 
available for agricultural 
irrigation in the future. 

— There are other mea- 
sures, too, in the agricul- 
tural sector. 


— Various institutions 
receive support; e.g., cur- 
rently a national informa- 
tion system is being intro- 
duced; likewise, there 
have been improvements 
in the field of land man- 
agement and land register, 
as well as the customs 
administrations. 

— There are also 
improvements in the edu- 
cational sr-tcr. 

— Finally, measures 
towards environmental 
and resource protection 
have been implemented, 
for example, rationalisa- 
tion of energy in Jordan’s 
industrial sector. 

In total, there are now 33 
projects running, with a 
duration ot oerween two 
and 10 years. They repre- 
sent a financial volume of 
about DM 500 million. 

In the future, the follow- 
ing four main topics will 
be attended to under eco- 
nomic cooperation: water 
supply and sewage treat- 
ment: this topic has top 
priority; agriculture: here, 
technical cooperation has 
reached the absorptive 
capacity of our Jordanian 
counterparts — an 
increase in these activities 
is, therefore, not planned; 
environmental protection: 
this sector has been newly 
established; modernisation 
of the public and econom- 
ic administration. 


Famed desert 
traveller in rare return 
to Arabian sands 


By Barry May 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Sir Wilfred 
Thesiger, reconciled to 
change wrought by the 
discovery or oil but 
resentful of it, has made 
a rare return to the sands 
of Arabia and reunited 
with his old bedouin 
travelling companions of 
half a century ago. 

Salim Bin Katrina and 
Salim Bin Ghabaisha, 
once ragged teenage 
camel rustlers, are gentle 
greybeards now. 

In “Arabian Sands”, 
Mr. Thesiger’s account 
of two epic journeys by 
camel across the barren 
empty quarter of south- 
ern Arabia in the 1940s, 
they are photographed 
barefoot and beardless 
atop a craggy rock. 

Their lank hair falls 
loosely about their 
shoulders, over which 
rifles are dung. Car- 
tridge belts and khan jars 

— curved daggers — 
worn at their waists 
complete the warrior 
image. 

Breeding and trading 
in camels, and engaging 
in tribal blood feuds 
seemed to be their only 
occupations. 

The two young men 
called the intrepid 
Oxford-educated Eng- 
lishman — tall, lean and 
ascetic — mubarak, the 
blessed one. They 
became his constant 
companions. 

Cursed — or blessed 

— with wanderlust, Mr. 
Thesiger first crossed the 
vast desert with the two 
nomads in six weeks in 
1946. He left the region 
in 1950 after another tra- 
verse and said later he 
regarded his rime in the 
desert as “the five happi- 
est years of ray life". 

"I was determined to 
meet the challenge of the 


desert and be on equal 
terms with the bedu,” the 
86-year-old explorer 
said during a visit to 
Dubai. 

Mr; Thesiger wrote 
“Arabian Sands”, first 


“It’s very 

impressive — 
I’m not saying I 
like it I prefer it 
the way it was 
the first time I 
came here . I’ve 
always detested 
cars and planes . 
They diminish 
the world and 
rob it of all its 
diversity ” 


published in 1959, as “a 
memorial to a vanished 
past, a tribute to a once 
magnificent people”. 

He came to Dubai, a 
city of large steel-and- 
glass office clocks, luxu- 
ry hotels and eight : lane 
Highways that are tribute 
to the success of a relent- 
less battle to tame the 
desert, for the opening of 
an exhibition of some of 
the many photographs 

— always in mono- 
chrome, never in colour 

— he took during his 
travels. 

Mr. Thesiger guided 
Bin Kabina ana Bin 
Ghabaisha, agog at 
Dubai in aii its moderni- 
ty, around the exhibition 
and smiled at the pic- 
tures of them as young 
tribesmen. 

Did he recognise any- 


thing of the old Dubai, 
the small fishing village 
and port on the creek, in 
today’s city? 

“It’s completely differ- 
ent The last time I was 
here I barely recognised 
Dubai creek,” he said. 

“It’s very impressive 

— I’m not saying I like 
it. I prefer it the way it 
was die first time I came 
here. I’ve always detest- 
ed cars and planes. They 
diminish the world and 
rob it of all its diversity.” 

Mr. Thesiger loves the 
silence of the desert and 
blames the discovery of 
oil for the disappearance 
of the life he knew. 

When he first returned 
to Arabia in 1977 he 
found Abu Dhabi, capi- 
tal of the newly formed 
country of the United 
Arab Emirates “an Ara- 
bian nightmare, the final 
disillusionment”. 

Abu Dhabi’s high-rise 
buildings and oil refiner- 
ies spread over what had 
been empty desert sym- 
bolised all that he hated 

— modernity in all its 
aspects. 

Back in the city in 
1990 for a previous pho- 
tographic exhibition 
sponsored by his old 
friend President Sheikh 
Zaid Bin Sultan Al- 
Nahayan, Mr. Thesiger 
found himself reconciled 
to the inevitable changes 
in Arabia which had 
been brought about by 
vast oil wealth and were 
typified by the United 
Arab Emirates. 

“Abu Dhabi is now an 
impressive modem city, 
made pleasant in this 
barren land by avenues 
of trees and green 
lawns,” he wrote. 


Sav&water ^ ..... m drop counts l 


.■ j 

■ - ¥ * 




Arab inventor claims to 

solve diesel pollution 


By Edna Fernandes 
Reuter 

LONDON — Britain’s 
double-decker bus 
could be at the cutting 
edge of an environmen- 
tal oreakthrough. 

For the past two years 
a London bus operator 
has carried out experi- 
ments with an Arab 
inventor who says he 
has the solution to the 
black diesel-based pol- 
lution fumes that led 
Britain’s air quality 
levels to break world 
safety standards last 
summer. 

Hass an Assali linked 
up with the London and 
Liverpool bus company 
Merseyside Transport 
Ltd (MTL) in a two- 
year experiment to test 
nis invention — an oil 
recycler which he told 
Reuters cuts pollution 
levels by 50 per cent 
and saves on lubricat- 
ing oil by recycling it 
six to 10 times. 

“Last summer there 
was big talk about stop' 
ping vehicles entering 
towns altogether as 
pollution levels were 
going through the roof; 

“with this,” said Mr. 
Assali cradling his 
recycler at his west 
London headquarters, 
“we can cut the amount 
of oil used and 
dumped, cut pollution 
levels, plus save 
money.” 

The recycler, invent- 
ed by Mr. Assali who is 
managing director of 
the company behind it 
called Pinmore, has 
taken six years to 
develop and millions of 
pounds (dollars) of 
investment funded by 
an anonymous Pales- 
tinian backer. 

The Pinmore recycler 
prototype was made by 
a gunsmith in London s 
East End because: “It 
was the only way we 
could get the precision 
we needed,” said Mr. 
Assali. 


, Made in China 

It is now being manu- 
factured in China’s 
Huzhan Province and 
has sold 6,000 units at a 
cost of 250 pounds 
($425.2) each. 

Customers to date 
include an Algerian bus 
company which has 
ordered 3,000 recyclers 
and Saudi Arabia’s 


industry, also agreed it 
worked. 

Phil Locke, systems 
manager for group 
engineering at MTL, 
told Reuters: “We’ve 
had a lot of success and 
it’s given ns tremen- 
dous savings. It’s also 
given us smaller fuel 
emissions, which are 
down sharply.” 

He said the bus 
group’s initial scepti- 


<( Last summer there was big 
talk about stopping vehicles 
entering towns altogether as 
pollution levels were going 
through the roof... With 
this , we can cut the amount 
of oil used and dumped,' cut 
pollution levels, plus save 
money.” 


frontier guards who 
bought 1,000 for their 
trucks — “they're con- 
stantly plagued by 
desert sand getting into 
the oil” added the 
inventor. 

In November Mr. 
Assali held a confer- 
ence in Oxford, Eng- 
land, attended by more 
than 40 delegates from 
the transport industry, 
including bus compa- 
re es. 

At the conference 
MTL publicly endorsed 
the recycler after two 
years of tests on its old- 
est London buses. Pro- 
fessor Gordon Andrews 
of the Fuel and Energy 
Department at Leeds 
University and a con- 
sultant to the motor 


cisra had vanished and 
it is now considering 
buying up to 2,000 
recyclers for its fleet in 
London and Liverpool. 

“We’ve had so many 
people approach us in 
the past with different 
systems and they say it 
works. But most don’t. 
We took a gamble on 
Mr. Assali and it’s 
working,” said Locke. 

“I- trank it's been 
looked at by enough 
people and they see the 
benefits — it has the 
chance of turning into a 
big thing.” 

The reception from 
motor manufacturers 
like Nisstm has been 
cooler, says Mr. Assali, 
despite the pressing 
environmental ana 


health arguments to cut 
pollution. 

Mr. Assali also says 
two major oil compa- 
nies have called him to 
rubbish his work out of 
hand. “I was afraid they 
would send a hit-man, 
he joked. 

But he says the evi- 
dence is in his favour. 
Pinmore carried out 
experiments for two 
years in north London 
with MTL. 


Recycling bus 

The experiment fitted 
one bus with a recycler 
and one without, said 
Mr. Assali. “We said to 
the client: ‘Run these 
buses in the worst con- 
ditions possible — 
stopping, starting con- 
tinuously and braking 
suddenly’ .” 

He claimed the old 
Red Routemaster bus, 
the famous London 
symbol also renowned 
for belching black 
fumes, was fitted with 
the recycler in Febru- 
ary 1995 and did not 
have to change its oil 
until July that year. 

The London arm of 
MTL then invited Mr. 
Assali to its headquar- 
ters in Liverpool wnere 
“I explained the inven- 
tion to the top brass.” 

Commenting on the 
financial benefits, he 
says that MTL as a 
company uses 40 
tonnes of oil a year — 
which can easily be cut 
by a sixth on average 
by using the recycler. 

“We started with 
three principles in mind 
— to save oil, maintain 
engine quality and to 
help the environment 
by cutting polluting 
emissions. 

The Pinmore filters 
the oil using a sec- 
ondary filter controlled 
bya microprocessor. 

The filter has a pyra- 
mid of discs, down 
which oil cascades. 


Discs are heated to 160 
degrees, bringing oil to 
120 degrees, hotter 
than the engine temper- 
ature. As "oil trickles 
down the discs the con- 
taminants, such as 
water, diesel fuel and 
gases evaporate. 

The resulting vapour 
is fed into a "chamber 
where it is burned off 
separately. 

Very old vehicles like 
the Red Routemaster 
buses, some of which 
are 25 years old, can 
run for 60,000 kilome- 
tres (37,280 miles) 
without changing the 
oil — that is six times 
the normal distance. 

First buses, 
then the world 

Pinmore has high 
hqpes for its product 
and plans to take pol- 
luting vehicles by 
storm. “We will hit the 
bus companies first and 
then the black cab mar- 
ket in London — 
23,000 cabs in total. 

“We will then tackle 
the major UK cities — 
Sheffield, Glasgow, 
Bradford. The market 
is massive. We could 
take it to Paris, Frank- 
furt, Berlin — every 
diesel city in Europe.” 

MTL now plans to set 
up a mobile laboratory 
where anyone can 
inspect the recycler and 
the test results. 

“.We’re working 
towards helping others 
fight pollution. We’re 
not trying to keep it to 
ourselves,” stud Locke. 

“If we put it into the 
bus market first, then 
perhaps someone from 
the government will 
say: ‘If it works for 
buses then why can’t it 
work for taxis or the 
private car?’.” 
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JEWELLERY 

A shared magnificent obsession 


Delhi through the ages 

Old name: Indra-Prastha (Abode of the Lord of Lords) 


FOR CENTURIES men 
have derived material 
satisfaction, aesthetic 
pleasures, philosophi- 
cal insight and divine 
inspiration from orna- 
ments and ornamenting 
metal like gold and sil- 
ver, not to mention the 
immortality of diamonds 
or the allure of the likes 
of topaz and amethyst. 
Historians believe that 
all over India (in fact all 
over the world) the con- 
cept of ornamentation 
began with the idea of 
wearing charms to ward 
off evil. Animal teeth, 
bones and claws were 
perhaps the earliest 
forms of accessories^ 
that man chose. It is' 
believed, for instance, 
that wearing a single 
earring frightens off the 
devils of the sea. That 
is why pirates wear 
them that way. 
Gradually “warding off" 
began to mean keeping 
good health and jew- 
ellery became an aid to 
do so. An earring, it is 
said, also came to be 
worn because it was 
believed that a hole 
pierced in the ear at 
that point improves eye- 
sight! * 

Utility was next in the 
order of things and 
soon jewellery acquired 
the value of being utili- 
tarian. Rings originated 
from the need of kings 
or tradesmen to carry 
their seal with them. 
The ring was a seal 
holder. The amulets 
worn on the arm con- 
tained charms. In fact 
so did some necklaces. 
Fancy and intricately 
ornamented belts were 
actually holding the 
modesty of the wearer. 
The girdle came to be 
fashioned in many 
styles and-is common 
to all societies in India, 
be it a tribal one in 
ArunaChal Pradesh or a 
royal one in the golden 


age of the Mauryas! 
Verv earlv. howe> 


Very early, however, 
the ingenuity of man 
turned these beliefs 
into ornaments with 
great decorative value. 
In it they embedded a 
lot of symbolism. One 
fine example of it is the 
manglasutra or the 
thali, an ornament com- 
mon to women from all 
over India. It is a sym- 
bol of being married 
and though the design 
varies from region to 
region, almost all of 
them have such an 
institution. In 

Maharashtra it comes 
strung on a necklace of 
black beads while in 
Tamil Nadu it comes 
with a pendant. In the 
east it is a bangle that 
is worn to identify a 
married woman. All 
over India women wear 
ornaments on their 
head called the 
Chandran or the moon 
and the Suryan or the 
sun They also wear 
something very pretty 
on the parting of their 
hair. Equally common 
are the umbrella- 
shaped earrings. They 


1 *** 
t / 



AS IF a natural 
sequence to the story 
of Delhi’s antiquity, 
the glorious site of 
Indraprastha of the 
great epic 

Mahabharata is now 
confirmed to have 
been part of this 
region. Findings of 
the Stone Age tools 
earlier in the vicinity 
of Anangpur area had 
conclusively indicated 
that p re-historic man 
lived in Delhi and its 
surrounding areas, 
vaster than what 
forms the part of 
southern Delhi. The 
excavations carried 


out by Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) 
in T991 revealed 


many such tools. The 
information available 
through literary and 
archaeological 
sources, though 
small. confirms 

Delhi s antiquity and 
continuity. 

It is significant that 
until the ^beginning of 
present century, a vil- 


lage called indrapat 
obviously derived 


from Indraprastha, lay 
within the precincts of 
Purana Quila (Old 
Fort). In fact till late 


can be found in myriad 
designs from Kashmir 
to Kanyakumari. 

It is amazing the man- 
ner in which jewellery is 
worn has been dictated 
by the circumstances 
prevailing in different 
areas. In Rajasthan, for 
example, women cov- 
ered their face so what 
was visible of them was 
their hands and feet. 
Their ornaments for the 



hand, spreading like a 
web over the hand and 
culminating in rings for 
the fingers has to be 
seen to be believed! 
Similarly their anklets 
are some of the pretti- 
est, not to mention their 
unique designs in ban- 
gles. In Himachal 
Pradesh, where most of 
the body is covered 
with woollens, the best 
piece of jewellery that 
will show well is the 
nose ring and they have 
some fascinating ones. 

The obsession with 
ornaments can be 
traced back to the 
Mohenjo-Daro civilisa- 
tion. The National 
Museum in Delhi has a 
gallery on jewellery 


with exhibits from that 
period. It is fascinating 
to find the amulet, the 
necklace and even the 
ring there, but without 
much use of metals; 
beads and precious and 
semi-precious stones 
being predominant. 

Within this framework 
goldsmiths let their cre- 
ativity wander, explore 
and break new 
grounds. In addition 
there was external 
influence as the prince- 
ly traditions of 
Rajasthan brought irv 
French influence by 
refashioning their 
accessories. In the 
north the Mogul influ- 
ence is evident where 
lapidary or the art of 
cutting gems and 
enamelling on gold, 
meenakari were two 
techniques that were 
perfected. Gujarat is 
famous for a style of 
jewellery known as 
pachchikam where 
stones are prong-set in 
silver and the gold work 
is at the back of the 
ornament with the silver 
side facing the viewer. 


Fort). In fact till late 
forties, the area within 
the boundaries of this 
fort presented a vil- 
lage-like appearance 
and the surviving 
accommodation was 


used by the villagers 
as well as refugees 
after partition of the 


country in 1947. The 
villagers till then 
called it as Pandavas’ 
Quila. The discovery 
of an Ashokan epi- 


graph in Laipat Nagar 
in south Delhi in 1 966 
seemed to have fur- 
thered the keen inter- 
est tin the search of 
antiquity of Delhi and 
the location of the site 
of Indraprastha. Since 
the site near 
Anangpur has been 
confirmed as the site 
of p re-historic man, 
the reasons for its 
choice were attributed 
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Purana Quila in Delhi 


to the easy availability 
of water, raw material 
for tool-making and 
thick forest for game. 

But more than that, 
this region has inher- 
ent magnetism since 
time immemorial. It is 
this pull which seems 
to have drawn even 
Pandavas. After the 
division of their 
ancestral estate due 
to strife, Pandavas 
were offered the 
densely-forested area 
of Khandavaprastha; 


they accepted even 
that. This area was 


that. This area was 
also known as 
Yoginipur. Other 
places called 

Baghpat, Son pat 
(Sonepat), Til pat and 
Panipat were the 
other “Pats” which 
were demanded by 
Pandavas from the 
Kauravas 
(Mahabharata). 
Significantly all these 
places have yielded 
the painted greyware 


associated with the 
so-called 

Mahabharata sites 
which have emerged 
after the excavations 
at Hastinapur in 1 950. 

Before beginning 
the digging into the 
past eras, fne archae- 
ologists tap the liter- 
ary sources. To go 
deeper, in this case, 
they looked exten- 
sively into Buddhist 
texts and Jatakas to* 
find a definite direc- 
tion. Epics and 
Puranavas (ancient 
sacred scriptures) are 
the other sources 
taken into account. As 
mentioned in the 
Buddhist text, the pre- 
sent Delhi kingdom 
was known to nave 
had many towns, vil- 
lages and cities and 
Indrapatta was the 
most important of 
them all. Since these 
sources, as well as 
legends refer to 
events and conditions 


of much earlier times, 
these have been 
relied upon to a rea- 
sonable extent. 
Though the exact dat- 
ing of the literary 
sources is not possi- 
ble, their chronologi- 
cal sequence has 
generally been 
agreed upon. The 
Buddhist text has 
described the 

Indrapatta in much 
precise details and 
glowing terms. This 
town, as described 
therein was well con- 
nected by roads to all 
the main cities of 
which Benaras 
received a special 
mention. 

An eminent archae- 
ologist Ar 

Cunningham assert- 
ed the probable date 
of occupation of 
Indraprastha as 1511 
B.C. No direct evi- 
dence to support the 
theory of the identity 
of Indraprastha with 


Delhi was found till 
late, though plenty of 
circumstantial evi- 
dence was there. The 
assumed location of 
Indraprastha was 
between the present 
Ferozshah Kotla and 
Humayun’s Tomb 
along the banks of 
Yamuna (which flows 
in that area). But it 
had remained a 
vague guess till the 
excavations were car- 


ried out by the 
Archaeological 
Survey of India in 


1 955 and the site 
fixed to be in the 
lower mound in 
Purana Quila. 

Extensive excava- 
tions were carried out 
in 1966 and the foi- 
; lowing four years. 
Painted greyware, an 
offering stand in red 
and few other objects 
found there confirmed 
the theory and 
encouraged further 
probes. 
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AGRA CITY is virtual 
gateway to a world of 
discovery — a freeze- 
frame from a replendant 

J era that’s long since 
gone by. It has wit- 
nessed the rise of the 
pomp and pageantry of 
three great Mogul mon- 
archs — Akbar, 
4 Jehangir and Shah 
y Jahan — ail of whom 
^ lavished on this fabled 
city, their love and rich- 
es to transform the land 
into one of the greatest 
centres of art, culture, 
learning and commerce. 
Much . of the city's 
impressive past lives in 
evidence even today, in 
the haunting presence 
inside the monuments 
and in the majesty of the 
building. 

jft In terms of ambience, 
"jt is still associated with 
the Mogul period. The 
Taj Mahal, essentially 
one man's monumental 
testimony to love, has 
become synonymous 
not only with this city but 
with India as a whole. 
Agra, however, has 
more than just the Taj to 
offer. Agra Fort, on the 
banks of the Yamuna, is 
situated in the centre of 
, the town. Various styles 
l5 \ ‘Guild ; of architecture are evi- 
Plenty : dent within the fort and 
n,l ' 3i i demonstrate the boid- 
ihereJis ness of Akbar’s period, 
■ocatiQn : the refinement of 
,,: -3 tg Jehangir’s times, and 
pres? the subtleness of Shah 
Mia i~ Jahan ’s rule. The other 
* Ter attractions here include 


Agra’s monuments 


looking beyond the Taj 
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Sikandra - Tomb of Akbar 


Mausoleum of Itmad-Ud-Daula 


the Diwan-i-Am, Diwan- 
i-Khaas and Jodhabai’s 
Palace. 


site along the border of 
the ridge. The various 
block and quarters of 


About 37 km from Agra *£he city were connected 
as one of the capital Tivith stonepaved streets 


i.«nks ■ 
■t'lch fc: 
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was one of the capital 
cities of Akbar. The cap- 
ital city; originally desig- 
nated as Fatehabad, 
after Akbar’s conquest 
of Gujarat in June 1573, 
came to be popularly 
called Fatehpur Sikri. 
The occasion also 
marked the building of 
the southern gateway of 
Jami Mosque, the 
Buland Darwaza, which 
constitutes the glory of 
Fatehpur Sikri. The 
palaces were built to the 
east of the Jami Masjid, 
while the city was laid 
out below the palace- 


and adorned with green 
avenues, gardens, plea- 
sure-pavilions, public 
hammams (baths), 
water channels and 
fountains, the remains 
of which excite the 
imagination and admira- 
tion of the visitor. 

Situated across the 
Yamuna, about 4 km 
away, Sikandra houses 
the tomb of Emperor 


Akbar. The construction 
of Sikandra was started 
by Akbar but completed 
by Jehangir. This mau- 
soleum is not like a con- 
ventional Muslim tomb. 
In design it is like a 
Buddhist vihar or 
monastery. The tomb is 
of a pyramidal form and 
stands on a high terrace 
in the centre of a vast 
and well-laidout garden. 
The most outstanding 
feature of the main 
gateway is its four beau- 
tiful minarets of white 
marble which rise 


i gracefully high into the 
•sky, carrying the whole 
" body of the gateway 
-with them. The excel- 
lence of Akbar’s mau- 
soleum lies in its being 
a cosmopolitan struc- 
ture. It is a fine example 


the harmonious blend- 
ing of the Hindu, 
Buddhist, Muslim and 
Christian styles of archi- 
tecture. 

Situated opposite the 
Taj Mahal, on the other 
side of the Yamuna, 


Itmad-ud-Daula houses 
the magnificent mau- 
soleum of Ghias Beg, 
the father of Noor 
Jahan. The tomb has 
been planned in the 
centre of a Charbagh 
(four-quartered garden). 


Pseudo-gateways and 
water pavilions have 
been constructed in the 
centre of the north and 
south sides. The west or 
riverside has in its mid- 
dle a multi-roomed 
pavilion. It rests in a 
beautiful-planned set- 
ting which imparts an 
aesthetic impression. 
The main tomb is of 
pure white marble, 
which has a tank with a 
fountain in the centre of 
each of its sides. Each 
facade of the tomb is 
composed of three arch- 
es, the centre one pro- 
viding the entrance, the 
other two on the sides 
being closed with beau- 
tiful trellis screens. 
Each side is protected 
above by a chhajja and 
a perforated balustrade. 
The jalees (marble trelli) 
of the balustrade have 
been carved so deli- 
cately that they appear 
to be made of ivory. The 
craftsmanship of this 
monument surpasses 
that of the Taj. 
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On the occasion of the ^ 

Republic Day of India 

Kawar Drug Store « 

Conveys his hearty greeting to the 
government and Indian people. , 


ON THE OCCASION OF. 
THE INDEPENDANCE DAY 
OF INDIA 

A. R. KEVORKIAN CO. 

EXTEND THEIR FELICITATIONS 
AND BEST WISHES TO THE PEOPLE 
OF INDIA ON THIS 
GREAT OCCASION 
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On the occasion of the 
Republic Day of India 
Indo-Jordan Scholars Club 

conveys its hearty greeting to the 
^government and Indian people^ , 

/ On the occasion of the . V 

Republic Day of India 

Chemical and Mining Industries Co. Ltd. 
Amman - Jordan 

present their congratulation to the 
people of India and to the Indian 
embassy staff in Jordan 


: PS*" 
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' On the occasion of the 

E aonttfe 

Dr. Naser Ai Maaitah 

director of Zarqa University Services Est. 
conveys his hearty greeting to the govern- 
^ ment and Indian people. ^ 

' PAK VAN SERVICES > 

Congratulates the Government & the 
People of India on the occasion of 

“ The Republic Day of India ” 

and extends its wishes for a healthy 
& prosperous future , 


XI 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA 


Indo-Jordan Chemicals Company Ltd 

(A Joint Venture ofSPIC-India & JPMC-Jordan) 
CONVEYS ITS FELICITATIONS AND CORDIAL 
WISHES TO THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 


"The management and staff 
of the Forte Grand Amman 
would like to congratulate 
the Indian Embassy on the 
occasion of their 
Independence Day" 


FORTE 

GRAND 


The Commercial & Industrial Co. 

Dealers of Maruti vehicles in Jordan 

congratulates 

<Tbe public of 
on their Rational ©ay 
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Jordan stands by its protest against Lebanese release of Iraqi diplomats 

{Continued from page 1 ) publicly announced that the mats. relations with Baghdar 


Albright: Mideast peace is highest priority 
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i rumpled an official 
JonJanian protest, filed by 
^°)al Court Chief Awn 
kiasawneh during a meeting 
r, ilh i he Lebanese ambas- 
■^Dr to Ionian, William 
Habib, early last week. 

In its protest note, Jordan 
described the freeing of the 
diplomats as a “violation of 
Lebanon’s engagement to 
terrorism and its com- 
•tiiraenuo justice/* 
Subsequently, the Lebanese 
Sovemment contended that 
protest was an interfer- 
l 'J5* in internal Lebanese 
affairs. 

Dr. Muasher told the Jordan 
Hnwi on Saturday: “We do 
** believe dial we are med- 
;y ln g in the internal affairs of 

jjpebanon.'* 

Sonhcil held Jordanian 
^tonality," and therefore 
?ytotng related to his killing 
b definitely a Jordanian con- 
said the minister. 

! Dr- Muasher noted that the 
'Kuicse government had 


publicly announced that the 
Iraqi diplomats, who were 
arrested in Beirut as they were 
trying to leave the country, 
had confessed to the killing. 

“U is strange that the 
Lebanese government have 
taken the decision (to free the 
three) after it confirmed that 
they had admitted to their 
deeds," said Dr. Muasher. 

“It is equally strange that it 
look the Lebanese govern- 
ment three years to determine 
that the three had diplomatic 
immunity and should be 
released," he added. 

In any event, added the min- 
ister. “the Lebanese govern- 
ment’s explanation lover the 
release of the Iraqis) is not 
convincing either in substance 
or in form." 

The French news agency, 
Agence France Presse (AFP), 
meanwhile reported that 
Lebanon on Saturday 
“warned" Jordan to keep 

out of its internal affairs, in 
reply to Amman’s complaint 
over the 

freeing of three Iraqi diplo- 


mats. 

It said the Jordanian ambas- 
sador to Lebanon, Fakhri Abu 
Taleb. was summoned to the 
Lebanese Foreign Ministry to 
receive a formal reply to the 
Jordanian protest lodged with 
Ambassador Habib in 
Amman. 

“The issue (of the diplo- 
mats) fails within the domain 
of sovereignty and Lebanon, 
which is keen not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of other 
countries, hopes they will 
adopt the same attitude in 
return,’’ AFP quoted the 
Lebanese statement as saying. 

Reuters said the statement 
was handed over Ambassador 
Abu Taleb by Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry Director- 
General Zafer Al Hassan. 

Mr. Hassan told the ambas- 
sador that “Lebanon insists on 
its rommiunem to internation- 
al agreements and on its oblig- 
ation towards diplomats on its 
soil," said a source quoted by 
Reuters. 

One week after the killing. 
Beirut broke off diplomatic 


relations with Baghdad after 
the Iraqi authorities failed to 
lift the suspects’ diplomatic 
immunity. 

Shortly after the murder. 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez said the diplo- 
mats had confessed their 

involvement and that they 

w fere intelligence agents. 

But late Friday Mr. Bouez. 
citing what he said were 

Lebanon's diplomatic obliga- 
tions. dismissed complaints 
against the release of the three 
as “unacceptable.” 

Mr. Bouez said on 

Wednesday that under interna- 
tional law Lebanon could not 
try the three Iraqis since they 
had diplomatic immunity, but 
it could expel diem. 

The family of Souheii had 
also filed a formal appeal 
against the release of the 
Iraqis. 

Iraq itself has denied any 
involvement in the murder 
and has accused Lebanon of 
violating the 1961 Vienna 
Convention regarding diplo- 
matic relations. 


(Continued from page 1) 
Golan. 

The new right-wing govern- 
ment of Israeli Prime Minister 
Ben v ami n Netanyahu offemed 
last week to resume negotiations 
with no preconditions but would 
not pledge to discuss a with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said previ- 
ously that the Golan would 
never be returned and was of 
strategic importance to Israel. 

In her comments on Saturday, 
Ms. Albright, suggesting that the 
U.S. government no longer has 
the ear of the public on interna- 
tional issues, said. “I think the 
people don’t understand what 
the stakes are." 

Appearing on CNN’s “Lany 
King Live” Friday, a day after 
taking office, Ms. Albright said 
there were not many ambigui- 
ties during the cold war, when 
“there were the communists and 
there were us and we were the 
good guys and they were the 
bad guys." 

The time has come, she said, 
for the govern me nr ro "recon- , 
nect the American people to our | 


foreign policy. ... We have to fig- 
ure out what the threats are 
against our way of life and how 
to protect ourselves." 

Ms. Albright hinied that she 
planned to travel less abroad 
than did her record-setting pre- 
decessor, Warren Christopher, 
who racked up 1,128,992 kilo- 
metres in four years. 

Instead, she said she plans to 
travel more around the United 
Stales so the American people 
can feel they are a pan of the 
foreign policy process. 

While the threats are very dif- 
ferent now. "the American peo- 
ple can understand them if you 
tell them about it.” she said. 
“We need to work together.” 

Khartoum says 17 ! 

(Continued from page 1) 
uprising. 

Rebel leader John Garang has 
said his troops were just 20 kilo- 
metres away from the dam. But 
their advance seems to have lost 
momentum and journalists visit- 
ing the site on Friday and Saturday 
could not see any rebel troops. 


Egypt,S. Arabia oppose division 


sjin d r c s o rs//i: 

.. , -j- , mad Saleh has visited both 

•m adopi a undied postuon m Saudi „ 

order to save the eouuuyftom lv ~ in K , bid t0 win s for hi „ 

the dangers engulfing it because government. Mr. Mia said his 
of errors in the polteteseumtnl- 45 .,^ ^ here wou|d 

followed by Sudan. involve discussions with Saudi 
Sudanese government troops leadere on ^ jn ^ 

are preparing a masstxe cou- Arab World in general and not 
nter-oflensive against opposi- only Sudan B( ^ fonHgn min . 

lion rebels which have seized a isters spoke of the need to 

swathe of territory in eastern implement fully the Israeli- 

Sudan. Both Egypt and Saudi Palestinian accord on the West 
Arabia have ignored pleas for Bank town of Hebron and 

aid from the Islamist regime in expressed hope for develop- 

Khanoum, which has accused ments on other tracks of the 

Ethiopia and Eritrea of support- peace i pro: ess, particularly 
ing attacks by the opposition talks between Syria and Israel. 

Ethiopian soldiers killed on rebel front 

Sudan reported on Friday that on Friday. Many Kharroum-based 


Sudan reported on Friday that 
rebels on the northeastern front 
had attacked government troops 
for the first time in more than a 
week and had inflicted heavy loss- 
es. An official Sudanese daily did 
not say when the clash took place. 

Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir visited Damazin 


analysis took this as a signal of the 
beginning of ihe counter-offen- 
sive. The government has denied 
reports of most rebel advances biP 
has conceded that they have takei 
over Qeissan and Kurmuk, tw 
small towns on the Ethiopian bo 
der. 







I 


10 Economy 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 26, 1997 



U.S. farm exports 
to Arab Gulf 


states peak in ’96 


ABU DHABI (.AFP) — 
U.S. farm exports to Arab 
Gulf oil producers hit a 
record in the first nine 
months of 1996 and they 
are projected to grow fur- 
ther in the next years, offi- 
cial figures have showed. 

Exports of food and other 
farm products to the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council iGCC) peaked at 
around S555 million in the 
first three quarters, an 
increase of eight per cent 
O'er the same period of 
1995. according to the 
Dubai World Trade Centre 
(DWTO. which cited offi- 
cial U.S. figures. 

“Over the next few years. 
U.S. agricultural exports to 
the GCC are expected to 
grow by some 10 to 1 5 per 
cent annually after they 
reached their highest level 
in the first nine months of 
last year." it said in a state- 
ment. 

"This is due to changing 
consumer preferences. 


expansion of the fast food 
sector and a growing local 
awareness of the high qual- 
ity of U.S. food products” 
the DWTC said. 

U.S. farm exports to ihe 
Gulf include poultry, meat, 
processed fruits and vegeta- 
bles, cheese and other dairy 
prodcuts, and a variety of 
snack foods. 

The United States is the 
third biggest commercial 
partner of the GCC, which 
groups Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates fUAE) in a politi- 
cal. defence and economic 
alliance. Its exports to the 
six nations totalled S10.2 
billion in 1995. 

The United Stares will be 
one of the main exhibitors 
at an international food 
show Lo be held in Dubai on 
Feb. 23. The statement said 
it expected U.S. companies 
to win food supply deals 
worth millions of dollars. 


Bseiso describes Palestinian economy in ’96 as disastrous 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The economy in the 
autonomous Palestinian 
areas was a disaster in 1996 
as per capita income 
plunged and unemployment 
and inflation surged to their 
highest level, a senior offi- 
cial was quoted as saying 
Saturday. 

The governor of the 
Palestinian Monetary Fund, 
Fouad Bseiso. blamed what 
he called Israel’s economic 
siege of the territories since 
February and failure by 


international creditors to 
fully honour their financial 
commitments to the Pales- 
tinians. 

“Last year was an eco- 
nomic disaster in Palestine. 
There could be a total 
explosion in which Israel 
will be the loser,” he told 
the semi-official United 
Arab Emirates daily A1 Itri- 
had. 

Dr. Bseiso said the Israeli 
siege had cost the Palestin- 
ian economy around $1.2 
billion while the per capital 


income dived to a record 
low of $600 million com- 
pared with Israel's income 
of $16,900. 

The national income also 
plummetted by around 25 
per cent from the 1995's 
income of $3.58 billion 
and private investment to 
nearly $250 million from 
$700 million in 1994. he 
said. 

“This means the majority 
of the Palestinian people 
have reached the poverty 
line, which is estimated at 


S625” he said. 

Dr. Bseiso’s figures also 
showed unemloyment 
peaked at 50 per cent, 
including 60 per cent in 
Gaza Strip and 2S per cent 
in the West Bank. 

He attributed this to the 
Israeli economic blockade 
and a decline in the number 
of Palestinian workers in 
Israel to around 20,000 
from 120,000 in 1993. 

Despite the economic 
decline, inflation deteriorat- 
ed in those areas, reaching 


eight per cent. Remittances 
from Palestinians abroad 
also plunged to around 
$300 million in 1996 from 
more than $898 million in 
1992. 

“All these developments 
have adversely affected the 
living standards in Pales- 
tine... They are counter to 
all expectations in 1993 that 
the Palestinian economy 
will be in a good shape.” 
Dr. Bseiso said. 


High oil prices, output boost Omani economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
increase in oil prices and 
production pushed Oman's 
economy above projected 
growth rates and slashed the 
budget deficit to negligible 
levels in 1996, officials have 
said. 

The surplus in the trade 
balance has also widened by 
more than $600 million, 
leading to a sharp drop in the 
balance of payment deficit. 

"You can say the economy 
of Oman in 1996 was in one 
of its best shapes as most 


sectors recorded high growth 
rates and the budget deficit 
appears to be negligible," 
said Mahmoud Jarwani, 
chief excurive of the Muscat 
Stock Exchange. 

•The actual deficit was 
slashed in the first half of 
1 996 to less than a fifth of its 
level in the first half of 
1995,” he told AFP by tele- 
phone. 

Figures provided by the 
Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) 
showed the shortfall in 


Oman's budget plunged to 
nearly 24.5 million Omani 
riyals ($63.7 million ) in the 
first seven months of 1996 
from around 110 milli on 
riyals (286 million) in the 
same period of 1995. 

The deficit was projected 
at 250 milli on riyals ($650 
million) as spending was 
estimaed at 2.15 billion 
riyals ($5.59 billion) and 
revenues at 1.9 billion riyals 
($4.94 billion). 

“ Concerning the economy, 
growth figures have been 


revised to 5.7 per cent from 

5 .5 per cent because of high- 
er oil prices and output," the 
AMF said. 

It put growth in the gross 
domestic product (GDP) at 

7.6 per cent in the first half 

of 1996 and inflation at only 
1 5 per cent __ 

Like in other Gulf states, 
oil provides the bulk of 
Oman's income and any 
change in its prices has a 
direct impact on economic 
performance. 

Oil prices surged by more 


than $3 in 1996 to an aver- 
age $20 compared with 
$16.8 in 1995. Oman’s 
crude production also 
increased to around 900,000 
barrels per day (bpd) from 
860.000 bpd. 

Omani officials said the 
increase boosted the energy 
sector by nearly 15 per cent 
in 1996 while most other 
sectors also recorded high 
growth rates. They cited 
farming. manufacturing, 
construction and trade sec- 
tors. 


Bank of Israel faces 
dilemma on exchange rate 


TEL AVIV (R) — With the 
Israeli currency edging 
higher, rhe Bank of Israel 
faces a balancing act 
between its tough inflation- 
ary stance and currency sta- 
bility, analysts and traders 
have said. 

In the last week, the shekel 
has risen ro the limit of its 
trading band against an offi- 
cial basket of foreign cur- 
rencies. forcing the central 
bank to intervene in the 
local foreign currency mar- 
ket 

The shekel is allowed to 
fluctuate in a trading band of 
seven per cent above or 
below a sloping mid-point 
designed to devalue the 
Israeli currency at a rate of 
six per cent a year against 
the basket of key currencies. 

As of Tuesday, it was 6.99 
per cent under the slope. 

Finn Kventy. head of for- 
eign currency trading at 
United Mizrahi Bank, esti- 
mates the central bank spent 
up to $500 million in the last 
week supporting the basket. 
Bui in the process, analysts 
said, the bank threatens to 


undermine its tight mone- 
tary policy by increasing liq- 
uidity in the economy. 

The exchange rate prob- 
lems have prompted specu- 
lation that the Bank of Israel 
wants to widen the band to 
10 per cent or more. Some 
bank officials support such a 
measure, but treasury offi- 
cials said they were strong- 
ly opposed. Any change in 
the band would have to be 
approved by the two sides. 

“There is no chance that 
the Bank of Israel will 
widen the band,” said a 
Bank Hapoalim currency 
trader. 

Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel has said he 
sees the foreign exchange 
regime as a bulwark against 
the speculation that plagued 
the Israeli currency in the 
past. 

The exchange rate has 
been under pressure for two 
years as Israeli companies 
increasingly turned to for- 
eign currency loans. 

The Bank of Israel's right 
monetary policy pushed 
interest rates to a peak of 1 7 


per cent in the middle of last 
year. The rate has since fall- 
en. but foreign exchange 
loans are still cheap. 

"Interest rates on the 
shekel are high, so compa- 
nies prefer foreign currency 
loans...and convert the cur- 
rency to shekels," Mr. Kven- 
ty said. 'They take a gamble 
that there won’t be a devalu- 
ation or at least it will be less 
than the interest rate differ- 
ential." 

As a result, the dollar rate 
rose just 3.7 per cent last 
year, while Israeli inflation 
was 10.6 per cent. 

In recent days the problem 
has been exacerbated by the 
strengthening of the U.S. 
currency in world markets. 

The other basket curren- 
cies have weakened, forcing 
the basket rate lower. In 
addition, the government 
and state enterprises recent- 
ly completed several over- 
seas borrowings, repatriat- 
ing the proceeds. 

Since its latest peak in 
mid-December, the basket 
rate has fallen 1 3 per cent to 
3.62 18 on Wednesday. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ring leader 7 
6 School dance 
10 Mrtis 
u French 
composer. 
Dame) 

15 Shakespearean 
villain 

16 Eight, in 
Tampico 

17 The nitty-gritty 

20 Time abbr. 

21 Racket 

22 Discourage 

£3 Landscape blot 

25 Tittle 

26 The niity-gntty 
3i Detective auto 

34 Corduroy nb 

35 Investment acct. 
abbr. 

36 Riyadh denizen 

37 Decrepit auto 

39 Flabbergast 

40 Twitch 

41 Disparage 

42 Check endorser 

43 The nitty-gritty 

47 Profound 

48 Chelonians 

52 Barber's service 
34 Stradivari’s 
teacher 

56 Completely 

57 The nitty-gritiy 

50 Prune 

51 Rivulet 

52 Chilly 

53 Sharp insult 

54 Ivy League 
school 
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by Gayle Dean 


DOWN 
Hiding place 
Step on it! 
Maltreat 
Zapata's land, 
abbr. 

5 Pan of speech 

6 Sympathizes 
with 

7 Bravos from the 
bleachers 

8 Curved arch 

9 Family member 


10 Couch — 
n Reality 

12 Timely question 

13 Classify 

18 — Knox 

1 9 Clay brick 

24 Highbrow 

25 Unemployed 
27 Pnze 

26 A Cole 

29 Factual 

30 Lucid 

31 Wood slat 

32 PA port 

33 Tree with edible 
seeds 

37 Thunder 
measure 

38 Operate 

39 Season 

41 Dutch painter 

42 Religious person 

44 Make over 

45 Steadfast 

46 On the — 
(unfriendly 
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49 Norwegian 
NobeJtst 

50 Spanish hero 

51 Iditarod vehicles 

52 Fast fivers 


53 Fling 

54 — Minor 

55 Ponder 
58 Saharan 

SP Ralhskpllpr faro 


Ptachia Bar-Shavit, chief 
economist at Bank Hapoal- 
im. said the central bank 
was making the problem 
worse by rejecting any pos- 
sibility of an administrative 
devaluation and by letting 
rumours circulate of a wider 
trading band. 

"Speculation that they will 
widen the band causes the 
business sector to borrow 
even more foreign curren- 
cy” he said. That would be 
tantamount to an apprecia- 
tion of the shekel. 

Mr. Bar-Shavit said an 
administrative devaluation 
L with a declaration that oth- 
ers may follow would bring 
an end to foreign exchange 
borrowing. “It would create 
a better balance between 
greed and fear,” be said. 

Mr. Bar-Shavit conceded 
that such a move was 
unlikely for now, and Mr. 
Kventy said he doubted it 
would help. 

“People (borrowing in for- 
eign exchange) are looking 
at the long-term — two ro 
three years. Even a devalua- 
tion of 10 per cent could be 
absorbed,” Mr. Kventy said. 

Analysts said they doubt- 
ed the Bank of Israel would 
ease up on its monetary 
stance, a view backed by 
recent remarks from central 
bank officials. 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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NctvYork 
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Peanuts 



CMON, ILL SHOU) 
you.. MV HAND 
15 KILLING ME 
FROM ALL THAT 
AUTOGRAPHING 




SURE! I HAVE TO 
autograph all 
THIS STUFF. SEE? 
ARE TO A G00U 
SPELLER? .. 

V 



yesterday somebody 

WANTED A “JOE 
SHLABOTNIK'OR / r can 
SOMETHING. . 6 IVE/J spell 
ME A BREAK i /5HLABOTNIK 


Andy Capp 



O* 


t Hr." W'.N 

l«vl M»! .Mu- AlniNINIl l-NHIMNAJ 
lt.« » SrrAor u| inc 



TAKE NO NOTICE. I READ 
SOMEWHBie THATAU96 
N U7VE ALWAYS KELS^I 
M DEBT TO THE ONE 
SHELVES V 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


I CAN SEE MV 
i REFLECTION !N 
UNCLE JEFF'S 1 
BALD HEAD/ 




JEFF WILL YOU MOVE? 

I THE REFLECTION OFF) 
H YOUR BALD HEAD 
SHINES RIGHT 
INMYEYEI/I 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY, 

JANUARY 26, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) A change in atti- 
tude today can be helpful 
when dealing with others. 
Be more thoughtful of 
older friends and thereby 
avoid any difficulty. Make 
sure your care is running 
smoothly if you go out 
tonight with your male. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you seek out 
new sources today, you 
can get some fine finan- 
cial advice. Ride yourself 
of old-fashioned ideas and 
practices which don’t 
apply anymore. Be under- 
standing to the desires of 
your mate and show muchJ 

nmrwiatinn ® 


appreciation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Your good 
friends, as always, can be 
quite supportive and pull 
you out of that '‘blue 
funk” you’ve been in, so 
seek out their advice. 
Avoid a fellow associate 
who tries to put down 
your ideas and make you 
feel small. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Let 
people see the logical side 
of your mind today, and 
you can be quite impres- 
sive through your actions. 
Mare affection and 
thoughtfulness towards 
your mate is important to 
him or her later this 
evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Give up on a past 
close friend who always 
depresses you, and today 
welcome a new one wto^. 
can help you as much a“ 
you help him or her 
Attend to your financial 
affairs later this evening 
so that there will be fends 
available. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Settle a 
difference between your- 
self and a family tie who 
can introduce you to some 
important people who can 
be beneficial to your 
career activities. You may 
have some added expens- 
es later this evening, so 
tend to your credit 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Stay away 
today from boring people 
and routines. Be alert for 
new opportunities and 
ideas which can be bene- 
ficial to your success. 
Plan a trip which will 
broaden your horizons 
and get you out of a jam. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Ma)( 
sure you keep any promis- 
es you’ve made today 
even though this may 
temporarily weaken your 
bank account Be sure that 
your advisor is giving you 
good advice, so that there 
won’t be any mistake 
made. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Settle the source 
of a long-standing con- 
cern today, and you can 
better deal with present 
situations. Listen to the 
advice of a fellow associ- 
ate who you know has 
good judgement in any 
business related activities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January’ 20) 
Don’t relay today so 
much on outsiders when 
your intuition is working 
so well. Stop being such f-, 
hypochondriac, and use 
your mind to convince 
your body that it is well 
and you are in tip-top con- 
dition physically. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) A little 
more enthusiasm in your 
regular duties today can 
bring you better results if 
you ^ keep an eye out. 
Don't go off on any tan- 
gents which aren't benefi- 
cial. Visit some acquain- 
tances and old friends 
later this evening. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Give all atten- 
tion to the home scene 
today, and get everything 
you've been neglecting in 
order. If you entertain 
later this evening, you can 
make an excellent impres- 
sion on guests by maki^ 
them feel more comfort- 
able. 


Birthstone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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Business & Finance 

Arab Bank announces $60m 
investment venture in Egypt 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 26, 1997 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The Arab Bank and 
other regional private 
investors nave created a 
joint venture with a cap- 
ital of $60 million to 
invest in Egypt and 
more firms could be 
established, owners said 
Saturday. 

The Arab Bank, one of 
the biggest financial 
institutions in the Mid- 
dle East, controls 10 per 
cent of the Arab Invest- 
ment Company (ABIC)- 
Egypt, while five per 


cent is owned by the 
Egyptian financial 
group Hermis and the 
rest by indvidiual 
investors. Arab Bank 
manager in Abu Dhabi, 
Naim Khoshahi, said. 

He said more than SO 
per cent of the capital of 
200 million Egyptian 
pounds had been 
secured while the rest 
would come from Gulf 
investors. 

“The creation of this 
company came after 
indications showed that 


the Egyptian economy 
will continue to record 
high growth rates and 
large investment oppor- 
tunities will emerge” he 
said. 

He said the Arab 
Bank, owned by a group 
of Palestinian business- 
men, was planning to 
set up similar ventures 
in Morocco, Tunisia, 
Jordan and the 
autonomous Palestinian 
areas. He gave no other 
details. 


UAE pursues plans for Mideast’s first free storage zone 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is pursuing plans to 
set up the Middle East’s first 
free storage zone which offi- 
cials expect to attract bil- 
lions of dollars in invest- 
ment and help support the 
economy. 

Subscribers from the UAE 
and other countries will be 
invited this year to con- 
tribute to the proposed capi- 
tal of S3 billion that will turn 
an island off Abu Dhabi into 
a key international ware- 
housing centre. 

"Subscription is expected 
to start in July or August, it 
will be open to the public 
inside the UAE and outside 



Dabbas: Prices of petroleum 
products will not be raised 

** ENERGY AND Mineral Resources Minister 
Hashem Dabbas has reaffirmed that there is no 
intention at all to raise prices of petroleum products 
to compensate the difference in the oil bill that Jor- 
dan has to pay to Baghdad after raising the price of 
an' oil barrel from $IS to $19 within the oil cooper- 
ation agreement signed with Iraq recently. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Dabbas, the additional cost of $/5 million 
due to the increase in price will be covered and 
compensated by better and more efficient system in 
collecting government dues and by further reduction 
in seneral expenditure envisaged in the 1 997 budget 
(AlAswaq). 

Jordan National Bank 
absorbs Business Bank 

** A JOINT meeting of the general assemblies of 
the Jordan National Bank and the Business Bank 
approved a: an extraordinary session held at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry the merger of the two 
entities in the first such a deal in Jordan between 
two financi ally-sound institutions. The new entity 
will retain the name. The Jordan National Bank and 
will have a new- JD42 million capital which was 
.redistributed among the shareholders in a way that 
|- the former shareholders of the Business Bank got 
JD6 million in the eauity of the new entity with the 
remaining JD36 million taken by the shareholders 
of the Jordan National Bank before the merger. 

The assets of the new entity rose to JD630 million 
while the liabilities increased to JD562.2 million. 
The shareholders equity stood at JD67.8 million. 
The joint general assembly meeting authorised the 
distribution of dividends at a rate of 1 8 per cent to 
the shareholders of the Jordan National Bank before 
the merger. 

The following were elected unopposed to the new 
board of directors for four years: Rajai Muasher, 
Nadim Muasher, Abdul Rahman Touqan, Wasef 
Azez, the Kuwaiti Investment Company, the Arab 
Insurance Company, Rajai Muasher and Bros Com- 
pany, Mohammad Tash, Rajai Sukkar, the Muasher 
Investment Company, Mahmoud Malhas, Michel 
Saliba and the Social Security Corporation. 
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bought the kind without voweis 
because it's cheaper.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amnld and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
ona tenor io each square, to term 
tour ordinary words. 
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A 5>UCC£55FUl- 
photographer 
KNOWS HOW TO 
VO THIS. 

Now arrange the circled tellers to 
farm tho surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by i he above cartoon. 


Print answer here - fill X~] HIS f T X X3 

(Answers Monday] 


jumbles: FUZZY AFOOT BALLET LARYNX 
Answer; Gazing inio a crysial ball mads her mis - 
A FORTUNE 


Israel, 

Jordan 

and PNA 

jointly 

advertise 

in U.S. for 

tourists 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— Tourist ministers from 
Israel, Jordan and the 
newly-established Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) placed a joint 
advertisement in U.S. 
newspapers Friday urging 
Americans to visit their 
region. 

The slogan of the ad was 
•*Peace: It's a beautiful 
sight to see.” 

"Peace” was written in 
English. Arabic and 
Hebrew. 

The practically full page 
spread was published in 
the Washington Post, the 
Chicago Tribune and the 
Los Angeles Times just 
one week after an agree- 
rnent .was reached 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians on the future 
of Hebron. 

“Children are playing in 
the parks of Jerusalem. 
There’s a new spirit in rhe 
streets of Bethlehem. You 
can see ‘welcome to Jor- 
dan’ wreathed in the 
smiles of every shopkeep- 
er in Amman,” the 
advertisement reads. 

“Today Israelis. Jordani- 
ans and Palestinians open 
their arms, and their 
hearts, to extend a warm 
invitation to the American 
people to come visit our 
lands which have given 
birth to so much faith and 
so much history” added 
the text. 

The tourism ministers of 
the region also promised 
Americans who go to the 
region a “beautiful and 
extraordinary experi- 
ence.” 


Egypt to 
let private* 
firms run i 
payphones 

CAIRO (R) — The 
Egyptian state telephone 
company has said it 
planned to let the private 
sector into the telephone 
business through 

licences to install and 
operate public pay- 
phones. 

The announcement, in 
the form of an invitation 
for pre-qualification to 
tender, showed the first 
chink in the armour of 
the state’s complete 
monopoly of telecom- 
munications. 

The ■ state company, 
Arenttf (National Tele- 
communications Organi- 
sation). said it intended 
to award two licences to 
private companies for 
the payphones project. 

The a uthorit ative mag- 
azine. MEED .said' this" 
month, that global Oueu 
a joint venture betWden. 
France Telecom, 

Deutsche Telekom and 
Sprint of the United 
States, was teaming up 
with state-owned 

National Bank of Egypt 
to provide phone ser- 
vices, starting with pay- 
phones and phone cards. 

Egypt lags years 
behind most of the world 
in public payphones. 
Most of them use coins 
and have a limited range. 

Private Telecommuni- 
cations Company had 
hoped that Egypt would 
open up to the private 
sector through its GSM 
mobile telephone net- 
work, which started 
operating in November. 
But the network remains 
firmly in state hands. 


it.” a UAE official said. 

“ Banks and companies in 
the UAE will be asked to 
subscribe and to promote 
the zone abroad. Some of 
them will also act as chan- 
nels for subscription.” 

The UAE, a key Gulf 
OPEC oil producer, 
approved plans last year to 
establish the zone that will 
include warehousing for oil, 
food, precious metals and 
other commodities to be 
srored on Saadiyat island, 
where installations by some 
local companies have been 
removed to pave the way for 
the zone. 

Commodities stored on 
the island will be exported 
to the local and external 
markets ar cheaper prices 
and officials said they 
expected this to attract laige 
investment to the UAE and 
other Gulf states. 

Announcing the project 
last year, the zone’s chair- 
man, Hazza Ben Zayed AJ 


Nahayan said it would sup- 
port the domestic economy 
and benefit banks and insur- 
ance companies as well as 
the housing sector in the 
emirates. 

The zone, the first of its 
kind in the Middle East, will 
have a capacity to store 67 
basic commodities includ- 
ing oil, grain, gold, dia- 
mond, and other precious 
metals, copper and food- 
stuffs. It will also have trad- 
ing floors. 

According to the econom- 
ic weekly Emirates Today, 
legal procedures for the cre- 
ation of the company to run 
the zone have been nearly 
completed. 

“Officials expect a rush in 
local and international sub- 
scription given the impor- 
tance and the feasibility of 
the project After subscrip- 
tion is closed, world compa- 
nies will immediately be 
invited to bid for the pro- 
ject,” it said 


The UAE already has the 
biggest free zone in the Gulf 
but the zone in Dubai 
includes mainly industrial 
and marketing units from 
Asia and other countries 
with investment of around 
S3 billion. 

Officials said the Saadiyat 
zone was pan of a drive by 
the UAE to attract capital in 
reforms aimed at cushioning 
the impact of volatile oil 
export earnings, which 
account for more than two 
thirds of its total income. 

They said the project was 
highly feasible as it is locat- 
ed in the heart of a vast mar- 
ket of more than one billion 
consumers and demand for 
those commodities has 
remained strong in the 
region. 

The project will also 
encourage arms suppliers to 
invest in the UAE under its 
offset programme which 
requires weapoas exporters 
to reinvest in civilian pro- 


jects that should produce up 
to 60 per cent of the L ins 
deal's value. 

The UAE has alii illy 
attracted neark 950 mi.. ion 
dirhams (S25S.S inillii:; * in 
offset projects and tin.* 
investments arc set to rge 
in the next years as it intends 
to spend up to $7 billion on 
arms purchases. 

'The offset programme is 
greatly interested in his 
zone, which aims to an. act 
foreign capital." offset chief 
Amin Badniddin said. 

"The zone will create ■ c\- 
eral opportunities for the 
offset programme. v\. :h 
could also contribute to ■■ru- 
moring it around the woiid." 

Saadiyat is located m me 
six kilometres cast of \hu 
phubi and has an area of 35 
square kilometres. 

Officials said ihc> i ere 
considering building a 
causeway to link (he /on .* to 
Abu Dhabi cilv. 


7VM3V3JSJST 37* X NANCXAL 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMCISAKl 
TELEPHONE: 601171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 25/01/1997 



PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY '5 RAKE 

P / S 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS- 

NO- or 

SKAHF..-. 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHTUGE 
PRICE 

261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.0 

1.37 

7 

220 

56395 

256.25 

256.25 


1.210 

.880 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

76.2 

0.00 

9 

3200 

3704 

1.16 

1.16 


5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.6 

2.93 

10 

3127 

14693 

4.68 

4.71 

. 13* 

2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT HANK 

19.5 

0.00 

3 

561 

1508 

2.69 

2.69 


1.090 

.880 

JOR- GOLF BANK 

5.7 

7.37 

1 

150 

143 

.97 

.95 

. M? ■ 

4.180 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.2 

0.00 

4 

BOO 

3020 

3.76 

3.78 


+ 3.120 

1.720 

BEIT. AL-MAL (BEITMA) 

1.0 

a. 98 

4 

500 

826 

1.72 

1.67 

..i- 

1.450 

1.000 

PH I LABEL. INV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

650 

1.28 

1.30 

■ 1# 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX r 195.39 *CHC: 

*0.05 

40 

9069 

80977 




2.830 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

5.4 

10.36 

3 

300 

579 

1.94 

1.93 

.01- 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 120.51 *CHG: 

-0.05 

3 

300 

579 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.3 

7.36 

4 

2700 

4401 

1.63 

1.63 


1 . 560 

1.280 

IRS ID ELECTRICITY 

9.4 

6.99 

1 

so 

72 

1.43 

1.43 


6.9L50 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

,11.1 

5.56 

1 

500 

3150 

6.30 

6.30 


. 5.600 

4.200 

ARAB IKTL. HOTELS 

17.8 

2.85 

1 

IOC 

450 

4.40 

4.50 

. 10+ 

1.620 

1.030 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

9 

3350 

4050 

1.21 

1.20 

. ’1- 

1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE I.W. 

19.5 

4.24 

3 

900 

792 

.91 

■ 88 

. 3- 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB 1NTL.XNV.ZDUC. 

14.0 

5.53 

1 

1250 

4430 

3.55 

3.55 


2.250 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.1 

4.74 

7 

2250 

4762 

2.13 

2.11 

.02- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111. 

76 ZCHG: 

►0.36 

27 

11100 

22114 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.2 

2.99 

7 

2033 

6808 

3.40 

3.35 

.05- 

3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

36. 6 

0.00 

10 

39300 

133608 

3.33 

3.40 

.07* 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.7 

3.41 

4 

1170 

6865 

5.90 

5.eb 

.04- 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

10.1 

8.04 

9 

1190 

11836 

9.98 

9.95 

.03- 

7.300 

6.250 

JORDAN TANNING 

6.7 

5.76 

• 

2b5 

1656 

6.25 

6.25 


7.950 

b. 420 

JOR- WORSTED HILLS 

8.9 

3.60 

1 

1000 

6950 

6.95 

6.95 


4. 5B0 

3.040 

ARAB FHARM- MANF. 

20.0 

5.49 

17 

441b 

16105 

3.72 

3.64 

--B- 

7.350 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.1 

4.17 

6 

1500 

7200 

4 . 88 

0.80 

. -F- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK n POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

1C 

9750 

6045 

.62 



- ■ I'^020 

: .540 

NATIONAL XNDS. 

9.9 

8.96 

6 

4000 

2680 

.67 

.67 


- . 1.540 

- .930 

'intermed.p6tro.chem. - 


0.00 

12 

3500 

3825 

1.13 

l.JO 

- 4 - 

3” 250 ■ 

2.280 

- UNXV . djtEM- IKDS. 

67.4 

0.00 

4 

500 

1275 

2.64 

2.55 

-• ■ 

■ 1.670- 

1.080 

ARAB PHAHM.CHEH. 

27.0 

. 0.00 

' 8 

1200 

1736 

1.47 

1.44 

.<• •- 

1.360 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.3 

0.00 

8 

3250 

3053 

.95 

.33 


3.*:4C 

.930 

UNION CM- & VZG. 

25.6 

0.00 

3 

6150 

6396 

1.04 

1.04 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.87 *CHG: 

-0-43 

110 

79304 

216267 




GRAND TOTAL ' 

INDEX: 153. 82 ZC3G: 

-0.12 

180 

99773 

319937 
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-BOO 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 

0.00 

11 

J35--0 

7184 

.54 

.54 


.890 

.700 

UNION ISV. 50* 

69.8 

0.00 

2 

1250 

278 

.72 

.73 
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■ 65 


.820 
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1 
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.950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 
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10 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. - 


Outstanding designs. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. .second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Bahia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Atxjo un Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profetriona! QuaBtyj in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colow film at 
our ibop and geC- 

• JUMBO phmtm 



m jr mm enlarf#- 


S htnriaan i - 

Bank. Phone: 
Swefich id-' 823891 


CROWn HOTEL 


. INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

■ SAUNA, JACUZZI &' 
MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS ROOM 

■ TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 
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FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


III : 699369 

I AX : 704414 



JdfOwtc 4a | 

feppanyal i j 
Sashimi \ 

l 

Sushi 



ftr details please call 

Tel 
IF ax, 


lTei • nm 



TO RDUERTiSE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 -.670141/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

Jbe feel tahao Jasx • 

Qourmet plZZfl , 

U/c use 0>e\j6y best 
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ibe tote Term By The IUb L*nmx 

AlahHa - Abels 
Supantore 
Tel. 688 471 ExL 32 
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MELBOURNE <R)| — 
Sixteen-year-old Martina 
Hingis became the youngest 
Grand Slam champion in 
tennis history on Saturday, 
humbling France’s Mary 
Pierce with a breathtaking 
all-round performance in the 
final of the Australian Open. 

The Swiss prodigy took 
only 59 minutes to seal a 6- 
2 6-2 victory, launching 
women’s tennis into a new 
era and leaving former 
champion Pierce shaking 
her head in awe. 

However hard she tried, 
the Frenchwoman had no 
answer to Hingis’s deep 
sen es. She was run off her 
feet by the teenager's inch- 
perfect returns. 

Yet Hineis. who first 
picked up a tennis racket at 
the age of two. seemed 
unimpressed by her place in 
Grand Slam history. 

"It’s just another record 
for me. I’ve made so many 
records already.” she told 
reporters. 

The victory will take 
Hingis into second place in 
the world rankings behind 
Steffi Graf and the new 
champion predicted she 
would soon dethrone 
Germany \ queen of tennis. 

“Why not? Only an injury 


could hold me away from 
that right now.” she said. 

Hingis raised her arms in 
triumph, saluting the stand- 
ing ovation from the 
Melbourne Park crowd 
before running across the 
court to embrace her mother 
and coach. Melanie. 

The former Czechoslovak 
champion, weeping tears of 
joy, had clambered down 
from the stands to share in 
her daughter’s remarkable 
triumph. 

At 16 years and three 
months. Hingis becomes the 
youngest singles champion 
-at a major championship - 
since long-skirted 1 15-year- 
old amateur Lottie Dod won 
Wimbledon in 1SS7 — 
before Grand Slams were 
invented. 

Hingis had already 
claimed the honour of 
youngest Grand Slam cham- 
pion in any discipline by 
winning the women's dou- 
bles at Wimbledon last year. 
She became Melbourne's 
youngest champion by win- 
ning the women's doubles 
title here on Friday. 

The Czechoslovak-born 
world number four started 
the mutch as hot favourite 
after cruising through the 
woman’s draw in 



Mary Pierce of France shows her frustration during 
her final match against Martina Hingis of Switzerland 
at the Australian Open (Reuters photo) 



Martina Hingis hugs her mother Melanie after winning 
the Australian Open (Reuters photo) 


Melbourne. The only ques- 
tion had been whether she 
might be hit by nerves in her 
first Grand Slum singles 
final. 

The only sign of any 
nerves came after she 
accepted the winner's tro- 
phy and a cheque for 
$423,000. 

Her voice quavering. 
Hingis joked: "Next time 
I’ll have to play mixed dou- 
bles. so maybe I can win 
that loo.” 

Graf’s shock fourth-round 
exit coupled with the 
absence of Monica Seles 
provided Hingis with an 
opening. although on 
Saturday's performance she 
could have beaten anyone. 

Hingis did not drop a set in 
the tournament but saved 
her best for last, rocking 
Pierce’s confidence by run- 
ning down every shot and 
punishing anything short. 

“It's astonishing that 
someone so young can play 
so well, with such strength.” 
said Pierce. 

The writing was on the 
wall from game one. 

Hingis started tentatively 
and saved three break points 
in the opening service game. 
That was the last chance 
Pierce had. 


The effervescent teenager 
stepped up a gear, dropping 
only two of the next IS 
points to race to a 5-0 lead in 
16 minutes. 

“It was almost scary 
because 1 was 5-0 in my first 
Grand Slam final.’’ she' said. 
“It was just going so easy.” 

Pierce. 22, was clearly a 
broken woman. Although 
she managed to hold her 
third service game and 
broke Hingis for 5-2. she 
faltered again in the eighth 
game, as Hingis forced" her 
rival into errors and then 
took the set with a forehand 
smash. 

The Canadian-born Pierce 
held on early in the second 
set. but began to shake her 
head in despair as she 
speared forehand after fore- 
hand into the net. 

She was broken in the 
sixth game, double-faulting 
under the pressure and hit- 
ung a cheeky drop shot into 
the net to fall 4-2 behind. 

Hingis served next and 
took a 5-2 lead without 
dropping a point before 
striding back to receive 
Pierce’s serve. 

Double fault, double fault, 
a Hingis backhand winner 
and a forehand winner. 
History was made. 


Woodies win record 8th doubles title * 


MELBOURNE ( AP) — Australians Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodforde won a record eighth Grand Slam men s 
doubles title Saturday, beating Sebastien Lareau and Alex 
O'Brien 4-6, 7-5, 7-5. 6-3 in the final of the Australian 
Open. 

Although Woodforde lost his serve four times, the 
■’Woodies” broke Lareau six times in the three-hour match. 

They now have won the Australian title twice, four con- 
secutive Wimbledons and two U.S. Opens. 

“It was a really big deal for us,” Woodforde said of break- 
ing the record held by John McEnroe and Peter Fleming. 


But even if they win it this year, he said, it would not be 
considered a real grand slam sweep since not all four victo- 
ries would be in the same year. 

Woodforde said that “no teams have been close to a 
sweep in one year, “and I’d rather not think about it all. It s 

another pressure we can do without. 

In the final, Woodforde had trouble getting his first serve 
in, getting 53 percent for the match and giving Lareau and 
O’Brien a chance to pounce on second serves. 

“They’re probably the best returning team, maybe apart 
from ourselves. If you miss a first serve, the second one is 


mg me rccora neia oy Jonn mccnroc ana reier risiuuig. ~ , . , , „ . t _ _,l* 

That pair had won seven men’s doubles titles at Grand Sl a m. — sh oveff down your throat hard, rarly, 

c; — in iQAft . tnnph vollevs the whole time. Woodbndge said. _ 


tournaments since tennis’ open era began in 1968. 

The Woodies also have won the last three Grand Slam 
tournaments in a row — Wimbledon and the U.S. Open last 
year and now the Australian. 

The French Open is the one they never have won. 

“Tbe French is one we want,” Woodbridge said. 


touah volleys the whole time. Woodbndge said. 

The victory was worth $196,000 for the Woodies, who 
won 12 titles in 13 finals last year. Their titles included an 
Olympic gold medal. . 

Lareau, a Canadian, and O Bnen, an American, shared 
$98,000. 


Moya takes aim at Sampras 


Martina Hingis (R) of Switzerland laughs with France’s Mary Pierce during the Australian Open trophy presen- 
tation after their final match. Sixteen-year-old Hingis beat Pierce 6-2 6-2 to become the youngest player to win a 
professional grand slam title (Reuters photo) 

Australian Open 

Hingis rewrites history 


MELBOURNE (R) — First he stayed 
Boris Becker, then he took his giant- 
: killing sword to Michael Chang. 

On Sunday, in the men’s final of the 
* Australian Open, Spain’s Carlos Moya 
*can become a giant in his own right 
J and the owner of a prestigious Grand 
^Slam title. 

But he has one more Goliath to 
P slaughter — World No. 1 Pete 
Sampras. 

If the 20-year-old Moya has provid- 
ed the surprises in the men’s draw in 
Melbourne — he beat defending 
champion Becker in the first round 
and World No. 2 Chang in the semifi- 
nals — Sampras has provided an ele- 
ment of certainty over the past two 
weeks. 

Although he has twice been taken to 
five sets, once by a 19-year-old 
Slovakian on his Grand Slam debut, 
Sampras will head into the final in 


confident mood after demolishing 
Austrian hard man Thomas Muster in 
Friday’s semifinal. 

Some tennis experts say the only 
chink in the Sampras armour is his sta- 
mina, so Moya’s best chance may lie 
with the weather. If Melbourne's sum- 
mer heat wave returns, the 25-year-old 
Sampras could start to wilt. 

Moya, who will rocket from 25th in 
the rankings into the top 10 whatever 
happens, has a simpler strategy: blind 
confidence. 

He wants to forget that he is in his 
first Grand Slam final against a man 
with eight Grand Slam crowns, that his 
career earnings could be doubled in a 
single match. 

“I flunk one of the keys is that I don’t 
think about ‘this is a Grand Slam' and 
the money that I can get if I can beat 
him” said Moya, whose rock star 
good looks have made him the heart- 


throb of the tournament. 

“He’s number one but 1 beat number fi 
two and number six — I'm not going 
on to the court as a loser.” 

Moya was a loser the last time he 
played Sampras, in an exhibition tie- 
break at a tennis clinic in his home 
town of Barcelona three years ago. 

“He’s come a long way since then.” 
Sampras said on Friday. 

‘To beat Michael (Chang) in straight 
sets is not so easy to do... On an out- 
door court like this, he is one of the 
best players in the world.” 

But the big difference between the 
two men is clear: in his Nth Grand 
Slam final. Sampras has experience on 
his side. 

“I have been in the situation before. 

I know what to do to come out ahead.’’ 
he said. 


Remarkable Graf 
rises above scandal 


.H:. 


BONN (R) — Steffi Graf 
should have easily won 
Germany’s female sports 
personality-of-the-year 
award in 1995 and 1996. 

The way the World No. 1 
was able- to put aside her 
much-publicised, problems 
' off the court and win Grand 
Slam after Grand Slam was 
one of the most remarkable 
performances in sport in 
recent years. 

Yet the German media 
chose instead to put the ten- 
nis millionaire behind a 
downhill skier and shot-put- 
ter in last year's vote and 
behind a swimmer in 1995. 

The decision said more 
about the player’s poor rela- 
tions with journalists than 
her sporting feats, but even 
her detractors admit her 
form in the last 18 months 
has been extraordinary. 

Since May 23 1995 when 
tax authorities raided her 
family homes. Graf has 
lived every day with huge 
emodonal stress. 

Father Peter, the most 
influential figure in her life, 
sat in prison for 15 months 
while German authorities 
investigated allegations he 
had dodged 511.5 million in 
tax on his daughter's earn- 
ings. 

Stories about her father's 
problems with alcohol and 
tablets and his management 
of her money were spread 
across the newspapers virtu- . 
ally every day and Graf duly 
lost one of the most impor- 
tant and prestigious spon- 
sorship deals in German 
sport. 

Yet within weeks of the 
1995 raids Graf won the 
French Open and 
Wimbledon. One month 
after her father was arrested 
and jailed in August 1995 
with no chance of bail she 
triumphed at the U.S. Open. 

1996 was ever more star- 
tling. While Peter Graf, a 
Former second-hand car 
salesman, sat in prison, the 
Graf forehand continued to 
dominate the game, the tim- 


ing as perfect as ever as she 
won Wimbledon and the 
French and U.S. Opens for 
the second consecutive year. 

It was only last weekend 
— just a few days before the 
verdict is delivered- ib' Ae 
tax trial on Friday — that 
the longest match-winning 
run in professional Grand 
Slam history ended with a 
fourth round defeat at the 
Australian Open. 

“I can’t think of anybody 
who is having a more diffi- 
cult time,” said Austrian 
Judith Wiesner after losing a 
U.S. Open quarter-final to 
Graf on the eve of the start 
of her father’s trial in 
Mannheim last September. 

“1 don't know what she is 
thinking but sometimes I am 
amazed how anybody can 
shrug off all that stuff and 
just go out and play that 
well.” 

It was not all as easy as it 
looked. There were times 
when the 27-year-old 
cracked. 

When questions about her 
father were fired at her at 
the 1995 U.S. Open, Graf 
left the winner’s press con- 
ference in tears. She strug- 
gled to get through many of 
the rare interviews she gave 
during the scandal without 
breaking down. 

Graf admitted that at times 
she felt like pulling out of 
tournaments because of the 
trial. But .the victories were 
even more satisfying under 
the duress. 

Graf called 1995 the most 
satisfying year of her career. 
She rated 1996 even higher. 

“Obviously I had a lot of 
injuries and problems last 
year,” Graf said at the 1996 
U.S. Open. “But 1 think this 
year probably was the limit i 
I could go to.” I 

Graf has not always had 
this ability to shut out pres- 
sures from outside the 
game. 

In 1990 when the German 
papers were full of stories 
about a scandal involving 
her father and a 22-year-old 
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German tennis star Steffi Graf arrives at Tokyo's 
Narita mr^rt early January 25. A German court 
sentenced Steffi Graf’s father Peter to three years 
and nine months in jail for evading tax on her earn- 
ing, but said investigations against the player should 
be dropped. Steffi is due to play in a tournament in 
Tokyo this week (Reuters photo) 


nude model, Graf’s form 
suffered. 

In 1993 she admitted that 
the stabbing of Monica- 
Seles in Hamburg bv~a 
fanat ical Gr af fan had* put 
her under pressure. 

But this time she showed 
maturity beyond her years. 

Some cynics have joked 
she had to keep playing 
because she needed the 
money, but Graf has barely 
known anything except ten- 
nis since she began baSer- 


ing a ball against a wall at 

home at the age of four. 

“It’s still a pleasure to play 
and that’s why I am still in 
the sport, because it means 
so much to me,” she said. 

It is true that most German 
journalists have had diffi- 
culties dealing with the Graf 
clan for many years. 

But after voting her 
sportswoman of the year 
during her rise to the top in 
the 1980s. they tailed_iq_ 
recognise her finest hour. 
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CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA “1” 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


Steve Martin in 

SGT. BILKO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA “2" A 

A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone ... in 

Daylight 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 „ 




TEL: 699238 CINEMA 1 I ~L: 6771 C 0 

PLflZR X EON CORD ' NabH & Hisham ’ s Theatre 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz... in 

The Gentleman 

(Arabic) 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 




CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Sch warzenegger. ..in 

■ ERASER 

8 *0. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 


^^The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazln 


TEL 625155 




Ramadan specials 
by Nabil & Hisham 

starting Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 

For reservations please call 
640155, 625155 


f- 





*9, Sunday, j an 


u *ry -v 
' 6 .i« 


doubles tjfl 

ihcWMiMt Jhr, v r . i: ,, 

jfMrid ^lani Mi tV| ."‘ s,:ii1 it n 

m ttv mh»c w-.ir !1 m, iN ,,|| M 1 

saul ilt.ii 1 nii lt . . "'V 

wa*. ’‘.iml |-j i Kv ;i , 

*v Viitt vl.i n ,{*. ,k 1m > 

Wivhh.u.i.- i lth i 11 * 

pen f ni I.«t tin- .. ; :i v i„,, 

Si . ; ■ ■M l i l ,, llr v 

ttfwbiy (hi- Ivit 

it y'lm m.v. : „ 

>'*«! thm.il h.stvj di.- 

ihe wh\'W mil,- ■■ \\ (i .‘" ,l li.i’,,!?* 

WiV.tr M‘>r, ’ ’ 1 ,, ‘ '.iij" 

in 1 * liuaU l.i-.t : 

i uk'tLil ' ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ •■ii.-, „J' 

•tittili.ui. aiui o j 4lli . i( ^ 


Sanip 


fas 


llm'll ,l| lf; k . 


"He\ iiiiintv; 

• III 
. 1 

IttO .Hill 

Olt lit slu - , . m: ; . 

1 n,, 

Mo>.i s\ .i- , 


pk«>cJ N.iui}-, ... 

: l ' w '--I ;; 

t»iv\lk .It ,1 , 

' -’'I'lhii 

town i>! U.iu^-j. 

,:l ' w !),\ 

"Mo’v lOllv . 


. 


N«|iupi.>s ,.| ; 


"1»‘ Iv.if \|j.. i ... 



HV‘|N 1' lit*; \.i . * "'t 

*hn'r vi mu? !;!> . . Mri4 

heM ei » ■( ., ., _ ,, i ^ 

Hill (111- V- : . 

MB-. 

!«•' IlH'll ... * 

Skin I Isn.ii. s.i,.. .. . . 1 - 

k . , " 1 ’ ‘■'Miff 

hi*i silk- 

“I h.i\ i* Ih i. ’< ■, 

1 know \i kl.it . 

lie N.iui 


Jk 





.1 w 

i' 1 '!Z<* 

.r*< 

• ill' 1 


iuir tfi;- 1 

,’V 1'i.u tl*' 1 

suJliI 
hj«. hi!- ' 1 

'UafiiTC’ Hisham 

rn 




Ramadan isp^ 

by Nabd & H ,, 

starting - 1 -' 1 'p„. 

wed . T »“"; ' ' “leas*' 

■nr reservation 5 ^ 5 

640155. 6251 


Sports 


• : «. t . v-, ■ W-J-S! 


Hawks, Magic, Nets win 
in overtime 


ATLANTA (R) — Henry 
James had a career-high 26 
points, including S-of-10 
three-pointers, and Steve 
Smith got !3 of his 20 
points in overtime as the 
Hawks posted their 18th 
straight home win, 117-105 
over the Washington Bullets 
Friday. 

Dikembe Mutombo 
recorded his 21st double- 
double of the season with 
23 points and 14 rebounds 
for the Hawks, who 

ourscored the Bullets in the 
extra period 19-7, 

James was a perfect 5-of- 
5 from beyond the arc in the 
third quarter, tying team 
records for three-pointers in 
a period and in a game. His 
eighth three -point shot 

forced die overtime. 

“A hand was in his face, 
the defensive pressure was 
there,” Washington’s Juwon 
Howard said. “He jusr 
proved he was a pure shoot- 
er and when the game went 
into overtime, they definite- 
ly had the momentum. They 
just capitalised and won the 
ballgame.” 

Smith scored nine straight 
points for Atlanta, ignited 
by a slam dunk with 3:02 to 
go in OT. 

” “It was a situation where I 
got more aggressive,” 
Smith said. “I was looking 
for guys and then they were 
looking for me.” 

Smith’s 13 points in over- 
rime put him just one shy of 
the NBA record, set by 
Butch Carter on March 20, 
19S4. 

Atlanta is a perfect 8-0 
against Atlantic Division 
opponents and 4-0 in over- 
time affairs this season. 

Rod Strickland had a 
chance to win it at the 
buzzer in regulation but his 
spinning sho* attempt did 
not fall. 

In Charlotte, Glenn Rice 
scored 34 points — his fifth 
straight game with at least 
3$^ as the Hornets blew a 
2 Lpoint lead but came back 
to* defeat *the New York 
Knicks 113-104 in over- 
time. 

Rice’s three-pointer off a 
long rebound of a Vlade 
Divac miss sent the game 
into OT after the Knicks 
held the Hornets to just nine 
points in the fourth quarter. 

Dell Curry had 25 points 
and Divac 23 while ex- 
Knick Anthony Mason had 


17 points with 18 rebounds 
and six assists against his 
old team. 

Patrick Ewing had 26 
points and 14 rebounds and 
Allan Houston scored 24 
points for New York. Chris 
Childs had a triple double 
with 13 points, 12 assists 
and 10 rebounds. Larry 
Johnson, acquired in the 
deal that sent Mason to 
Charlotte, had 14 points, 
three rebounds and five 
assists. 

In Boston, former Celtic 
Brian Shaw hit a three - 
pointer with 28.8 seconds 
left in overtime and the 
Orlando Magic held on for a 
121-1 17 victory over the 
Celts. 

Anferaee Hardaway had 
28 points for the Magic, 
who posted their third 
straight win at Boston. Nick 
Anderson added 24 points 
and eight rebounds, while 
Rony Seikaly had 22 points 
and 15 boards. 

Rick Fox scored 28 points 
for Boston, as did rookie 
Antoine Walker, who set a 
career high. 

In Inglewood. California. 
Shaquille O’Neal scored 33 
points and rookie Travis 
Knight came off the bench 
to produce season highs 
with 16 points and 15 
rebounds as the Los 
Angeles Lakers topped the 
Golden State Warriors 1 14- 
97. 

Nick Van Exel had 19 
points and 12 assists and 
rookie reserve Kobe Bryant 
added 17 points for the 
Lakers, who moved into a 
tie for first place in the 
Pacific Division with idle 
Seattle. 

Lacrell Sprewell scored 27 
points, BJ. Armstrong 
added 20 and Joe Smith 
contributed 17 and 12 
rebounds for the Warriors. 

In Los Angeles, Loy 
Vaught scored 12 of his sea- 
son-high 31 points in the 
first q uarte ri e 
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Pistons trade Stacey Augmon 
to Blazers for three guards 


AUBURN HILLS, 

Michigan (R) — The 
Detroit Pistons unloaded 
forward Stacey Augmon 
Friday, sending him to the 
Portland Trail Blazers for 
guards Randolph Childress, 
Aaron McKie and Reggie 
Jordan. 

Augmon, who was 
acquired with Grant Long 
last July 15 from the Atlanta 
Hawks for four conditional 
draft picks, has not fit in 
with Iris new team this sea- 
son, averaging 4.5 points 
and 2.5 rebounds in just 20 
games. He has missed 12. 
games by coach's decision. 

The 28-year-old Augmon, 
who won a national champi- 
onship with the university 


of Nevada, at Las Vegas, 
was tHe ninth overall selec- 
ts>h in the 1991 draft by 
Atlanta; and played his first 
five seasons in the league 
with the Hawks. 

In 390 games, he aver- 
aged 13.7 -points and «4.5 
. rebounds,’ -while missing 
just 20 games — the same 
amount he has already 
missed this season — and 
building a reputation as a 
good defender. 

“Stacey gives us another 
versatile, young, athletic 
player on our roster,” said 
Portland president and gen- 
eral manager Bob WhitsitL 
“Stacey is a proven NBA 
player that can play two 
positions, and gives our ros- 
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North-South vulnerable. Bast 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A 10 9 5 
0985 
©AS 
*KQJ2 

TOST EAST 

*432 * K 

UA10S3 OQJ64 

©1092 O Q J 864 

+ B8S 4 A 105 
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*QJ876 
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©K7S 

Tha biddinGt 

EAST SOtTffl VBSft NORTH 

lo Pas* Pass DU 

1* Pass 2* 

4+ Pm Pass 

Pin 

Opening lead; Tfen of 0 

"Hauarkable hand, 1 ’ observed the 
n«Uer. “If the fin ease is right, 
t bsrea no need to take it." Thia vra* 
we deal that caused such a strange 
comment. 

Note South's conservative 
toponse to North's takeout *nnhl«i 
pnc« the double was in the bslane- 
portion, it eouid be made on as 


flaw as 10-11 points. When North 
confirmed a full-strength docbfe by 
raising to two spades, Booth wasted 
up timfl hi bjddn i C fl Am *- 

West led the ten. of diamonds, 
won in the closed hand with the 
king. Declarer tabled the queen of 
spades and, when West followed 
low, shot np with tbs ace from dum- 
my to fall the king. A suspicious 
East inched furt her back Crca a the 

■table. 

The rest was routine. Even 
though the ac* of hearts waa wrong, 
declarer lost only two hearts and a 
dub. Was picking off (he singlehNi 
king a ease of divine inspiration or 
oceflsnt eyesight? 

Actually, declarer simply exhibit - 1 
ed good technique. The only key 
cards were the king of spades and 
ace of hearts. Sinn West did not 
respond to partner’s opening bid, 
the defender could hold one of those 
cards, but not both. > 

If that enrd was the kingof 
spades, the ace of hearts was wim| 
t£e opining bidder, and declarer's I 
play would nave led to the low of a \ 
trick in each suit except di tmumd s. 
If West held the see of hearts, the 
only shot for the contract was to 
find East with a singleton king of 


ter even more depth and 
flexibility.” 

Childress was originally 
drafted by Detroit with the 
19th overall pick in 1995, 
but traded to Portland with 
Billy Curley on September 
20 for Otis Thorpe. 
Childress missed most of 
his rookie season after 
undergoing left shoulder 
surgery, but did appear in 28 
games, averaging three 
points per contest. He 
played in just 19 games this 
year, averaging 1J5 points. 

McKie, die 17th overall 
pick in 1994, averaged 4.2 
points, 2.3 rebounds and 2. 1 
assists in all 41 games this 
season for Portland. He 
averaged 10.7 points and 
3.8 boards in 80 games last 
season, and had the longest 
consecutive-games-piayed 
streak (121) on the Blazers. 

Jordan, who was signed as 
a free agent on August 30, 
has been on the injured list 
since December 27 with a 
non-displaced oblique frac- 
ture of the third metacarpal 
in his left hand. He wQJ be 
placed on Detroit's active 
roster, and might be avail- 
able right away. In nine 
games, be averaged - 12 
points and. 2.6 rebounds. 

To make room for the 
extra bodies, the Pistons 
placed guard Litterial Green 
on the injured Jtsi with’ a 
groin pull and, earlier tins 
week, placed long, on the 
list with a sprained right 
ankle. 
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Clippers held on for a 1 14- 
111 triumph over the 
Denver Nuggets. 

Vaught was 15-for-l8 
from the field and pulled 
down 10 rebounds after 
going scoreless in a 14- 
minute foul-plagued perfor- 
mance Thursday in an upset 
of the Seattle Supersonics. 

Charles Outlaw added a 
season-high IS points and 
Brent Barry tied a season 
best with 17 for the 
Clippers, who won on con- 
secutive nights for just the 
second time this season.- 
Bale "Ellis scored . 27 
points and Laphonso Ellis 
added 23 for Denver, which 
has lost 13 of its last 15 on 
the road. 

In Phoenix, Gary Trent 
matched career highs with 
24 points and 13 rebounds 
and Kenny Anderson added 
22 points and 15 assists, 
leading the Portland Trail 
Blazers to their fifth win in 
seven games, 115-105 over 
the suns. 

Reserve Rex Chapman 
scored 19 points and Kevin 
Johnson added IS points 
and 12 assists as the Suns 
lost their second straight 
home game following a 
five-game home winning 
streak. 

In San Antonio, 
Dominique Wilkins scored 
24 points and Vinny Del 
Negro had 21 as the spurs 
defeated the Dallas 
Mavericks 97-87. 

The Spurs won for just the 
second tiiqe m their last 10 
gamej ; but have taken four 
straight at home against the 
Mavs. , 

In Philadelphia, Mitch 
Ric&rirorid scored 33' points 
as the Sacramento Kings 
defeated the 76ers for the 
fifth straight time, 107-92. 

Richmond added eight 
assists and four steals. 
Corliss Williamson had 18 
points and Olden Polynice 

. added . 1 6 and . 1 4_rehounds 
, for Sacramento- " -j 
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Werner Franz of Austria gets some air on his way to take the second place in the classic World Cup downhill race on Streif slope. Fritz Strobl 
of Austria won the race in a time of 1:51,58 minutes ahead of his compatriotWerner Franz and Luc Alphand of France (Reuters photo) 

Strobl wins most demanding 
World Cup downhill 


KITZBUEHEL, Austria (R) — 
Austria’s -Fritz- Strobl justified his 
.faith in himself on Saturday by 
clinching his second World Cup vic- 
tory on the most demanding down- 
hill slope on the men’s circuit. 

“I gave myself one last chance 
this winter. My goal was to finish 
among the top 15. Now I have won 
two races and finished third once,” 
he said. 

“I have already achieved more 
than I aimed for. Now I can relax 
and just let things happen. I know 
now that if I manage a good run 
then the results come. 

“Unlike other Austrian skiers, I 
never dreamed of winning 
Kitzbuehel when I was a kid. It just 
seemed like such a faraway dream.” 
he added. “1 still haven’t digested 
the win yet.” 

Strobl was considered an up-and- 
coming downhill star in 1991 before 
badly injuring his left knee during a 
continental cup race in Canada. 

Although he managed to find his 


way back into the team, he never 
had good race-results. He came 
close rolfting kfeked out- the squad 
but secured a SupeT-G place in the 
World Cup after winning the disci- 
pline’s Europacup. 

Austrian coaches gave him a last 
chance at downhill this winter and 
he replied by winning the season’s 
opening race in Val d’Isere when he 
edged out compatriot Werner Franz 
by 0.02 seconds. 

On Saturday, Strobl performed a 
breathtaking ran on the dreaded 
3212-metre Streif Piste to win in 
one minute 51.58 seconds and beat 
Franz into second place again — 
though this time with a command- 
ing 027 seconds. 

Strobl eclipsed compatriot 
Guenther Mader’s course record 
from last year of 1:54.29 by almost 
three seconds, even though the piste 
was flagged with more gates this 
winter and was longer. 

“I never thought it would be pos- 
sible to clock a time in the 51s. But 


the piste was not so hard because of 
the mild temperatures which allows 
us to be more precise in, comers and 
therefore faster," Strobl said. 

“When a slope is like a blanket of 
ice then it is difficult to be precise in 
comers. The conditions were like in 
spring today and spring snow is 
always the fastest." 

Strobl is the only Austrian to have 
won downhills this winter and has 
therefore virtually guaranteed him- 
self a starting bib at the world 
championships in Sestriere, Italy, 
which begin on February 2. 

“A victory in Kitzbuehel is always 
worth more than medals, for the 
prize money alone,” he said. “But a 
medal in Sestriere wouldn’t be 
bad” 

Strobl. Frenchman Luc Alphand 
and Italian Kristian Ghedina are the 
only men’s world cup downhill win- 
ners this season. 

Alphand, who won Friday's two- 
run sprint downhill on a shortened 
version of the course on the 


Hahnenkamm Mountain, was 
pleased wirh third place in 1:52.20. 

“It was difficult for me to concen- 
trate this morning. I felt happy like 
a little child after my victory' yester- 
day and had difficulties sleeping." 
said 3 1 -year-old Alphand, who won 
the two Kitzbuehel downhills 
staged on the same day in 1995. 

Alphand took the lead from 
Switzerland’s Michael Von 
Gruenigen in the overall world cup 
standings on 637 points and also 
leads the downhill standings on 605 
points. 

“I’m happy to be leading in the 
standings but I will not do a third 
discipline because of thar. I’d rather 
be good in two disciplines than 
medium in many,” said Alphand, 
who races only downhill and Super- 
G. 

Men’s World Cup action contin- 
ues in Kitzbuehel on Sunday with a 
slalom and the combined event. 


NFL Super Bowl buildup: Really just a super grind 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
Enough, already. Can’t they 
just play ihe game? 

The Super Bowl buildup has 
become nothing more than a 
super bore. The players can 
hardly wait for Sunday. The 
reporters are running out of 
questions. The dearth of news 
coming out of this year’s 
championship game of the 
U.S. National Football League 
has forced a regurgitation of 
the same old stories — with a 
new twist here and there. 

Here’s an example: it was 
reported Thursday that Pete 
Carroll has been chosen to 
replace New England coach 
Bill Parnells. 

Hey, wait a minute, doesn't 
Parcells still have at least one 
more game to coach for the 
Patriots? Haven’t we been lis- 
tening to reports about 
Parcells’ future all week? 

Aren’t we all growing a little 
weary of this subject — and 
just about everything else 
associated with this Super 

Bowl? 

“I’ve answered the same 
question a hundred times," 
Green Bay tight end Mark 
'Chmura said Thursday, sitting 
wearily at table as he prepared 
for the players’ final news 
conference. 'Tm glad this is 
the last day for this. Now we 
can just concentrate on the 
game." 

Sports fan radio network 
reported that Carroll, San 


Francisco's defensive coordi- 
nator, will be named the patri- 
ots new coach when Parcells 
resigns after the Super Bowl. 
The Patriots denied the report, 
which was the latest incarna- 
tion of the ongoing saga con- 
cerning Parcells’ future. 

Here’s some other big news 
that developed Thursday: 
Geny Austin will be the Super 
Bowl referee. 

“There’s no news to write 
about, which is good for the 
players,” Chmura said. “But 
it’s also bad for us because we 
have to keep talking about 
what happened during the sea- 
son. What we want to think 
about is Sunday.’’ 

The Super Bowl is being 
played at the aptly named 
Superdome, but apparently 
the NFL players don’t think 
it’s such a super playing sur- 
face. The dome was rated the 
12th -worst playing surface out 
of the 30 in the NFL, accord- 
ing to a study released 
Thursday by the NFL players 

association. 

The best playing surface is 
houlihan’s stadium in Tampa, 
while Philadelphia’s rock- 


hard veterans stadium is 
ranked the worst. 

The St. Louis Rams used the 
Super Bowl forum to 
announce that new coach Dick 
Vermeil has fired Steve 
Ortmayer, the team’s vice 
president of football opera- 
tions. Of course, thin son of 
news meant little to the pack- 
ers and Patriots, who are start- 
ing to get a little antsy about 
their own business. 

“We can play the game in 
our minds and we can see the 
game in our dreams," Green 
Bay receiver Antonio 
Freeman said. “But we can’t 
play the game until Sunday." 

Some players are so anxious 
to get on the field that they're 
counting points instead of 
counting sheep. 

“I had a dream last night that 
I scored 10 touchdowns,” said 
Andre Rison of the packers. “I 
know it is not going to hap- 
pen, but 1 just had a dream." 

New England's Keith Byars 
has been dreaming about the 
Super Bowl since he was 2 
years old. 

“I’ve been playing in this 
Super Bowl game ever since 


the ‘60s, when I first picked 
up a football,” he said. “I’ve 
been playing in this Super 
Bowl since the ‘70s when I 
was a teen-ager. I’ve been 
playing since the ‘80s when I 
was a young adult and just 
starting my career. I've been 
playing even in the ‘90s as a 
seasoned veteran. 

‘Tve been playing this 
Super Bowl game many times 


throughout my life, and I've 
won every time. We’ve blown 
the other team out: we've 
been down and we’ve come 
back. Even when I’m dream- 
ing about it. we’ve been down 
a lot and it looked bleak, but 
the game never ended until I 
won. It’s not going to end 
Sunday until I win the football 
game." 

End? Hey. let’s just get i 
stoned. 


FOR RENT 

A furnished villa in a distinguished site in Shmeisani 
towards Birds Garden. Consisting of two floors, with a 
total area 600 sq.m., suitable lor diplomatic corps. All 
facilities are available: Central heating, telephone with two 1 
lines, garden and garages. 

Please call Tel.: 68848B or 729110 
Mr. Abu-lbrahim (Rent after checking). 


WANTED 

A YOUNG UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 

A foreign international company is looking to employ a 
young university graduate, age around 23 years, fluent in 
as many languages as possible, however, fluency in 
Arabic and English is a must. The successful candidate 
shall be trained by the company to become an 
international trader. Location shall be probably in Amman, 
but training shall take place abroad. 

Applicants shall send a curriculum vitae with a phone 
number to the following address: 

P.O.Box 815409, Amman 11180 


WANTED 

An International Company is seeking to appoint 
an Electrical Engineer with an extensive 
professional experience, preferably in 
installations, of not less than five years. English 
command is a must 

Qualified candidates are invited to send their 
CVs detailing experience, certificates, along with 
references and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, 
Amman-11196, Jordan. 
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Prince Bandar 
defends probe 
into bombing 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
day after unusual U.S. criti- 
cism of its key military ally, 
Saudi Arabia’s envoy to 
Washington on Friday 
defended his country's 
investigation into the bomb- 
ing of a military complex 
that killed 1*3 U.S. troops. 

In a statement released by 
the Saudi embassy. 
Ambassador Prince Bandar 
Ben Sultan underlined the 
strength and importance of 
U.S.-Saudi ties and said 
clove cooperation between 
officials from both countries 
would continue. 

The statement came a day 
after Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Director 
Louis Freeh criticised Saudi 
Arabia for frustrating U.S. 
efforts to determine respon- 
sibility for the June 25 
bombing in Dhahran. U.S. 
Attorney-General Janet 
Reno joined Mr. Freeh in 
complaining that Saudi 
Arabia had failed to turn 
over key information. 

Mr. Freeh’s remarks, pub- 
lished in Thursday’s 
Washington Post, was an 
unusually public criticism of 
a key military’ ally and , a 
turnabout in the Clinton 
administration's public posi- 
tion on Saudi Arabia's will- 
ingness to cooperate. 

However, newly appointed 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright side- 
stepped touchy questions at 
a news conference on Friday 
on the extent of Saudi 
.Arabia's cooperation. 


The New York Times 
reported on Saturday that 
Mr. Freeh's remarks sur- 
prised "just about every 
senior official in the Clinton 
administration.” 

The paper said top offi- 
cials at the White House, the 
Pentagon. the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
and the State Department 
were not forewarned of the 
remarks, did not approve 
them and, in fact, some 
would have advised against 
them. 

Mr. Ben Sultan did not 
refer specifically to Mr. 
Freeh's comments, but 
issued his statement "in 
response to press inquiries.” 

"We have always reached 
agreement on a broad and 
significant range of issues. 
Excellent working relations 
exist between officials of 
both countries at all levels. 
That close cooperation will 
continue.” he said. 

Mr. Ben Sultan underlined 
his country's responsibility 
for investigating crimes 
committed on its soil and 
said security questions "can- 
not be worked out through 
the media." 

The Times reported that 
Pentagon officials said they 
were annoyed they were not 
informed of Mr. Freeh’s dis- 
satisfaction with the investi- 
gation before General John 
Shalikashvili. the chairman 
of tire joint chiefs of staff, 
had a rare visit with King 
Fahd two weeks ago and did 
not press the issue. 


U.N. chief wins praise 
and promises but cash 
may be another story 


WASHINGTON lAP) — 
During his fence-mending 
visit here, new U.N. Chief 
Kofi Annan won praise 
from congressional sceptics 
and promises to help revi- 
talise the United Nations. 
Bui a hard battle lies ahead 
before praise turns into 
cash. 

Mr. Annan spent three 
days telling President 
Clinton and leaders of 
Congress that the United 
Nations is finally commit- 
ted to the sweeping reforms 
i hat the last three U.S. 
administrations have 

demanded. 

That was a message that 
conservative U.N. critics on 
Capitol Hill wanted to hear. 

*'l believe the .secretary- 
general brings a remarkable 
depth of experience and a 
refreshingly new attitude in 
working with the United 
States." House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich said. "We 
are deeply” committed lo a 
strong, effective, reformed 
U.N. system.” 

The soft-spoken. 58-year- 
old Ghanaian was elected 
secretary -general last 
month alter congressional 
opposition to Boutros 
Ghali prompted the Clinton 
administration to veto him 
for a second term. 

Mr. Annan's mission in 
Washington, which ended 
Friday, was to convince 
congressional leaders that 
he is a U.N. chief with 
whom they can work and to 
persuade them to pay the 
millions and millions of 
dollars the United States 
owes. 

Bv all accounts. Mr. 


Annan accomplished the 
first goal. That was a criti- 
cal step in restoring U.S. 
confidence in the United 
Nations after strained rela- 
tions under Mr. Ghali. 

The U.S. debt to the 
United Nations is caught up 
in a broad. ideological 
struggle between Congress 
and the While House over 
how much the United 
Slates should spend on 
international affairs when 
the nation faces no grave 
Liireai from abroad. 

Despite the goodwill, 
administration officials and 
starters of the House and 
Senate committees that deal 
with U.N. issues acknowl- 
edge that it remains uncer- 
tain whether Congress will 
increase payments to the 
United Nations at a time 
when fiscal restraint and 
balanced budget are the talk 
of Washington. 

.The United Nations and 
the U.S. government dis- 
agree on the size of the 
U.S. debt. The United 
Nations puts the figure at 
$1.3 billion, including dues 
to maintain the U.N. head- 
quarters in New York and 
operate peacekeeping mis- 
sions abroad. 

But Rep. Robert 
Livingston, chairman of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee, estimates the 
debt at about $825 million. 

According to congres- 
sional sources, the Clinton 
administration wants to 
increase spending on for- 
eign affairs — including the 
United Nations — by SI 
billion from Si 8.3 billion. 



CHECHENS PRAY: Elderly Chechen men pray near a destroyed building in Grozny after an election 
rally of commander Shamil Basayev. Presidential and parliamentary elections will be held in the break- 
away Russian region of Chechenya on Monday (see inside) (Reuters photo) 


Qatar 
hopes for 
deal with 
Bahrain 

DOHA (R) — A senior 
Qatari official expressed 
hope on Friday that Qatar 
and Bahrain would sign 
an agreement at the week- 
end "to end their war of 
words over a territorial 
dispute afrer Doha accept- 
ed an amendment pro- 
posed by Manama. 

“We have accepted 
Bahrain's amendment and 
now we hope the agree- 
ment will be signed at the 
end of this week in Saudi 
Arabia” the Foreign 
Ministry official told 
Reuters. 

The deal commits the 
two neighbours to halt 
their media war over 
potentially oil and gas- 
rich Gulf islands and reefs 
held by Bahrain since the 
1930s but also claimed by 
Qatar. 

Qatari officials stud 
Bahrain insisted that its 
acceptance of the deal 
must not be construed as 
an endorsement of Qatar’s 
action in taking the case 
to the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) in the 
Hague, an action which 
Manama opposes bitterly. 

Bahrain has demanded 
that a clause be added to 
the agreement clarifying 
that it will also not affect 
Manama's stand on the 
case at the ICJ. the offi- 
cials said. Manama insists 
on a regional solution. 

The deal has been bro- 
kered by a mediation 
committee of foreign 
ministers of Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Oman and the 
United .Arab Emirates set 
up last month by the Gulf 
Cooperation * Council 
(GCC). an economic and 
political alliance to which 
Bahrain and Qatar also 
belong. 

Thecommittee failed to 
corn ince the two states to 
coine to an agreement 
during iwo meetings in 
Riyadh earlier this month. 

Ties were further 
strained last month after 
Bahrain accused two 
Qataris of spying — 
which Doha denied — 
and boycotted a GCC 
summit in Qatar. Bahrain 
later pardoned the two 
Qataris. 


U.N. keeps flag over Kurd camp in Iraq 


GENEVA lR) — The United Nations 
refugee agency UNHCR said on Friday that 
it would not remove its flag over a troubled 
Turkish Kurd refugee camp in northern 
Iraq, saying it would remain as a symbol of 
protection for 15.000 Kurds there. 

The UNHCR this month left Atrush eanip 
— which Turkey' says is a base for guerril- 
las of the independence-seeking Kurdish 
Labour Party l PKK) — saying Kurdish 
rebels among the refugees were blocking its 
work. 

UNHCR pulled out of Atrush on Jan. 21. 
acknowledging the presence of PKK rebels 
in the ramp, to whom it refers as activists, 
after reprated calls from Turkey for the sep- 
aration of rebels from refugees and closure 
of the camp. 


The controversial Atrush affair has caused 
embarrassment to the world refugee body at 
a time when it is also under fire for not 
doing anything to separate hardline Hutu 
militiamen from Rwandan refugees in 
sprawling camps in Zaire and Tanzania. 

Atrush. 60 kilometres from the Turkish 
border, was set up in 1994 for Kurds fleeing 
into northern Iraq from southeast Turkey, 
where villagers are caught in the middle of 
a dirty guerrilla war between Turkish troops 
and the PKK. 

More than 2 1 , 000 people have died in the 
12-year-uld war. 

Kurdish groups held talks with UNHCR 
officials in recent day’s in Geneva and 
appealed to the agency not to pull out of the 
camp. 


Peru pledges peaceful end to 
crisis amid police manoeuvres 


LIMA (Agencies) — 
Peruvian Prime Minister 
Alberto Pandolfi pledged on 
Saturday the government 
would ensure a peaceful solu- 
tion to the 39-day hostage cri- 
sis despite recent police activ- 
ity outside the besieged 
Japanese ambassador's resi- 
dence. 

“We are going to take the 
time needed to reach a peace- 
ful solution to this crisis with- 
out bloodshed” said Mr. 
Pandolfi. 

The Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) has accused the gov- 
ernment of preparing for a 
storming of the Japanese 
ambassador's home by stag- 
ing police manoeuvres around 
the building in recent days. 

Armoured vehicles have 
approached the residence-, 
while a helicopter has flown 
overhead and police officers 
have drawn up to the walls in 
an apparent effort to unnerve 
the rebels. 

“What die police are doing 
is impose more security in the 
zone.” said Mr. Pandolfi. 
“Let’s not forget that probably 
shortly there will be conversa- 
tions (between the two sides) 
and probably also the freeing 
of hostages and the exit from 
the residence of the members 
of the self-styled MRTA. 

"The people who come out 
will have to be well protected, 
especially the members of the 
MRTA and that is the respon- 
sibility of the police." 

Peru’s government is mean- 
while transferring the wife of 
Nestor Cerpa die leader of 
rebels holding 73 elite 
hostages, to an isolated prison 
high in the freezing Andes 
mountains as part of its hard 
line. 

As the prolonged hostage 
crisis has stretched into a sixth 
week. President Alberto 
Fujimori’s national police 
have begun harassing rebels 


inside the Japanese embassy 
compound by boarding up a 
door, throwing stones into die 
compound and driving a mas- 
sive armoured personnel car- 
rier past it. 

The top demand of the 
rebels has been die release of 
440 jailed comrades, winch 
Ml Fujimori has repeatedly 
refused to even discuss. His 
younger brother Pedro is one 
of die hostages. 

In addition. Mr. Fujimori 
stopped visits to prisoners and 
suspended the work of an 
ombudsman who had been 
reviewing sentences handed 
down by much-criticised ter- 
rorist courts. 

The daily El Comercio 
reported Saturday that the 
leaders of the Maoist Shining 
Path rebels and Marxist 
Leninist Tupac Amaru would 
be moved to the ChalJapalca 
prison. 5.000 metres above 
sea level where temperatures 
dip to 10 degrees below zero. 

The Tupac Amaru prisoners 
to be moved include Mr. 
Cerpa's wife, Nancy Gilvonio 
Conde, and her brother, 
Americo Gilvonio Conde. as 
well as Lori Berenson, a New 
Yorker convicted on terrorism 
charges. 

The prison is a difficult 
eight-hour drive from the 
nearest town. El Comercio 
reported. 

In Lima, the military' kept up 
a noisier presence around the 
embassy Saturday. 

A police helicopter buzzed 
in low over the residence for 
about 10 minutes around mid- 
moming on Saturday. 

Black-clad special opera- 
tions police in a massive 
armoured troop carrier 
moved on the compound 
10:30 pan. Friday (0330 
GMT Saturday), conducting 
about 15 minutes of manoeu- 
vres near the compound 
where Tupac Amaru rebels 
have holed up since Dec. 17. 


Rebels responded early 
Saturday with three songs, the 
first was the Tupac Amaru 
anthem and the second 
appeared to be hostages 
singing the Peruvian national 
anthem, directed by Mr. 
Cerpa. 

The 15-strong rebel com- 
mando — many of whom are 
teenagers — could also be 
heartf shouting, “What is the 
goal of our mission; liberty or 
death.” 

After police manoeuvres 
early Fnday. International 
Red Cross spokeswoman 
CecUe Baux said the group 
could no longer deliver food 
and water to the hostages. 

But diqner arrived at the res- 
idence a few hours later, arid 
Ms. Baux said ‘The only 
thing we can say is that we 
have received the security 
guarantees that we need to 
continue our work.” 

Red Cross Chief Michel 
Minnig was visibly angry as 
he emerged from the resi- 
dence after his regular visit on 
Friday. 

“If there is tension inside or 
outside, in addition to com- 
promising the hostages, it also 
compromises us because we 
cannot do our humanitarian 
work.” he said in a radio inter- 
view. 

As the crisis entered its 40th 
day, Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto said he 
was pessimistic that it would 
be quickly resolved 

Asked Saturday if there 
were any prospects fra - an 
early breakthrough, Japanese 
officials said Mr. Hashimoto 
repBed "There are no 
prospects.” 

The rebels’ prominent cap- 
tives include Japanese 
Ambassador Morihisa Aoki. 
Japanese executives, two 

Peruvian cabinet ministers 
and five Peruvian lawmakers. 

Progress towards a negotiat- 
ed settlement is at a standstiL 


Turkey 
threatens 
to sue 
German 
judge 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey said Saturday that it 
would sue a German judge 
who accused Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller and 
other cabinet members of 
protecting heroin smugglers, 
unless he apologises or 
releases evidence supporting 
his claim. 

"Turkey will keep its right 
to appeal to (German) justice 
against the judge unless he 
announces evidence or apolo- 
gises,” the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry said in a written 
statement 

' ‘Turkey expects the judge to 
eider bring forward evidence 
to prove his claim or apolo- 
gise without any further 
delay” said a statement faxed 
to news organisations. 

‘’Tbrkey reserves its right to 
go to court if the judge does 
not offer proof or apologise.” 
the statement said. 

The controversy was 
sparked by Frankfurt trial 
Judge Rolf Schwalbe on 
Tuesday as three drug runners 
were sentenced to prison 
after a three-month case. 

Judge Schwalbe said 
German investigators had 
found evidence that two fami- 
lies controlling the smuggling 
of heroin into Europe were 
“protected” by the Turkish 
government and that they 
have especially close contacts 
with Mrs. Ciller 

He made the claims 
Tuesday during a bearing in 
which three links were con- 
victed of transporting eight 
kilogrammes of heroin. 

Both Istanbul families had 
“excellent relations” with the 
Turkish government and 
mal contacts” with Mis. 
jler,' a former prime minis- 
ter, Judge Schwalbe said, 
adding that this situation had 
seriously complicated inves- 
tigations. 

Ankara has denounced the 
remarks and formally asked 
the German government to 
give an explanation. 

"We regret the grave accu- 
sation brought about by a 
German judge against the 
Turkish government with no 
supporting evidence,” 
Saturday’s Foreign Ministry 
statement said. 

“As long as the accusation is 
not supported by concrete 
information and documents, it 
will remain as a slander,” it 
said. 

“It is also expected that in 
line with the friendly relations 
with Turkey, the German gov- 
ernment urgently handles this 
issue and prevents the viola- 
tion the basic principles of 
law under the pretext of the 
courts’ independence," it said. 

The Gentian government 
has so far kept a low profile. 

But German officials quot- 
ed by the Turkish press have 
said die German courts were 
independent and that remarks 
by magistrates were not bind- 
ing on the government.. 


Serbia bans independent TV station 


BELGRADE (AFP) — In 
the latest tussle over control of 
the Serbian media, the author- 
ities have banned a local inde- 
pendent television station 
from broadcasting, prompting 
opposition protests, the inde- 
pendent news agency BETA 
said Saturday. 

ft sad Kanal 4, winch 
broadcasts from the town of 
Bajina Bastn. hod its frequen- 
cy taken away on the basis 
that "it interfered with the fre- 
quencies used by the army 
and police in die region." 

In a statement, the local 
branch of the Serbian 
Renewal movement, one of 
the members of the opposition 
together coalition, accused the 
authorities of wanting to “pro- 
voke trouble in the towns 
where the opposition won 
local elections by taking over 
the independent media" 

Bajina Basta is a town of 
10,000 people on the Drina 
River, in western Serbia on its 
border with Bosnia and was 
one of the few towns where 
the victory of the opposition 
in Nov. 1 7 local elections was 
not contested. 


"The regime has not given 
up its aim of stifling the inde- 
pendent media in Serbia" the 
opposition statement said, 
quoted by BETA 

‘The citizens of Bajina 
Basta voted in local elections 
for free and independent 
media and there is no legal 
basis to contest their deci- 
sion.” it said. 

Control over the media has 
been a key issue in over two 
months of opposition protests, 
which began when the 
Serbian authorities' refused to 
recognise apposition victories 
in November elections, held 
across Serbia 

This week, riot police occu- 
pied a local television station 
in the central town of 
Kragujevac, where they 
remained until a deal was 
fenced between the opposition 
and the state television net- 
work. 

At least seven people were 
injured when police broke up 
a demonstration Thursday in 
the town, another place won 
without subsequent contest by 
the opposition in the elections. 

The Organisation for 


Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) has urged the 
Serbian authorities to recog- 
nise opposition victories in 14 
other towns and cities. 

So far the authorities have 
recognised victories in severe 
blit in some cases, including 
Belgrade, tliese decisions 
have been submitted to a 
dizzying number of appeals 
and counter-appeals. 

France on Satuiriay con- 
demned the violence that 
broke out in Kragujevac and 
urged the Serbian government 
not to hide behind the judicia- 
ry, with a foreign ministry 
spokesman saying Paris 
“strongly deplored" the inci- 
dent. 

“The Yugoslav authorities 

seem not to have realised the 

seriousness of the situation 
The Serbian government can- 
not continue hiding behind 
delaying judicial procedures,” 
the spokesman said. 

Meanwhile in Belgrade, 
about 200 doctors joined stu- 
dents protesting in the streets, 
receiving a warm ovation as 
they did so. 

"We have come here to pro- 


tect symbolically their fight 
because they are the future of 
our country,” explained 
Radraflo Roncevic. 58, a sur- 
geon at the capital’s central 
hospital. 

Me Roncevic, who like his 
colleagues wore a white doc- 
tor's coat and stethoscope, 
lined up in front of a cordon of 
anti-riot police who have 
orders to prevent opposition 
supporters from marching in 
the streets. Vuk Draskovic, 
one of the opposition’s lead- 
ers. warned protestors 
Satoda y that Serbian 
Pradent Slobodan 

Milosevic’s policies could 
leave Serbia as divided as the 
former Yugoslavia 

He said Mr. Milosevic 
™nts to play again his patri- 
otic game of 1991“ — the 
year war broke out— by stir- 
ring up trouble in places such 
as the southern province of 
Kosovo, which is predomi- 
nantly ethnic Albanian. 

“If he doesn't stop, Serbia 
will end up as ‘united 1 as the 
*o™ier Yugsolavia," Mj- 
Draskovic said 



Indian wins 
$ 136,000 in 
UAE raffle 

ABU DHABI (AFP)— A 
low-paid Indian worker in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has won 500,000 
diihams ($136,000 ) just 
after he flew home to get 
married, local newspapers 
reported on Saturday. K.M.. 
Basheer bought a raffle tick- 
et at the Abu Dhabi airport 
duty free shop while he was 
on his way to Calcutta last 
week, ffiey said. He won the 
sum in a draw at the airport 
on Thursday while he is still 
in India Basheer works as a 
low-paid helper at an Abu 
Dhabi-based maintenance 
company. He is the second 
worker from that firm to have 
won the prize in the monthly 
raffle in six months, tire 
papers said. 

Prisoners slip 
away for beer, sex 

ATLANTA (R) — Six unsu- 
pervised prison inmates were 
in hot water after slipping 
away from a roadside work 
detail to drink beer and have 
sex, the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution reported. The 
prisoners, all minimum- 
security inmates, were left on 
their own by a guard while 
laying down hay alongside a 
road near the Carroll County 
correctional facility in West 
Georgia The guard and 
another inmate went off to 
fetch gravel. A woman living 
in a nearby trailer initially 
said four of the prisoners 
raped her while two others 
watched, but she later with- 
drew the charges, according 
to state officials. The inmates 
told prison officials the 
woman had called to them 
from her front-door step and 
offered diem beer. The 
blood-alcohol level of one 
prisoner ' -measured 0.12: 
which was beyond the limit 
set by the state for declaring 
someone drunk. 

Family buys 
biWe video, gets 
pommovie 

TOULOUSE, France (R) — 
A French family that had 
bought a video cassette of the 
Bible found itself watching a 
Spanish X-rated movie 
instead after deliveries got 
mixed up, the publisher said 
Larousse Publishers, known 
for its dictionaries and ency- 
clopaedias, said children in 
Lezignan-Corbieres village 
in southern France realised 
something was wrong after 
starting the tape, a film enti- 
tled "El Cotredor Del 
Hombre” (man’s passage). 
“We'd entrusted the copying 
of our cassettes to an editor 
who mistakenly supplied us 
with the remainder of a stock 
of erotic tapes which had not 
yet been labelled and which 
was destined for a Spanish 
customer.” said Edith 
Flachaire. head of marketing 
at Larousse. “We are going 
to withdraw all the tapes 
from sale in the region 
immediately and we will 
replace them with models 
which have been checked by 
us,” she added. 

Vungpejiimp 

cancelled after 
fatality 


— A 

stunt 


NEW ORLEANS (R) 
bungee-jumping 
planned for the finale of die 
Super Bowl half-time show 
was cancelled, 13 hours after 
an entertainer rehearsing the 
act died of massive head 
injuries. National Football 
League Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue told a news con- 
ference: “That part of the 
finale will be omitted from 
the show for obvious rear 
sons.” Earlier Ik said offi- 
cials did not know why 
Laura Patterson, 43. of 
Sarasota, Florida, hit the 
floor with her head. She was 
pronounced dead of massive 
bead injuries at a hospital. 
Although de tails have not 
been finalised, he said, “we 
will take note of Mrs. 
Patterson’s death and com- 
memorate her life." He said 
an investigation was under 
way to determine if the acci- 
dent was caused by human 
error or equipment failure. 
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